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HIS EMINENCE
ARCHBISHOP HOVNAN DERDERIAN
Chairman of the Restoration Committee

will be in Sydney from
28 FEBRUARY — 1 MARCH 2020
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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE OF

HIS EMINENCE ARCHBISHOP HAIGAZOUN NAJARIAN
PRIMATE OF THE DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND

“Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and his name
shall be called Emmanuel, (which means, God with us).”
Matthew 1:23; IS 7:14

To our faithful people, Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
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¥ On this festive season as we celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ,
please accept on behalf of our Clergy, Diocesan and Parish Councils our
"% heartfelt congratulations and good wishes to you and to your loved ones.

| Through the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem, salvation became possible for
§ humanity. Since than throughout our history the Lord was always with
#i us. We forgot His presence and did not hear the voice of the True
Shepherd and went astray, did not see His light and wandered in the
24 darkness, rejected His lifegiving words and His lifesaving medicine
surrendered to the claws of death.

@ Nowadays throughout our Christmas festivities many people come
together to celebrate the feast with food and drink, exchange gifts and
presents, in all these there is one person absent on whose behalf we have the holiday and the festivities; our Lord
Jesus Christ.
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Yes, we are under pressure and our numbers dwindling but we have not given up hope. As the children of light,
let us put on the armour of God, the breastplate of righteousness, the shield of faith, the helmet of salvation and
the sword of the spirit to quench all the flaming darts of the evil one. (ff Ephes.6:13). Be assured that the final
victory is ours as God is with us as.

May the peace emanating from the cave of Bethlehem be spread all over the world and the love of baby Jesus
enter the heart of every single individual giving hope where there is disparity, light where there is darkness and
will to live where there is utter disillusionment.

May your Christ worthy life shine and lead your children and grandchildren in the right direction, and may our
prayers and supplications reach our Lord, and may the baby Jesus dwell in our hearts with His innocence and His
eternal message of peace and love.

CHRIST IS BORN AND REVEALED
BLESSED IS THE REVELATION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST

Archbishop Haigazoun Najarian
Primate



APPEALTO
OUR COMMUNITY

“This Is, this is, the Only Begotten Descended,

My King of the virgin birth,

To Whom I am the bride

To the world-land of Togarma'’s descendants.”
Stepanos Syunetsi

The Old Testament places Paradise on the shores of the Aradzani River (Eastern Euphrates). According to the story of Noah,
Mount Ararat was the beginning of a new humanity and culture. It is true that the Apostles St Thaddeus and Bartholomew
preached Christianity in Armenia from where our Apostolic origin is rooted however it was the spiritual awakening and
vision of St Gregory the Illuminator of the Only Begotten descending from heaven. He outlined the appearance of the
Cathedral, which would serve as a bridge or stairway between earth and heaven.

King Tiridates carried down rocks from Mt Masis to build the temple, Queen Ashkhen and the King’s sister Khosrovidoukht
moved soil with their aprons, and palace officials, ministers and soldiers joined in the construction, bringing stone, wood,
silver, gold and gold material. Every single member of the nation contributed to the construction of this Sanctuary, the
Mother of all other churches.

"This temple of God is not only the home of the believers’ prayers and petitions, but also the seat of the high priesthood,
which is "an example of the incarnation of the image of Christ." By descending upon Armenia it was sanctified, the
Armenian people became a Holy and Elected nation."

The Armenian statehood changed over the centuries, as did the Church with its Patriarchal See relocated to, Dvin,
Zvartnots, Ani, Hromgla, Sis, until in 1441 when it returned to its native cradle, Holy Echmiadzin.

The cathedral, as a functioning structure, has undergone centuries of renovations and changes, for example, in the day of
Ghazar Parpetsi in 480 AD, and in the day of Catholicos Komitas in 618 a stone-built central dome was built. In 1614, instead
of moving Etchmiadzin completely, Shah Abbas removed 15 stones transporting them to New Julfa in order for the
Armenians who had been displaced to forget Holy Etchmiadzin and be tied to Persian soil. Around 1627, Movses Tatevatsi
undertook major renovations to the Mother Cathedral and the monastery. In 1658, Catholicos Hagop Jughayetsi added the
bell tower, and the museum adjacent to the cathedral was built in 1870 by George II. The last major renovation was during
the tenure of Vazken I in the 1960s. Over the centuries, in spite of the repairs, the elements of nature have imposed ruin, the
stone has lost its strength, the mortar between the stones has become dust, rusting of even the heaviest iron has made it
useless. Today, this is the state of the holiness of our sacred Holy Etchmiadzin. It is a miracle it has not been devastated from
earthquakes. The God-given gift of being anointed with the vision of St Gregory the Illuminator has come to us through our
ancestors, through faith, prayer, sweat, unspeakable sacrifice and blood.

