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DIOCESAN NEWS

Thursday 19 December @97 The ACYA Youth organised its New Year and Christmas gathering, with the Primate His
Eminence Archbishop Haigazoun Najarian also attending, accompanied by the Holy Resurrection Parish Priest Reverend
Father Avetis Hambardzumyan. The Archbishop express his goodwill wishes and praised the united efforts of the
committee members, which benefits not only the local community and church, but the Homeland as well. The Primate also
commended the ACYA organised commemoration of the ¥5@nniversary of the bith of Gomidas which was the impressive
result of their united and harmonious commitment to service.

Saturday 21 Decembdr At the invitation of Reverend Hagop Sarkissian, Archbishop Najarian attended the Christmas Carols
held in the Willoughby Uniting Church. In his address, he congratulated the Reverend for the impressive program,
particularly for the song selection which was solely Armenian, quite rare in the Australigrmenian community.

Sunday 22 December Following Holy Mass, on the occasion @&t Stephen the First Martyr of the Church, the Archbishop
received the Deacons and their families in the Diocesan Centre, as well as/thesavorichChoir members for refreshments
prepared by the Ladies Auxil i ary.ytlemoninatigneohthedarishcPdestyRansio r a |
Council as well as the Primate and the Diocesan Council, the Catholicos His Holiness Karekin Il, bestowed the Pontifical
Encycllcal (Gontag) and the sanctified St Nessd¢he Gracious Medal to long time serving Deacdrartan Elmasian in

g recognition of his 40 years of service to the Armenian Church. Deacon
Vartan is a founding member of theLousavorich Choir and the
Karasoun Mangoun/Choir and today remains the overseer dreading
force behind each. Firstly in the church and then again in the Diocesan
reception hall, the Archbishop praised the recipient, and noted his
worthiness of the Award. In turn the Deacon read his heartfelt
emotional acceptance speech, stirring theetrts of all attending,
thanking the Primate and governing bodies for the honour, renewing
his oath of service. Susan Elmasian gave testimony of the steadfast
dedication of her husband over the last forty years. In their remarks,
the Primate, Mr Bedros Zdu, Chairman of the Parish Council and the
Deacon reflected on the sacrifices and support Mrs Susan has provided
over those decades, without which this commitment would not have
been possible, benefitting the church and the community faithful. The commenagion of St Stephen the Protaleacon this
year will remain etched in our minds.




Sunday 22 Decembeir Archbishop Haigazoun presided over the
AGBU Tamzara Dance Group annual event, with the Tamza
Kids and the Melbourne AGBLAzad Gharibian dace groups also
taking part. Accompanying the Primate were Reverend Fathe
Norayr Patanian, Father Avetis Hambardzumyan and Chancellg
Nishan Basmajian. Close to 400 filled the Shore Grammar Schq
Hall in North Sydney. Armenian folk musicians Levon Tevaan,
Arshag Sahagian and Hamlet Peloshian mesmerised the ench
with their stirring
music. Talented
dance instructor
Nazarena Anush
Arabean succeeded in synchronising the Armenian pieces with her
choreography, integrating the performances of the Tamzaranda Azad
Gharbian dance groups together. Reflecting ol
the evolvement of Tamzara, theArchbishop
commended the huge effort, which,
: withstanding all, waters the field of Armenian
culture. Remar king on the har moni ou s claimadn{s
ithese children surprised us!o And conti
how they had been able to impress Armenia i
our hearts. In conclusion, he referred to the
AGBU as the greatest promotor of Armenia
culture, and dance aan essential and influential ¥
component of it. Directing his message to th
youth, especially the children, Archbishop
emphasi sed, fi | encourage the growth
Dancing Armenian dance is not embarrassing or a weakness, on thereoynt

the male dance is a replication of the strength of the soldier, displaying the
steadfast resolve of the Armenian so

