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DIOCESAN NEWS

Sunday 5 April - The Primate His Eminence Archbishop Haigazoun Najarian
presided over the Palm Sunday Holy Mass which took place with the participation
of the Archbishop, Parish Priests and one Deacon, streamed live through Facebook
to the viewing congregation. The celebrant was Reverend Father Norayr Patanian. (§
Following Holy Mass, the stirring 7rnpatsek (Opening of the Door) service was
conducted.

Tuesday 7 April — Archbishop Najarian held an interview with SBS Armenian radio broadcaster Mr
Vahe Ketibian. Archbishop informed the listeners of the steps taken during the Easter services, in
accordance with the retrictions announced by the federal and state governments in relation to
COVID-19.

Thursday 9 April to Monday 13 April — During Holy Week, Holy Mass was celebrated on Great Thursday morning (celebrant
Reverend Father Avetis Hambardzumyan); Khavaroum Evening Passion service; Good Friday — Crucifixion and Burial
services; Easter Eve Holy Mass (celebrant Reverend Father Bartev Karakashian); Sunday Holy Resurrection Easter Holy Mass
(celebrant Archbishop Haigazoun Najarian); Remembrance of the Dead Holy Mass (celebrant Reverend Father Avetis

—

Hambardzumyan). The services were held behind closed doors with the Primate, parish priests
and one deacon participating, all live-streamed through social media. Following the Easter day
Holy Mass, the clergy proceeded to the Diocesan Centre where the Blessing of Residence service
was conducted. The services were followed by hundreds of community faithful as well as those
| viewing from various countries around the globe. The Easter Holy Mass and corresponding
, services were also conducted in Melbourne behind closed doors by Rev Father Khacher
S0 " Harutunyan. The officiation of the Palm Sunday Holy Mass in Melbourne has become a

customary occurrence for the Primate to undertake, however, due to the current travel
restrictions due to the pandemic, the Primate was unable to fulfil the tradition this year. As the
. parish priest of the Holy Trinity Church is yet to arrive, Easter services were not conducted. The
Western Sydney community faithful were able to participate by following the live streaming of
services conducted in Holy Resurrection and St Mary’s parishes. The customary Remembrance
of the Dead services which are held at the Macquarie Park and Rookwood Cemeteries could not
be held this year either due to the pandemic restrictions.

Tuesday 14 April — Archbishop Najarian presided over the Properties Committee online meeting, covering various matters
related to the church properties.

Hambardzumyan. The committee had several questions which they relayed to the Primate including matters
relating to the current worldwide crisis, as to whether this virus is the wrath of God, what is sin and other .
theology based issues, for which received comprehensive and satisfying responses to each.

Wednesday 15 April — The Archbishop met online with the ACYA youth, accompanied by Father Avetis A )|

Thursday 16 April — The Archbishop presided over the online Armenian Welfare Centre committee meeting. Three new
youthful members have joioned the committee who will infuse new dynamism. The committee has adopted a number of
initiatives in the delivery of services to our seniors. For the details, please read the article by Yeretsgin Hasmig
Hambardzumyan on page 9.

Thursday 16 April — Initiated by the Armenian Revolutionary Federation Regional Committee, an online conference was
held with representatives of the three Armenian denominations, Apostolic, Catholic and Evangelical; the three parties, Social
Democrat Hunchakian, the Armenian Revolutionary Federation and the Armenian Democratic Liberal Party; the Armenian
General Benevolent Union and the Hamazkaine representatives taking part. The meeting’s agenda was the sharing of
information as to how each of the organisations was dealing with the protection of the community from the Coronavirus.



The Armenian Apostolic Church was represented by the Primate and the Diocesan Chairman Mr Sarkis Der Bedrossian.
Archbishop Najarian reported the methods instigated by the Diocese, in relation to the services, and the initiatives
undertaken by the Welfare Centre. The meeting discussed the re-opening of the Armenian schools and the matter of the
physical presence of the children within the schools. Productive suggestions were made, which were to be relayed to the
relevant bodies. The meeting closed after a one-and-a-half-hour session; all members retired with a positive spirit of unity,
which can only be of benefit, both to the Australian Armenian community and the homeland.