It is now the responsibility of all of us to respond to the call of Karekin II Catholicos of All Armenians to contribute
financially to the restoration of Holy Etchmiadzin so it can continue to intercede for us and future generations as the New
Zion, the Stairway to Jacob, the Saviour of the Armenian World.

The renovation of the cathedral must be so beautiful and proper that we can say to Stepanos Syunetsi, “Its restoration for us
is such that we will never remember its previous glory” or, to say to any author, “Through this renovation of the
Sacred Sanctuary our House in the East flourished, blossomed.” (referring to the geographical location of the
Mother Church- Etchmiadzin in view of the Western Churches Byzantium, Rome)

Dear fellow Armenians, only with our collective effort we can save Holy Etchmiadzin. This requires a united stance,
conviction and faith.

His Eminence Archbishop Hovnan Derderian, Chairman of the Restoration Committee of Holy Etchmiadzin will arrive in
Sydney on February 28 raise donations from our Community.

Let us support the Appeal and spare no efforts to restore the Cathedral of Holy Etchmiadzin.

Prayerfully
Archbishop Haigazoun Najarian
Primate



DIOCESAN NEWS

Sunday 1 December — His Eminence Archbishop Haigazoun Najarian visited the
pocket Armenian community of Perth accompanied by Reverend Father Bartev
Karakashian. They were the guests of Mr Vasken Mavlian, founder and editor of |
Perth’s ‘Armenian Weekend Newsletter’. Archbishop Najarian celebrated Holy Mass |
and delivered a sermon in keeping with the mission of the Holy Apostles St Thaddeus
and St Bartholomew. Close to 50 faithful community members participated during
Holy Mass, including several new residents emigrating from Armenia, Syria and Iraq.
Refreshments were prepared and served in the church hall. A group of volunteers
have initiated the establishment of a Saturday School; the Archbishop offered his
pastoral advice, and gave assurance of his support, urging the committee to explore all
avenues of the project to achieve success in this important mission.

Sunday 1 December — At the invitation of Berowra MP Julian Leeser, Chancellor Nishan Basmajian attended a gathering at
his Pennant Hills home. During the intimate conversation, Mr Leeser expressed gratitude for the support shown by the
Armenian community and in return, his unwavering support back.

— Tuesday 3 December — The Archbishop participated in a bus trip to

- Wollongong, organised by the Armenian Community Welfare Centre.
Reverend Father Norayr Patanian also joined the group of close to 70
seniors. It was an enjoyable day for all who took part. The day’s program
included a visit to the Nan Tien Buddhist Temple. For many, it was the first
visit to the Temple, which was built in 1995. Paros editorial congratulates
Yeretsgin Hasmig Hambardzumyan on organising the outing, creating a day
of enjoyment for our senior community members.

' Tuesday 3 December — At the invitation of the Premier the Hon Gladys
- Berejiklian and Multicultural Affairs MP, Geoff Lee, Chancellor Nishan
. Basmajian attended a dinner to honour the contributions of the various
’ media organisations, which relay news to communities across Australia. In
. . the Premier’s words “on topics, which would not otherwise have been
heard” she said and continued, “..... we owe thlS to your bold efforts as journalists, editors and broadcasters”. Close to 400
guests included representatives from various ethnic groups, parliamentary figures, government and spiritual leaders. The
Chancellor thanked MP Geoff Lee, who has become a staunch ally of the Diocese.

Tuesday 3 December — The Primate presided over the periodic meeting of the Australian branch of the Hayastan Il
All-Armenian Fund Committee. The agenda highlighted details of the 22 November fundraiser which introduced ’
Armenian singer from Armenia, Sevak Amroyan. »
Thursday 5 December — The Primate and Chancellor participated in the bi-annual meeting of the Heads of Churches held
and organised by the NSW Ecumenical Council. The meeting was held at the Coptic Orthodox St Pope Kyrillos Church in
Monterey, NSW. The topic on the agenda was “Domestic Violence — In Our Backyard”. The parish priest, Fr Yousef Fanous
opened the meeting with prayer; Reverend Michelle Hazel-Jawhary of the Anglican Diocese of Newcastle spoke on the topic
“Understanding what domestic violence is and its indicators — Perspective from Churches”. During the second sitting of the
meeting, NSW Police Officer, Carly Ball addressed the topic of Family Violence from the perspective of policing and gave
her response to the various questions. Archbishop Najarian expressed his gratitude to the two speakers, for the
enlightenment on this crucial social problem, highlighting the imporant role of the church, and the new legal rights afforded
to police, individuals and organisations. Officer Ball stated that over the last 12 months, 32 women had been murdered in
New South Wales as a result of domestic violence.