Thursday 26 December The Homenetmen Regional Committee annually hosts the Navasartian games. This
year the games were helith Melbourne. Reverend Father Khacher Harutyunyan represented the Primate and
Mr Jack Hotakorzian the Diocesan Council. The Navasartian Games are an important community initiative
which is the culmination of all sports played within the community. The openg ceremony was held this
day, attended by more than 4000 athletes and supporters from Melbourne, Sydney and various other cities
from around Australia. The Homenetmen Regional Committee member Mr Diran Vahratian delivered his address as did the
Committee Chairman Mr Derick Karamian and Father Khache
Harutyunyan on behalf of the
blessing, emphasising the significance of these games to th

December, the formal dinner dance was held with 700 athletcli :
and supporters attending. The evening entertainment wa

his band. Hi s renditidDan‘srats/t‘
Par t s plays srole io the field of sports in the community. &
The Primate has always expressed his support and has, on several 2
occasions, delivered educational semisahosted and organised

by Homenetmen.




Wednesday 1 January Archbishop Najarian celebrated the New Year Holy Mass in Holy
Resurrection Church with a large congregation of the community faithful attending. He
conveyed his New Year message, encouragimity in service to stand shoulder to shoulder
with our community peers; he noted the fear of collapse of sections of the Holy See Cathedral
and urged the community to support the mammoth task of restoring the sanctuary.

Sunday 5 January As has becom an annual tradition, Archbishop Najarian celebrated
Christmas Eve Holy Mass at the Holy Trinity Church in Wentworthville. Very Reverend
Father Yeremia Abgaryan accompanied the Primate on the Holy Altar, and on 6 January
Christmas Day he celebrated Holy &s before departing to the Holy See of Etchmiadzin on
9 January having completed his service by the order of His Holiness Karekin Il Supreme
Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians. After his sermon, the Primate spoke of Father
Yeremi ads gking hint i %, G A Y <

for the mammoth work he had — 2 ‘
undertaken over the last year which ' S,
benefitted the community and the &"
church. It was an undeniably an emotional atmosphere, as thig
devoted Archimandrite had captured the hearts of all Sydneg|
Armenians who knew him.
In Holy Resurrection Church, at the request of the Archbishop
from the Brotherhood of the Great House of Cilicia, Very Reveren(
Father Ardag Arabian celebrated Christmas Eve Holy Mass. (Fat
Ardag has been studying Theology at the Western Sydnd
University). Father Ardag read the Christmas message of t
Supreme Patriarch, His Holiness Karekin 1.

Monday 6 Januaryi From the doors of the Diocesan Centréo the
singing of Hrashapaty the LousavorichChoir, Archbishop Najarian

led the procession of clerg ranks of deacons and choir into the Holy
Resurrection Church. The Archbishop celebrated Holy Mass and
delivered t he dayobs rel evant s e
Christmas and wishing for each person present that the birth of
Christ would fill and 0~
guide their hearts \ - :
and lives. Following
Mass, he conducted
&t he 0Bl es
Il Residenceo
W' in the Edgarian Hall,
congratulating and
wishing the congregation, the Diocesan and Parish Councils a Merg§
Christmas. Immediately following, in the Prelacy, th€rimate, accompanied
by the Priests, Diocesan Council members and the Chancellor, received 1
representatives of the community organisations aniéading community
member s, who had accepted the Pri mat eds me a ecustonmty ievent,.the Dur
Primate personally expresses his congratulatory New Year and Christmas goodwill wishes. The representatives of the SDHP,
ARF, AGBU, Hamazkaine, ARS, AGBU Alexander Primary School, Diocesan Council representatives as well as &ther
current Artsakh permanent representatives. Each message appeared to draw an identical red line of purpose, and that being,
to draw our youth to church. The Archbishop stated his satisfaction for the theme of unity in the messages, with the hope
that all future community work will be conducted in this spirit. Once again, he emphasised the Prelacy is the home of each
Armenian, and its doors are open to all. The guests left with content hearts and high spirits.




