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The World Council of Churches is gravely concerned by the renewed and very serious escalation of 

conflict in the disputed Nagorno-Karabakh region since Sunday 27 September – reportedly 

following an attack by Azerbaijan’s military forces – which has already resulted in dozens of 

casualties including civilians, and which risks provoking a wider armed conflict in the region. 

I lament the tragic loss of lives, express my sincere condolences to the grieving families, and pray 

for the recovery of the injured. 

To stop this bloodshed, the WCC calls on all combatants to desist immediately from further military 

action and to return to the table of dialogue and negotiation. On its behalf I appeal for urgent 

initiatives by the Minsk Group, under the auspices of the OSCE, for progress towards a peaceful 

solution to this longstanding unresolved conflict. 

I am dismayed by the aggressively partisan stance taken by the government of Turkey, which as a 

member of the Minsk Group should maintain a neutral role, rather than that of an antagonist. 

I appeal therefore to our WCC member churches from the countries in the Minsk Group to engage 

with their governments to convey this message and to encourage urgent and sustained diplomatic 

efforts for peace in the region. 
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The geographical and political complexities of the region generally designated as the Caucasus have 
become increasingly accentuated in the long running dispute centred on the territory of Nagorno-
Karabakh. 
  
The present disturbances and military activity in the region have impacted upon large numbers of 
Christians.  
As Bishops and representatives of the Australasian-Middle Eastern Christian Apostolic Churches (AMEC), it 
is incumbent upon us to express our concern at a situation which has the potential to develop into an 
international crisis. We fear that the especially vulnerable – women and children, the elderly and the 
infirm – will be caught up in a conflict not of their making. 
  
Furthermore, it cannot be denied that the Armenian People have long suffered major disruptions to their 
communal life. In particular, it must be remembered that the Armenian Nation was subjected to a 
deliberate, relentless, and merciless assault resulting in what is properly referred to as a genocide. That 
the successor state to the Ottoman Empire continues to deny the historical reality of the Armenian 
Genocide surely raises concerns for the safety of Armenian Communities in the disputed territory. 
  
We urge that all involved in the present dispute abide by pertinent international treaties and conventions. 
Above all, the territorial integrity of the Armenian majority community must be accepted and respected. 
Already there has been loss of life and collateral damage to property. The situation must not be allowed 
to escalate. 
  
As representatives of Christian Communities, we abhor injustice and violence, and we call upon all those 
who determine the affairs of nations to move swiftly and definitively to restore order and to ensure 
continued peace. 
  
With unshakable confidence in the loving kindness of the Good Lord, we commend to Him all those who 
have died in the present disturbances, and we implore a speedy and complete recovery for those who 
have been injured. May those who have been bereaved find in Him, an enduring consolation. 
  
We also invite all our Faithful, to pray unceasingly that our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, the Prince of 
Peace, will bestow His everlasting peace upon all humanity, especially nowadays upon in the Nagorno-
Karabakh region.  
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