Thursday 5 December — Archbishop Najarian presided over
the Holy Resurrection Church Sunday School Christmas
carols evening which was held on the lawns of the church
with close to 200 present. The three priests of the parish
were present as were members of the Diocesan and Parish
Councils. The 30 Sunday School students recited Psalms,
poems, performed songs, both solo and in unison, receiving

delighted applause from the audience. It is a commendable and
heartwarming effort by the Sunday School headed by Yeretsgin
Hambardzumyan. The assisting teachers are Mesdames

: Vachoohi Mardirossian, Rita Boymoushakian-Keshishian,
Mariana Poghosyan and Loubna Setrakian. The ACYA brought its welcome participation during the evening singing two
carols. The united effort of Yeretsgin and the assistants are truly commendable, and has seen unparalleled progress over the
last two years. Paros editorial congratulates Yeretsgin and her associates on this successful ministry.

Saturday 7 December — Accompanied by the Chancellor, Archbishop Najarian attended the Hamazkaine Tarkmanchadz end
of year concert in the hall of Willoughby Primary School. Also attendlng were Very Revernd Father Ardag Arabian,
Armenian community organisation represent- BN 03 V0SB e e 2 e
tatives, guests, parents and friends numbering
more than 200. A short and fitting program of
performances was dedicated to the 150%
anniversary of the birth of Hovannes Tumanyan
and Gomidas Vartabed. The school children
beautifully presented both giants to the viewing
audience. In her address, the Principal, Mrs
Zarouhi Manougian empahsised the importance
of the inter-relationship between School and
Church in order to provide an all-encompassing
education to Armenian children. The school
board initiated the Zarouhi Manougian Award
honouring the educator for the generations she
has taught over several decades; Mrs Manougian L G S A 1< IR

is worthy of all praise and honour. The first award was presented to Nareg Demirdjian. The
Regional Committee of the Armenian Relief Society also presented an award to an exemplary
achieving student. Such concepts have a deeper significance as they reflect the great respect and
appreciation in which the Armenian school teacher and the Armenian school establishment are
held. At the close of the concert, Archbishop Najarian was invited to convey his message; he
commended the choice of theme chosen for the concert and the booklet which formed the
| program. He congratulated the teachers and the Year 6 graduates. He encouraged the students to
return to the school and continue their Armenian education. The Archbishop praised the parents,
“the love of our culture and dedication to it is all embracing and commences in the home. You,
parents, are the implementers of the teachers’ directives and it is owing to your direction in the
home that your children will be proud of their identity.” The concert was closed with the
Primate’s benediction.




Saturday 7 December — Chancellor Nishan Basmajian participated in the Interfaith Peace Dinner,
organised by Parish Minister, Reverend Dr Manas Ghosh of the Uniting Church Parramatta
Mission, Leigh Memorial Congregation. One year prior, Archbishop Najarian had been invited as
keynote speaker during the event. This year the keynote speaker was the President of the Uniting
Church in Australia, Dr Deidre Palmer presenting her viewpoint on how to achieve peace based
on the focus of “Let us walk together on the path to peace”. Reverend Ghosh reminded the
attendees on the poignant content of Archbishop Najarian’s address. Father Shenouda Mansour
delivered a message explaining the definition of loving each other and concluded his message by
saying, “each person is a gift to one another on the path to love and peace”.

Sunday 8 December — Mr and Mrs Pierre and Lena Ishkhanian gifted Archbishop
Najarian an episcopal staff which was blessed in the Holy Resurrection Church in the
presence of the sponsors and their families. The Archbishop expressed his appreciation
and blessed the couple, who have been supporters of the Diocese and the Church over
many years. Following Holy Mass, the Primate, Father Avetis, Messrs Sarkis Der
Bedrossian, Bedros Zorlu and the Chancellor received Mr and Mrs Ishkhanian in the
Diocesan Centre, where the Archbishop and Father Avetis praised them for their
dedication to their nation and church.