Tuesday 7 January As it was a weekdaya General Requiem Holy Mass does not take place in our ApostGlimrchesin
Australia. However, a general requiem service is traditionally held at Macquarie Park Cemetery in the Armenian section
before the Monument with Archbishop Najarian presiding. Omecagain this year, the requiem service was held with sparse
attendance. The Primate and priests raised prayers for the repose of all our dearly departed. In his prayers and message, th
Archbishop remembered Archbishop Aghan of blessed memory and Fathearais with prayers their memory remains in

our hearts.

Tuesday 7 January Accompanied by Diocesan Council chairman Mr Sarkis Der
Bedrossian, Vice Chairman Mr Stepan Kerkyasharian, Properties Committee
||l chairman Mr Armen Baghdasarayamand Mr Nuran Zorlu, Archbishop Najarian

||| received the Ambassador of Iran Mr Fereidoun Haghbin, Counsellor Mr
Mohammad Pournajaf, and Australidran Relations President Mr Majid
Elhamnean. The Ambassador had requested a visit to the Prelacy to convey on
behalf of the Iranian government and his personal congratulatory Christmas
wishes to the Primate and the Armenian community. This had become
customary when at the start of 2019 the former Ambassador Abdul Husain
Vahaji paid a visit to the Archbishop. During the cordial meetingthe
Ambassador noted the respect given the Iranid&rmenian community who have

a reputation as model citizens. In turn, the hosts thanked the visiting delegates
for the cordial visit and the long years of Iranian and Armenian alliances.

Thursday 9 Januari In association with Messrs Sarkis Der Bedrossian, Stepan Kerkyasharian dotth Marcarian, the
Archbishop met with Mr Michael Carapiet, for the proposed fundraising efforts for Australrmenian support fo the
restoration of the EtchmiadzinCathedral. Mr Carapiet presented a plan which will be followed during the course of
fundraising activity.

Tuesday 14 January Archbishop Najarian presided during the Diocesan periodic meeting. The meeting heard the activity

reports of the Primate and the represerttaes of the three Parishes; examined the financial reports and made decisions on
2020 projects. It was decided that monthly informative talks be held, commencing 26 February and regularly each month on
the last Wednesday. The Holy See Cathedral restoratfandraiser event was discussed among other matters.

Wednesday 15 January The Archbishop presided over the periodic Armenian Welfare Centre committee meeting. The
committee undertakes a widganging scope of services to cater to the needs of our senior

Friday 17 Januanyi Archbishop Najarian left for Auckland, New Zealand with Deacon Vartan Elmasian to conduct the
marriage ceremony of a young Armenian resident. On this occasion the Archbishop motivated the gathered Armenians to
join forces to safegua the longevity of their community. The Primate returned to his official residence in Sydney on 19
January.

Sunday 19 January A requiem service was held in all parishes of the Diocese for the repose of revered martyr, Hrant Dink
and genocide victims ofhe Sumgait massacre.

Monday 20 Januaryi Holy Resurrection Church Parish Priest Fathe
Avetis Hambardzumyan introduce:¢
Bl essing Dayd in the Holy Res
accompanied by the priests, Revererkathers Norayr Patanian, Barte
Karakashian and Avetis Hambardzumyan, conducted the blessi
ceremony of 75 children, joined in church by their parents and

chil drends enj thg cermdny, thdRrindteodiwactadgs
his message to the children, urging them to attend church on Sunda L $
with their parents. All sang t “Or''d 0O s Prayer - i son
way into the Edgarian Hall and the adjacent grounds where lunch was served. Playground was filled with the clatter of
childrends play and | aughter. Our <children are the fut
Avetis, Parish Council and all the volunteers who assist efforts to draw the younger gemanab church.