Tuesday 21 April — Archbishop Najarian presided over the Diocesan periodic meeting, held online. The meeting heard the
monthly activity report by the Primate, in particular, an update on the wider community implementation of the restrictive
practices, in response to the protection against the Coronavirus; the meeting tabled the monthly financial report and
discussed the required necessary arrangements; and conferred on the 105th anniversary Genocide commemoration and the
involvement of the community and the church. The meeting heard the latest update on the renovation of the Holy
Etchmiadzin Mother Cathedral and the monthly reports of the three Parish Councils of the Diocese. During the months of
April and May, the three parish Annual General Meetings and the Diocesan Annual General Meeting take place, however
due to the current climate were officially postponed until further notice.

Thursday 23 April — It is a historically significant day this day, for the Armenian community, the
Armenian Church and the 16 Christian member churches of the NSW Ecumenical Council. The Paros
editorial is delighted to publish the following announcement for your reading in its entirety.
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In the afternoon of 23 April 2020, on the eve of the 105" anniversary of the Armenian Genocide, the NSW Ecumenical
Council formally recognised the Genocides of the Armenians, Assyrians and Greeks with a special Prayer Service during the
quarterly meeting of the Fxecutive Committee. As the first agenda item of the meeting, the service was led by NSWEC
President, Reverend Dr Ray Williamson, commencing with the Lord’s Prayer and his introduction. As a long-time ftiend of
the Armenian Church, Reverend Williamson and NSWEC Secretary General Father Shenouda Mansour were instrumental
in the resolve of the NSWEC Genocides’ Commemorative Statement.

The proceedings included prayers offered by the heads of the three Churches: His Beatitude Archbishop Mar Meelis Zaia of
the Assyrian Church of the East, His Fminence Archbishop Haigazoun Najarian, Primate Armenian Church of Australia and
New Zealand and His Grace Bishop Emilianos representing His Eminence Archbishop Makarios of the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese. NSWEC General Secretary Father Shenouda Mansour read from the Gospel of John 12:24-26 following which
Reverend Williamson read the Armenian, Assyrian and Greek Genocides Commemorative Statement.

The concluding remarks were conveyed by Archbishop Najarian, Mar Meelis Zaia and Bishop Emilianos when they not only
reflected on the important stance of recognition of unjust acts against humanity
but also how by this, the NSWEC stood alongside the Armenians, Assyrians and
Greeks in truly understanding the pain of their brethren in Christ.
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The order of the ceremony was prepared by Archbishop Najarian which included
prayers from St Grigor Narekatsi, which were recited by the Assyrian and Greek representatives, a Gospel reading (Father
Shenouda Mansour), hymn (Hear O Lord my soul for the deceased ...) sung by Archbishop Najarian and a final prayer
prepared by the World Council of Churches for the Armenian Genocide, read by Archbishop Najarian.

Prior to the restrictions being placed due to the Coronavirus, the NSWEC with the heads of churches had invited
representatives from the Armenian, Assyrian and Greek community organisations, as well as their media outlets, to an
official declaration of the Genocide Recognition Commemorative Statement. Conditions forced the event to be conducted
online without representatives of non-religious organisations.