Sunday 8 December — Following
| the requiem service on the 40%
’ day of passing of the late church
benefactor John Nahabedian,
the Archbishop, Father Avetis,
Messrs Der Bedrossian, Bedros Zorlu and the Chancellor received
John Nahabedian’s widow Mrs Hrantouhi, children Taleen, Tina and
Hrair and their families in the Diocesan Centre. The Archbishop
praised the contribution of the deceased, sponsoring the renovation
of the Holy Altar and remaining a constant supporter of the church. ‘
On this occasion, the condolence letter from His Holiness Karekin II

Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians was presented to the deceased’s widow.

| Sunday 8 December — The AGBU Alexander Primary
1 School end of year concert was held under the auspices of
| Archbishop Najarian, attended by the Primate, Father
Avetis Hambardzumyan, Mr Bedros Zorlu, with the
| AGBU and school community.
The first part of the program was dedicated to Christmas
with dances, songs, and recitations with the Kindergarten
and Infants students participating.
The second half was dedicated to graduating students
Albert Tomasian, Asbed Anoushian, Samson Panikian,
and Zabel Panikian. Principal Manoug Demirjian
reported on the academic year past and explained how
the school will celebrate its 30* anniversary in 2020.
The new school captain for 2020 was announced to be

Sara Demirjian who was also awarded the 2019 Alexander Medal.

In his closing address, Archbishop Najarian said, “Today these students made us all happy taking us back to childhood
memories of our first graduation day which is an unforgettable memory.” He continued to remark, “This school is unlike
other schools and what may seem as a negative has been turned into a positive where students receive unique, one to one

attention with their education that has twofold results, at a national, cultural, religious level, just as an Armenian school
should be.”



He commended the performances of the graduates dedicated to the 150th anniversary of Gomidas and he instructed the
students to follow Gomidas' example and read Armenian literature on their journey of life without fear or hesitation. As
guidance, he said “you are each unique and God has given you special gifts that no one else has, use them all wisely, don’t
look at others around you to see what they are doing, always remembering what your parents, your teachers have instructed
and taught you.”

Bibles were giftd to the graduating students by the Parish Council of Holy Resurrection Church.

At the end of the program, a graduation party was held in honour of the graduates hosted by the parents of the Year 5
students.

Monday 9 December — By the invitation of Miss Colette Mardirossian, the co-
ordinator of the weekly Monday Seniors’ Group in the Ryde Civic Centre, the
| Primate attended the New Year and Christmas gathering accompanied by

;. Father Norayr and Yeretsgin Patanian, and the Chancellor. The singing,
dancing and recitations by our beloved elderly filled the atmosphere with
intimacy and warmth. Father Norayr also participated by singing. Ryde
Councillor, Mr Sarkis Yedelian
delivered his address, emphasis-
ing the collaboration of the
Council with the Armenian
Church. The Manager of the
Civic Centre, Mrs Zoe informed
the gathering that Miss Colette Mardirossian would no longer be co-
ordinating the weekly gatherings and would be replaced by Mrs Maral
Komshouian. The Archbishop was invited to convey his message; thanking
Miss Mardirossian for her tireless efforts over the last two years and
welcomed the new co-ordinator Mrs Komshouian. Directing his attention to
our seniors, he stated “we not only have the opportunity to see each other in
this Centre, but also to reveal our talents, to support one another and to be strengthened by each other. I pray for God to
grant good health and happiness to each of you according to His will. Whatever you hope to do for your happiness, do it
today, as we don’t know what tomorrow brings. May God keep the smiles of your faces eternally.”

Monday 9 December — The Archbishop presided over the periodic Diocesan Council meeting. The meeting tabled the
monthly reports of the Primate and the Parishes; discussed sponsorship of the restoration project of the Mother Cathedral of
Holy Etchmiadzin with decisions taken; reviewed relational and financial matters.

Tuesday 10 December — Archbishop Najartian presided over the periodic meeting of the Properties Committee when
strategic planning matters were discussed.

Wednesday 11 December - Archbishop Najartian received AGBU Sydney Chapter’s Chairman Mr Mihran Lepejian and ANC
Executive Director Mr Haig Kayserian in his office to discuss united plans in the futue.