Thursday 23 January The Archbishop presided over the meetingl

held in the Diocesan Cetie with the scripture teacherswho
conduct religious education at Armenian andPublic schools.
Present at the meeting were:

Reverend Father Avetitiambardzumyan

Mr Manoug Demirjian, Principal AGBU Alexander Primary School
and joint Co-ordinator of the Scripture program

Mrs Laura Artinian, Caordinator of the Scripture program

Mrs Seta Keoshgerian, Teacher at Alexander Primary School

Mrs Shakeh Vartaian, Scripture Teacher at Galstaun College an
Alexander Primary

Mrs Nora Sahagian, Scripture Teacher at Galstaun College
Mrs Lena Ishkhanian, Scripture Teacher at Galstaun College
Mrs Marina Mikael, Relief Scripture Teacher

The attendees were praised fdheir past service. The objectives of the program were discussed, the steps required to
implement those objectives, efficient use of the time frame, preparation related matters, views and suggestions were shared.

It was agreed that next to the Bible stas being taught to instil in students a connection to their Church with strategies
discussed to put into practice.

The work carried out by thesdadies, giving weekly of their personal time to teach scripture to primary school children, at

the Galstaun Cdege and Alexander Primary Schools is to be highly commended.

Sunday 26 January As the rest of Australia was celebrating Australia Day,
Holy Mass was celebrated in the Armenian Church, followed by the
Blessing of Grapes. Archbishop Najarian presidegothe Mass and was led
with the procession of parish priests, deacons, acolytes akdrasoun
Mangounk Choir onto the adjacent grounds where the congregation

for the occasion by fahful members of the community. Following the

to the congregation.

Sunday 26 January A third generation, devout descendant, talented Mez®Roprano Isabelle Marcarian, took henarriage
vows, committing her life to Daniel Der Tateossian in Holy Resurrection Church. Isabelles- ;

' is the granddaughter of Hovannes an
Wilma Marcarian and the late Puzant and
Eugene Keshishian and daughter of Joh
and Taleen Marcarian. These famil
membeas have all made and continue t
give their contributions to diocesan and:‘;
parish life and have left that mark on
their grandchildren and children Isabelle - =
and Natalie The wedding was presided by
His Eminence Archbishop Haigazoun
Najarian who has come to how the [
family personally through their active and
continuous participation in the church.A
wedding reception was held in the
evening. The newlyweds in their wedding plans decided to forgeaborations instead
dedicating the funds to a charity thatvas decided by populace response of their guests
most commendable act of love. Paros congratulates Mr &g Der Tateossian and hopes
their connection to the church and their nation will be an inherent legacy for their future children in keeplng witlhe
example of the Marcarian parents and grandparents.

assembled to participate in the Service. Multitudes of boxes were donated

blessing of the grapes by Archbishop Najarian, the grapes were distributed



Council Vice-Chairman Stepan Kerkyasharian and the Chancellor, was
present at the AGBU appreciation breakfast to honour well pexted
member Mr Toros Boghossian as the nominated 2020 AGBU Austr

Centre in Sydney. Also present was the niece of the recipient, the Premi
Hon Gladys Berejiklian, as well as Mr Boghoashn 6 s f ami | y

friends. A fitting program of entertainment included singer Vatchef:
Aghabegian, Patil Hovagim Pianist, Araxi Apikian $oDancer. The MC
Christine Apikian invited the former AGBU Alex Manoogian Primary
School Principal MrsSylvia Aghabekian to introduce Mrs Aline Tevanian
who has served AGBU for 20 years as a teacher at the Alex Manoogt€

Primary School. The commendation letter addressed to Mrs Tevanian by the AGBU Central Board President Berge Setrakian
was read out. It is worth metioning here that the Tevanian family in Sydney has been and is still today a significant
supporter within the community.

Mr Sarkis Manoukian read Mr Torosod
Sydney Chairman Mr Mihran Lepedjian, presenting the AGBU medal to

Mr Toros while the audience burst into thunderous applause.