The Paros editorial team extends its gratitude to the members of the NSWEC for their support in standing up for justice.
(Read the Commemorative Statement on page 10)




Friday 24 April — As like every year, once again, on the morning of April 24, the
Primate officiated Holy Mass with the participation of the parish priests and two
acolytes. The Holy Mass and sermon were broadcast online via Facebook and
Youtube to a far-reaching viewing audience. The theme of the Archbishop’s message
was centred on patriotism, encouraging the community, the youth and students to
remain vigilant and masters of the just Armenian cause. Following Holy Mass the
Primate and Parish Fathers made their way to the Khachkar Monument in
Beauchamp Park, where a short service in memory of the one and a half million holy
martyrs was held. On behalf of the Diocesan and Parish Councils of the Holy
Resurrection Church, a wreath was placed before the Khachkar by Messrs Sarkis Der
Bedrossian and Bedros
Zorlu. The Willoughby
City Mayor, CIr Gail
Giles-Gidney, who had
been informed of this
service one day prior, had
sent a representative to
lay a wreath before the Khachkar on the Council’s behalf, a
gesture that was greatly appreciated. Due to the current social
distancing restrictions, this year the annual church procession to
the Khachkar could not take place; an event that has taken place
on each consecutive year for the past five years, with the participation of all the Armenian community organisations. We are
hopeful that in 2021, the 106™ anniversary can be commemorated in a much more fitting and larger scale.

Friday 24 April — Under the patronage of the Primate, the three Armenian
Church denominations and community Genocide Commemorative
Committee, this year the 105™ anniversary Genocide commemoration was a
one-hour recorded online broadcast. The speakers paying tribute during the
prgram included the Primate, the Catholic and Evangelical Church Ministers,
the Premier Gladys Berejiklian, Members of Parliament, Trent Zimmerman,
Christina Kinneally, Walter
Secord, Joel Fitzgibbon, Chris
Bowen, Jason Falinksi — all
expressing their desire to see the Australian Federal Government recognise the

4 genocides of the Armenian,
Greek and Assyrian peoples.
Addresses were conveyed by
Prof Panayiotis Diamadis and
historian Vicken Babkenian.

Haig Kayserian presented a

report on the advocacy work of the cause. The officiating hosts of the
presentation were Mrs Zani -
Okjian in Armenian and
Miss Lucy Amirzaian in English. Thousands were able to view the

collaborative commemoration online.

Saturday 25 April — On behalf of the Diocese, Reverend Father Avetis
Hambardzumyan accompanied by Parish Councillors Messrs Avo
Karageuzian and Zaven Yaghljian laid a wreath at the Chatswood shrine of
the Unkkown Soldier in the Remembrance Garden in memory of the
ANZAC soldiers and their spirit of sacrifice.




Yes, this too will pass

Many calamities have befallen mankind. A number of epidemics have claimed
thousands of lives and killed millions of people, including plagues, polio, typhoid
fever, SARS, Spanish and various other types of flu. Our prayer will be for the
Coronavirus to be the last of the pandemics. God has gifted mankind a great gift:
Nature. The average person has no right to use the opportunity to "abuse" the benefits of nature for their own benefit, and
the same is true for countries. Let’s thank God that He has given us Conscience, Love and the ability to love, with which we
can break the hardest hearts and establish peace, as leaders of many "invincible" powers are trying to establish with the great
power of weapons and bombs,.

Editorial

A virus, not even the size of a grain of sand, came to bring the most powerful countries to their knees, the invincible ones,
creating turmoil and chaos in the world economy. This year, the Christian world celebrated its Easter online, and hundreds
of churches, even those with thousands of followers, were turned into empty halls. The faithful were forced to turn to their
mobile phones to watch the liturgies and sermons offered by our spiritual fathers. We could not shake hands or greet each
other with a kiss on the cheek to congratulate each other on Easter. The 105th anniversary of the April Genocide was
commemorated on posters and telephones. We dreamt of those days when we were allowed to go out of our homes and visit
our neighbour and loved ones. Police began imposing fines on people for reasons we could not have even had imagined.
Mankind, everywhere, willingly or unwillingly, was forced to obey the law of self-isolation ...

