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ARMENIAN,	ASSYRIAN	AND	GREEK	GENOCIDES	

COMMEMORATIVE	STATEMENT	
Whereas:	
i.	 24th	April	1915,	the	day	before	ANZAC	Day,	is	recognised	as	the	day	when	the	
genocide	of	the	Christian	Armenian	population	of	the	Ottoman	Empire	by	the	then	
Ottoman	Government	during	World	War	I	commenced,	and	is	the	date	on	which	the	
Armenian	Genocide	is	commemorated	each	year;		and	
ii.	 the	Armenian	Genocide	emboldened	the	Ottoman	Government	to	follow	with	the	
attempted	 extermination	 of	 the	 remaining	 Christian	 minorities	 of	 the	 Ottoman	
Empire	during	and	immediately	after	World	War	I,	namely	the	Assyrian	and	Greek	
Communities.		

The	NSW	Ecumenical	Council:		
a.	 acknowledges	that	the	attempted	systematic	extermination	by	the	then-Ottoman	
Government	 of	 its	 Christian	 Armenian	 population	 during	World	War	 I	 and	 until	
1922,	resulting	in	approximately	1.5	million	Armenian	men,	women	and	children	
being	 murdered,	 was	 a	 crime	 against	 humanity	 recognised	 as	 genocide	 by	 Dr	
Raphael	Lemkin,	the	founding	father	and	author	of	the	United	Nations	Convention	
on	the	Prevention	and	Punishment	of	the	Crime	of	Genocide	who	authored	the	term	
“genocide”,	as	well	as	by	the	International	Association	of	Genocide	Scholars;	
b.	 acknowledges	that	the	Assyrian	and	Greek	populations	of	the	Ottoman	Empire	
were	also	subjected	to	qualitatively	similar	genocides	by	the	Ottoman	Government	
between	1915	and	1922;	
c.	 joins	the	members	of	the	Armenian-Australian,	Assyrian-Australian	and	Greek-
Australian	Communities	in	honouring	the	memory	of	the	millions	of	innocent	men,	
women	and	children	who	fell	victim	to	the	first	genocide	of	the	twentieth	century;	
d.	 condemns	 the	 Genocide	 of	 the	 Christian	 Armenian,	 Assyrian	 and	 Greek	
indigenous	population	of	the	Ottoman	Empire,	living	on	their	ancestral	lands	during	
and	after	World	War	I	and	all	other	acts	of	genocide	committed	during	the	twentieth	
century	and	during	this	century	as	the	ultimate	act	of	racial,	religious	and	cultural	
intolerance;		
e.	 recognises	 the	 importance	 of	 remembering	 and	 learning	 from	 such	 dark	
chapters	 in	 human	 history	 to	 ensure	 that	 such	 crimes	 against	 humanity	 are	 not	
allowed	to	be	repeated;	
f.	 condemns	and	objects	to	all	attempts	to	use	the	passage	of	time	to	deny	or	distort	
the	historical	truth	of	these	crimes	against	humanity;	
g.	 recalls	 the	 testimonies	 of,	 and	 honours,	 the	 ANZAC	 servicemen	who	 rescued	
Armenian,	Assyrian	and	Greek	genocide	survivors;	
j.	 acknowledges	 and	 honours	 the	 significant	 humanitarian	 relief	 contribution	
made	by	the	then	newly	formed	Commonwealth	of	Australia,	including	its	churches,	
to	the	orphans	and	other	survivors	of	the	Armenian	Genocide,	being	Australia’s	first	
major	international	humanitarian	effort	after	Federation;	and	
k.	 calls	 on	 all	 legislative	 bodies,	 including	 the	 Commonwealth	 Government	 of	
Australia,	officially	to	condemn	the	genocide	of	the	Armenian,	Assyrian	and	Greek	
people	and	any	attempt	to	deny	such	crimes	against	humanity.	

23rd	April,	2020	
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