In her delicate and articulate Armenian, the Premier conveyed her
appreciation to AGBU for this honour bestowed upon her maternal uncle

in recognition of his service; commended AGBU for followinthe example

of the Australia Day traditions, recognising its members, recognising the
works undertaken, leaving all with a sense of pride.

In his humble demeanour, the recipient spoke, thanking all present and
those who saw him worthy of the honour.

In his heartfelt sentiments Archbi sh
circumstances bring us here togethe
Boghossian brothers and their families in New York, Sydney served their
nation. The connection is Jerusalem. We owe much to thatd Very
Reverend Father Razmik Boghossian, a faithful and model clergyman of the Brotherhood of St James who brought his
brothers together in one place. | have always seen in Toros Boghossian and the Boghossian brothers their devotion to the
church and their nation. Toros may have a jewellery shop but it is a meeting place. Many personal issues have been resolved
and solved in this shop and will continue to do so as Toros has the ability to provide sound advice thanks to his patiedce an
compassionate nate even when it comes to complex issues. The AGBU has been his family and continues to be so today
despite not being on the committee. Toros, however 1| ong
knows who you are and why youareddi ng honour ed. 0 Thesayhg clifioslhep i com@ac | wdve
a jewel himself .0

Tuesday 28 Januarly Archbishop Najarian joined the members ki

of the seniords monthly outing group to Watsons Bay or g:¢
by the Armenian Community Welfare Centre. These outings Ll -
provide the opportunity to visit places of interest in Sydney and-,
enjoy the Australian outdoors. Watsons Bay is one of the
harbourside venues that attract visitors for its serenity along the §
foreshore with its parks and picturesauispots for lunch. After a $&
bus drive south crossing the Harbour Bridge, the group led by
Yeretsgin Hasmik Hambardzumyan arrived at their location to
be greeted by Mrs Marina Avagyailchaprazian, ACWC
Activities Co-ordinator. A relaxing lunch was enjoyed orthe [~ ‘3‘ 7
waterfront after which the group made their way to an adjacent park for a Ielsurely afternoon of conversation under the
shade of the giant fig trees or walking the sandy beach and wading along the water before heading back home.




Thursday 30 Januari At the invitation of ArchbishopNajarian, the
Diocesan Centrénosted athanksgiving andappreciationmeeting for
members of thdoint Organising Committeef the 150th Anniversary of

Concert Hall with more tha 600 Armenian and neArmenians
attending the evening which featurgge Armenian String Quartethe
event wasorganised by the Diocese in collaboration with Begional
Committeeof the Hamazkaine Educational and Cultural Socidtye
Archhishop expressetiis deep appreciation to this diligent groapd
everymemberof the Joint Committee whseacrifidally perseverednd
took on thework to ensure thesuccess ofhis commemorativg@roject
Each member of thEommitteewaspresented letter of appreciation as
well as acopy of the recored concerton USB. Vicken Kalloglian, a
member of theCommittee ad former Chairman of the Hamazkae
Regional Committee, thanked techbishopfor inviting Hamazkae Al =

to organse the joint venture andfor making the Diocesan Cente
available formeetings and orgaging the tasksas well ashosting the
cocktail in honour of theyuestperformes. He, inturn, expressed his
gratitude for the tirelessvork of the Committee. In his remarks,
Chancellor Nishan Basmajian, who was Committee member
suggested thatorking jointly togethercontinue given that théiocese
and Hamazkine strive hardto preserve Armenian culture, afat the 4
second timehey hadachevedsuch a god result workingogether side |
by sice. He praised théiocesanLadiesGuild for their readinessand
thanked tie Archbishop and Vicken Kalloglian for their accurate
decisions. MrsSilvia Iskenderian, Zauhi Manouwgian, Nora Bastajian,
Silva Nazarian and M¥aroujan Iskenderian also expressedittwords
of encouragement andongratulations Mrs Dikranouhi Yelmaz, a &
visitor from Istanbul who accompaniedVirs Hilda Kerkyashaan,
informed the concemexpressed by those presandthe same pain of”™
assimilationalso experienceih Istanbul,oncethe cradle of Armenians.
Drawing on ler experiencs, she conveyed interesting and instructimformation to those presentit the conclusionof the
meeting the financial reportf the event was tabled which indicatibg ®sts of theprojectwere met witha small profit of $
4,800secured The threehour meeting gave all the attendees an extra boost and dpemed; ofnew horizons for them.
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O ur Moral & Faithful Duty