We can talk about this for a long time and write pages upon pages about it. This virus will also pass and be recorded in
history. However, it has created an opportunity for self-correction, so let us not run away from it, nor let us miss the
opportunity to regain our lost peace. This can be done first by taking into account in our conscience and then by reconciling
within ourselves. Who among us does not want to see the inner peace that can be established in ourselves? After all, isn't it
the basis and guarantee of human happiness? The simplest way for us to achieve is through praying, to draw close to the
Lord, to make it a daily habit, to throw out the self-centered nature from ourselves, to rely on the power of love, to
strengthen the Divine LORD in our essence, and to make its foundations firm in our hearts.
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We would like to inform our dear seniors of the Armenian community that
henceforth, a large number of government announcements and multicultural
publications relating to our community will be available in Armenian.

We would also like to advise you that whilst due to the Coronavirus pandemic
we have temporarily suspended our face to face programs, the Armenian
Community Welfare Center has continued and continues to be as helpful as
possible with our communication through various means, by making
individual phone calls to keep in touch with our seniors, where necessary,
assist with shopping, communicate through online and other platforms
(Facebook, Whattapps, Viber, Facetime), ensuring access to a doctor or

A Message

fl‘0m the telephone counselling (HotDoc) through a special website.
o In these difficult times, if any of our community elders require the above
Armenlan services, please contact the Centre immediately and our staff will do its very

best to provide the help you need.

Communlty We wish everyone patience and strength to get through this period of
seclusion and, God willing, we can return to our normal lives soon.
Welfare

Centre

Best wishes,
Yereckin Hasmik Hambardzumyan

-




NSV Ecumenical Council Inc.

Rev’d Dr Ray Williamson OAM

Very Rev’d Fr Dr Shenouda Mansour

President General Secretary
Member Churches:
cber Trenes ARMENIAN, ASSYRIAN AND GREEK GENOCIDES
Anglican Church
NSW Dioceses COMMEMORATIVE STATEMENT
Antiochian Orthodox Whereas:
Church )

Armenian Apostolic
Church

Assyrian Church
of the East

Bruderhof Australia

Congregational
Federation of NSW

Coptic Orthodox
Church

Ethiopian Orthodox
Tewahdo Church

Greek Orthodox Church

Indian Orthodox
Church

Lutheran Church of
Australia/ NSW District

Mar Thoma Church

Religious Society of
Friends

Syrian Orthodox
Church

The Salvation Army

Uniting Church Synod
of NSW & ACT

Associated with the
National Council of
Churches in Australia

(NCCA)

i. 24wm April 1915, the day before ANZAC Day, is recognised as the day when the
genocide of the Christian Armenian population of the Ottoman Empire by the then
Ottoman Government during World War [ commenced, and is the date on which the
Armenian Genocide is commemorated each year; and

ii. the Armenian Genocide emboldened the Ottoman Government to follow with the
attempted extermination of the remaining Christian minorities of the Ottoman Empire
during and immediately after World War [, namely the Assyrian and Greek
Communities.

The NSW Ecumenical Council:

a. acknowledges that the attempted systematic extermination by the then-Ottoman
Government of its Christian Armenian population during World War I and until 1922,
resulting in approximately 1.5 million Armenian men, women and children being
murdered, was a crime against humanity recognised as genocide by Dr Raphael
Lemkin, the founding father and author of the United Nations Convention on the
Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide who authored the term
“genocide”, as well as by the International Association of Genocide Scholars;

b. acknowledges that the Assyrian and Greek populations of the Ottoman Empire were

also subjected to qualitatively similar genocides by the Ottoman Government between
1915 and 1922;

c. joins the members of the Armenian-Australian, Assyrian-Australian and Greek-
Australian Communities in honouring the memory of the millions of innocent men,
women and children who fell victim to the first genocide of the twentieth century;

d. condemns the Genocide of the Christian Armenian, Assyrian and Greek indigenous
population of the Ottoman Empire, living on their ancestral lands during and after
World War I and all other acts of genocide committed during the twentieth century and
during this century as the ultimate act of racial, religious and cultural intolerance;