Video Message of

FHis Eminence
ﬁ?{%&i&/{@/) ﬁﬁ[g{gawp G}/Zg‘a/zia/b

on the Fundraising Appeal for the
Restoration of the
Mother Cathedral Of Holy = Etchmiadzin

In Armenian In English

H oly E tchmiadzin https://youtu.be/xIM PHeMA https://youtu.be/6hSInbcvaF

C athedral

Komita®d b asrwellhas members of the Prelacy Ladies' Committee.
The Komita Concert was held on 18 October, 2019 at the Concourse


https://youtu.be/xlM_PHeMA44
https://youtu.be/xlM_PHeMA44
https://youtu.be/6h5InbcvaF0
https://youtu.be/6h5InbcvaF0

WESTERN Di10cEesE OF
THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF NORTH AMERICA

Aungngrsblvsey Umbly diouls UL Loy Layeng Ahubusndsd Ulpblmd Ukl b PLS

HIS EMINENCEARCHBISHOP HOVNAN DERDERIAN, PRIMATE

HOLY ETCHMIADZIN
AND THE FUNDRAISING EFFORTS OF THE RENOVATION OF THE CATHEDRAL

fiArmeniaé acceptance of Christianity as its state religion is not an ordinary occurrence.
It is life and that life is a perpetual force.0

H.H. Karekin | Sarkissian,

Catholicos of All Armenians

Prominent foreign encyclopaedias state that iArmenians were the first people to accept Christianity as an
official state religion.0 This statement has significant historical value in the history of entire Christendom.
Additionally, this historical fact is a source of pride and honour for our people.

Since Armenia& conversion to Christianity in 301 A.D., our Christian Faith has been deeply enrooted in our
people. Therefore, in the words of the Vartanants martyrs fino force can deter us from our Faith.o (451 A.D.)

In the centuries which followed, the Christian Faith was the unifying force of the Armenians, becoming an
inseparable part of our identity. At the center of this unifying movement was the Armenia Apostolic Church.

From the days of St. Gregory the Illluminator, Holy Etchmiadzin became the spiritual birthplace of the Armenian
people, the religious and ecclesiastical center, the See of the Catholicoi of All Armenians, and through its national and
cultural activities, Holy Etchmiadzin became the expression of our national identity.

In the words of the 15" century Armenian historian Arakel Vartabed of Tavriz, fithe entire Armenian nation was
bound by the &Right Handbof St. Gregory the llluminator and Holy Etchmiadzin.o

Driven by this unshakable faith and resolute conviction, we have sought refuge, spiritual power and consolation in
the Armenian Church, in Holy Etchmiadzin.

Today, as the Cathedral of Holy Etchmiadzin is undergoing the costly renovation, it is our expectation from our
people to extend a helping hand and to provide financial support for this God-pleasing mission. As we have noted in
the past, we wish to reaffirm our conviction the iUnder the blessed arches of Holy Etchmiadzin, the prayers of
every Armenian faithful have echoed throughout history. Those prayers resonate in the hearts of the faithful
today who have taken on the noble mission as architects to preserve the sustainability of the Mother
Cathedral.o

Participating in the renovation of the Cathedral of Holy Etchmiadzin ought to be the obligation of every Armenian.
Through our heartfelt donations, let us take pride and ownership in the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin.

Prayerfully

J«@&,

Archbishop Hovnan Derderian
Primate of the Western Diocese of North America

Burbank, CA
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R V' His Eminence
~ Archbishop Hovnan Derderian

"Chairman of
the Restoratlon Commlttee

"28 February 1 March 2020
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Sydney, Australla o
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FRIDAY 28 FEBRUARY
The Etchmiadzin Cathedral 7.00 p.m. “Hesgoom” Service
Reconstruction.CaI.npaign Followed with a Presentation on the Restoration
pursues two objectives: by His Eminence Archbishop Hovnan Derderian

Armenian Apostolic Church of Holy Resurrection

}- Pysiptundaigipnsnie Gis 10 Macquarie Street, Chatswood

structural longevity of the

Etchmiadzin Cathedral SATURDAY 29 FEBRUARY

for generations to come, and
Reception for Representatives of Armenian

2. further fortifying the spiritual Community Organisations and Principal Benefactors
connection of the Armenian

community with the Holy See SUNDAY 1 MARCH

by raising awareness of its role

and significance in Armenian life. 03 a'I;_II'Oglli‘S:: Liturgy
His Eminence Archbishop Hovnan Derderian
Followed by a casual community gathering
on the church lawns.
Armenian Apostolic Church of Holy Resurrection
10 Macquarie Street, Chatswood

ETCHMIADZIN
CATHEDRAL
RESTORATION

contact the Diocese office on Ph: (02) 9161 4000

DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH
OF AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND




MELBOURNE
Ar meni an Apostolic

1 January,S t Marydés Church in Melbourne <comme
Divine Liturgy celebrated by Parish Priest, Reverend Father Khacher Harutyunyan
after which the Blessing of the Bmegranates Thanksgiving Service was held. The
blessed pomegranatesere later distributed to the congregatio members to take
homeas a symbol of the New Year.

5 January,the Divine Liturgy on the Eve of the Feast of the Holy Nativity of our Lord Jesuhi@t (Jrakalooyts)wvas
celebratedat St Maryés Church foll owed by a procession | eadi
Blessing of the Residence ceremony took place. The evening continued with the traditional Easter dinner and mertime

{ 6 January on the Feast of the Holy Nativity and Theophany of our Lord
4y Jesus Christthe Divine Liturgy was celebrated with the church filled to

| capacity with its faithful community members who once again were
= renewed by the Good News of the Holy Bin. The beautiful voices of the
Zvartnots Choir provided the accompaniment to th®ivine Liturgy. At

the conclusion the Blessing of the Water Service was conducted with
| the Holy Muron which was later distributed to the congregation for

| restorationof the soul and body.

This year 6s Godfather of the Cros:
Holy Crossfrom the Holy Altar home with him afterwards. At the
conclusion of the 8 holy days of Christmas the Holy Cross was returned
to the Church.

WENTWORTHVITISY PENY
Ar meni an Apostolic C

1 Januaryi Similarly to all the
sister parishes Very Reverend |
Father Yeremia Abgaryan, Parish}|
Priest of Holy Trinity Church
celebrated the Divine Liturgy
followed by the Blessing of the
Pomegranates Thanksgihg service. In his sermon, Fatheleremia urged the
faithful at the start of the new year to strive for a holy heart and mind of humility
to reflect in their lives.

5 Januaryi His Eminence Archbishop Haigazoun Najarian celebrated the Divine

Liturgy on the Eve of the Feast of Holy NativityJrakalooytsjnd following the

church service the procession made its way to the Batmanian hall for the Blessing

~ of Residence ceremony. The large gathered crowd joined the Primate for a
: traditional Christmas Eve megbrepared by the Church Ladies Auxiliary, donated

by Mr Jack Nercessian as thanksgiving for the blessing of two Godfather crosses in

the church.