e. recognises the importance of remembering and learning from such dark chapters in
human history to ensure that such crimes against humanity are not allowed to be
repeated;

f. condemns and objects to all attempts to use the passage of time to deny or distort
the historical truth of these crimes against humanity;

g. recalls the testimonies of, and honours, the ANZAC servicemen who rescued
Armenian, Assyrian and Greek genocide survivors;

j. acknowledges and honours the significant humanitarian relief contribution made by
the then newly formed Commonwealth of Australia, including its churches, to the
orphans and other survivors of the Armenian Genocide, being Australia’s first major
international humanitarian effort after Federation; and

k. calls on all legislative bodies, including the Commonwealth Government of
Australia, officially to condemn the genocide of the Armenian, Assyrian and Greek
people and any attempt to deny such crimes against humanity.

23 April, 2020
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OUR CURRENT CHURCH GUIDELINES

ATTENTION

I

Cuppniwy pupugphl Ehtnkght pug t
withun hunwwnugbwjikpnunpnp Yp
thwthwpht Unud Junk) kr wnopp
Juwnupky:

Ukl YhpulhMuwnwupug
hngthwlighun §p pwupnitiwulnihe
TFUOUY, npnup p hinwuthpnihia
Shjuynipny kL Enphuyny:
Zngthwiighunibpnt wpdwhwgpnipbui
nhuk EyEnkgim gpuubtubwl ouppniwy
phpwugpht e hpuljhdhlyke 11:00

tljtnkgin; gpuiukiibwlyp i wohuwnh unith
on 9:00-3:00.

Unopph, ophtum phwl, hhrwtigibpn
wyghyniptuly, gipiquubiunut

wygb kmplul, Ejinkguljuuhhtwn
uoubnt L wy Wwdwti hwpghpn injlygtu
nhuty Ehnkgum gpuubtbtwly:

Sniupljumnpmpbul
wpupnnniphibtpn Yplot dwabialighy
vhuwytt hmigmghwhu CLSULPLP
ULHULENC: Upnnunuud bkpjutibpnit

phiplk 10:

Ulpunmphiuttip tryuuljukp
dudwtiujuinpuybu nunpwd ki, pun
yhnnphwl pdpuhtt hwiwgniputipn
JEpwpkpbhwopkuptipniic

@ (02) 9419 8056
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] The church will remain open during

the week for INDIVIDUALS who
wish to walk in and light a candle &
say a prayer.

Every Sunday, Divine Liturgy and
Requiems will be performed behind
closed doors, which will be
streamed live on Facebook and
YouTube.

To register Requiems, contact the
church office weekdays and Sunday
till 11am.

The church office will remain open,
weekdays from 9am till 3pm.

For special blessings and/or prayers,
or to speak with a member of the
clergy, please contact the church
office.

Funerals and interments will be
performed with attendance limited
to DIRECT FAMILY MEMBERS ONLY.
Maximum 10 attendees.

Baptisms and Weddings will not
take place, in compliance with the
government’s restrictions on social
gatherings, due to the Coronavirus.

$uump bt Chuypnuy
Facebook & YouTube

https://vaww.facebook.com/ArmenianApos
tolicChurchofHolyResurrection/

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHka
IS8RP6rb7LVUcGEMzICA

THE ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH OF HOLY RESURRECTION
ZUSUUSULEU3S UNULKTLUYUL UNRCR SUCNRRHRRL TYEESH
10 Macquana Streat, Chatswood NSW 2067
Ph.(02) 24198056 Emal: church@armeruan com.au www.armerianchurchsydney.org.au
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Friends of the Diocese

Arciwi:isi'iop Haigazoun Najarian
Mr & Mrs Sarkis & Allice Der Bedrossian
Mr & Mrs Kcvork & Marina Tci'laprazian