6 Januani On the Feast of the Holy Nativity, FrYeremiacelebrated the Divine
Liturgy with his faithful floc k and conducted the Blessing of Water secei on the




Feast of the Holy Theophany of our Lord Jesus Christ. It was a very
emotional service for the congregation as it was the finBivine
Liturgy in Sydney their Pastor would celebrate with them before
returning back to the Mother see of Holy Etchmiadzin.

7 Januaryi A general requiem service was held at Rookwood
Cemetery by Father Yeremia assisted by Garo Tahmizian and
blessings of the graves were conducted on this day Mérefots.
Father Yeremia gave iB final sermon to the small number of
community members who were present, imparting Godly wisdo
and inspired words to comfort and nourish the soul.

’ P

| 8 Januaryi A farewell gathering was held for Father Yeremia attended by Reverend Fathers

Norayr Patanian Bartev Karakashian and Avetis Hambardzumyan, Mr Stepan Kerkyasharian

Vice Chairman of the Diocesan Council, Mr Bedros Zorlu Chairman of Holy Resurrection

The evening commenced with a welcome address by Parish Council \Wi€hairman Mr
Yakenian Ceor di nat or of the Seniorsbo Soci al

Sunday School students which was
very well received; Mr Stepan
Kerkyasharian and Father Avetis
who with Mr Zorlu presented a gift
Father Yeremia with a gift from the
. Holy Resurrecton Parish Council.

sang the Pontifical hymn (Hayrabedagan Maghtank)
In appreciation of their service the Ladies Auxiliary
was invited from the kitchen toreceive the applaiwse
they so well deserve The final words were Father

thanking everyone and especially the Ladies Auxiliary
for their tireless service. Needless to say,Father
Yeremia will be sorelymissedby his church family.

9 Januaryi A group of 30 accompanied Father Yeremia to th@ss
airport to bid him farewell. It was a difficult time for everyone to ™
say their gootbyes to a Parish Priest they loved and who hag
himself embraced them so warmly.
The fruitful ministry of Father Yeremia in this one year with the
community-building he achieved, the establishment of the
Sunday School , seniorsb6 @asiorc
through the Christian message of love will be his legacy that
now up to the church bodies to continue as they look towarg
welcoming their new Parish Priest from the Mother Sem the
coming months

Church Parish Council, benefactor Mr Krikor Batmanian, invited guests and parishioners.
Vazken Yegenian followed by the Chairman Mr Nahabet Hacadurian and speakers Mrs Linda

Sunday Schdowho with fellow teachers had organised a small presentation by a group of

Yer emi ads a is joyeof serving the gassk d
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11 Chatswood Avenue, Chatswood

Wednesday 26 February 2020 at 7.30 pm

Diocesan Centre ~ 11 Chatswood Avenue, Chatswood
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. DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEAL
11 Chatswood Avenuétreet, Chatswood (02) 9161 4000 diocese@armenian.com.au

Friends of the Diocese

N

Archbishop Haigazoun Najarian
Mr & Mrs Sarkis & Alice Der Bedrossian
Mr & Mrs Kevork & Marina Tchaprazian
Dr & Mrs Artin & Maro Jebejian
Mr & Mrs John & Taleen Marcarian
Holy Resurrection Church
Mr Henry John
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Mr John Nazarian
Dr & Mrs Garo & Laura Artinian
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Mr & Mrs Diran & Virginia Vahratian
Mrs Ello Meguerditchian,
Alexander & Robert Yaghljian Family
Mr & Mrs Hagop & Asdghig Aladjadjian

Mr & Mrs Noubar & Gina Mazloumian
Dr & Mrs Assadour & Gracy Ekmejian
Mr & Mrs Jack & Sirvart EImassian

DONATION TO THE DIOCESE
Mr & Mrs Aris & Anahid Evaniané é .. $5,000.00
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Thank You to
Dr & Mrs Artin & Maro Jebejian
for their ongoing support

T o discuss sponsoring an issue
of Paros or placing a business advertisement,
please contact MrsLaura Artinian
on 0409049304