Dr & Mrs Artin & Maro Jcbcjian

Mr & Mrs Avo & Jackie T evanian

Mr & Mrs Joi‘ln & Taiccn Marcarian
Hoig Resurrection Church
Mr chrg John

Mr John Nazarian
Dré& Mrs Garo & ]__aura A\rtinian
Messrs Fratch & Zohrab K everian

Mr & Mrs Diran & Virginia Vai‘lratian
Mrs ]=_"o Mcgucrclitci'lian,
Aicxanclcr & Roi)crt Yag]‘n_ijian Famiiy
Mr & Mrs Hagop & AsclghigAiacﬁacﬁian

Mr & Mrs Noubar & Gina Mazioumian
Dré& Mrs Assaclour & Gracg ]z_i(mc?jian
Mr & Mrs Jaclc & Sirvart E_imassian

SM Funerals

Serving Uith Bignity Compassion & Excellence!

Proudly Australian owned and operated.

Always here to help. et

Ello Meguerditchian

‘It would be an honour
for me and my
compassionate staff
to assist you in your
time of need.

UhuUphp 3w qunniph Ynndk dwlsgnLwd
Ejo Uypinhsbwp wwwnpwuwn £
|jwrwagnjuu ogunwywnp hwunhuwlwine
pwnUwlwjwl uywuwpynLptwlu
Personalised/Professional service ® Burial or Cremation services
® Repatriation of remains (coming from overseas/sending overseas)
Fluent in many languages ® Will always answer your call 24/7 ® All cultures

For peace of mind. ask about our Pre-Paid Funeral - 3 years interest free payment plan*

* (For funera services only. buriat plots ot included).

Rects Canmected With Us & Oun Panioties

During this time of pandemic, the Diocesan Centre and our Churches have
maintained and continue their operations in accordance with Government
guidelines and the imposted restrictions. We may be isolated from one
another physically however we can remain spiritually connected through
the live-streaming of the church services and by contacting our offices for
your spiritual and other support needs.

Armenian Apostolic Church of

Holy Resurrection — Sydney
Live-streaming the Divine Liturgy at
10.30am on Facebook and recordings

available on Youtube
https://www.facebook.com/ArmenianApostoli
cChurchofHolyResurrection,

St Mary’s Armenian Apostolic
Church - Melbourne
Live-streaming the Divine Liturgy
at 11am and Moring Prayers from
10am on Facebook and recordings
available on Youtube as well as
Bible Studies with Fr Khacher on

ps:// . .com/ ry:
Thursdays at 11am. https://www.facebook.com/StMarysAr

menianApostolicChurchMelbourne,

Armenian Apostolic Church of
Holy Trinity — Western Sydney
Live-streaming the Divine Liturgy
at 10.30am on Facebook at

https://www.facebook.com/armenianc
hurchht.org.au/

THANK YOU TO OUR COMMUNITY
We are encouraged that our Community along with broader Australia has
well-respected and maintained the necessary changes to lifestyles to
combat the surging number of deaths and infected cases in our country.
Thankfully the downturn is now in sight however all these changes have
impacted us all in one way or another, including the Diocese.

If it is in your heart, your support would be gratefully welcome. Donations
can be made by calling our office on 9161-4000 for credit card payments or
by bank transfer at Westpac BSB 732007 Accunt No. 070590.

DONATION
On the joyous occasion of their granddaughter, Lousanna Bogossian’s
birth, Dr & Mrs Artin & Maro Jebejian have donated $1,000 to the
Diocese. We congratulate Dr & Mrs Jebejian on this happy news and
thank them for their ongoing generous support.

Ppkig pnninihppl Lniuwbi Mopnubwih Shtmkwh nipuifu
winppny Snppe k1 Shihl Supniphrl b Uwpo Kty tdbwi
Unwolmpnupuihi [p Gnippki 1000 Snjwp: Uju winppenty Qupnup
Judpmigpniphlip §p shnphuninpt Ktwyldbwl b1 Nongnubwl
plwnwmbhphlpp b1 §p dunpl wpngoniphil b bpowihl oplp
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