Wednesday 11 December — The Primate was represented by Very Reverend Father Ardag Arabian at the Hamazkaine
Galstaun College Presentation evening. The evening was led by Ms Sally Band, who most impressively articuklated the
opening address in Armenian with correct accentuation, grabbing the applause of the audience. The Diocesan Council was
represented by Mr Sarkis Der Bedrossian and the Parish Council of the Holy Resurrection Church
by Mr Apig Geozikaraian. A delightful creative program was presented by the students and a
number of awards granted. The gift of the Holy Resurrection Church was presented by Mr
Geozikaraian. Addresses were given by Principal Mr Eddy Demirdjian, School Board Chairman
Mr Hrach Boghossian and from Aleppo's Karen Jeppe College Alumni Association Mr Boghos
Baliozian who donated $ 5,000 in the name of the Association. The closing speech was given by
Father Ardag who encouraged the award recipients not to rest on their awards but to let them
serve as an impetus for future success. The Reverend Father continued to say that in life’s struggle,
we can rise and raise up others with us.




Friday 13 December — At Bonnyrigg’s Lantana reception venue, a fundraising
Christmas Banquet was held under the auspices of the Primate Archbishop
Najarian, organised by the Parish Council of Holy Trinity Church. In
attendance were the priests of the Holy Resurrection Church Father Norayr
Patanaian, Father Bartev Karakashian, Father Avetis Hambardzumyan,
Diocesan Council Chairman Mr Sarkis Der Bedrossian, Vice-Chairman Mr
Stepan Keryasharian and Diocesan councillor Mr Garo Aladjadjian, Holy
Resurrection Church Chairman Mr Bedros Zorlu, and representatives from
bodies of the two parishes. Very Reverend Father Yermia Abgaryan, Parish
Pastor of Holy Trinity Church, welcomed everyone after which the master of

ceremony for the evening, Nishan Basmajlan explained the nature and purpose of the function. The evening was enriched by

= = - the Areni Armenian Band led by much-loved singer of our community Raffy
Adourian. An excellent playlist of Armenian, Middle Eastern and European
g, songs engaged everyone to enjoy a festive and lively evening. Among the
guests were NSW Legislative Assembly and Member for Granville Ms Julia
Fiinn as well as Councillor Lisa
Lake Member for the the Ward
of Wenthworthille on the
Cumberland Council with her
husband Alex. The evening’s
raffle and pledged donations
raised a net sum of $30,000. The
purpose of the evening’s fundralslng effort was earmarked for the Parish’s
Property Fund to purchase a parish residence for the Holy Trinity Church of
which the driving force behind this project is Father Yeremia. About 330
attended this very successful function.

| Monday 16 December — Archbishop Najarian with the Heads of Middle
Eastern Churches was the dinner guest of Archbishop Makarios, the
Primate of the Greek Orthodox Church, elected in June. The visit was to
oficially congratulate the Archbishop. Archbishop Makarios is a highly
knowledgeable, vastly experienced, easy to communicate, approachable and
humble clergyman. During the luncheon issues were raised about
strengthening the Christian faith, religious freedom and a united position.
His Eminence presented the Archbishop with an Armenian sacred
miniature-icon representing the Holy Resurrection. Archbishop Makarios
highly appreciated this precious gift. In a fraternal atmosphere, they prayed
at the end of the meeting, agreeing to continue this united mission.

Tuesday 17 December — — In the evening, Archbishop Najarian with the Chancellor received newly elected
members of the Hamazkaine Regional Committee comprising of Mesdames Seta Hovagimian (Chairperson),
Silva Nazarian and Messrs Vahik Haroutunian, Mosik Injejikian (Secretary) and Raffi Shishoian. The
Archbishop welcomed the guests and touched upon the important and ongoing work of Hamazkaine and the I -
Armenian Church within the cultural context. The Committee members acknowledged that many

opportunities for co-operation exist between the two institutions to serve our community and our nation. Within the
framework of educational needs, the Archbishop expressed his and the Prelacy's willingness to work together for the love
and well being of the Armenian student. The overall conclusion was that this important meeting will bear fruit in the future
and that the strong relations established between the Prelacy and Hamazkaine will move beyond into a new phase.

Wednesday 18 December — At the invitation of Archbishop Najarian, Mr Michael Carapiet, Founding Director of the
Carapiet Foundation, paid him a visit at the Diocesan Centre when they discussed the restoration of the Mother Cathedral of

Holy Etchmniadzin and the importance of Australian Armenians to rally to this most worthy of causes. He invited Mr Carapiet to
chair and lead this fundraising as we seek the community’s generous support.
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Welfare

Armenian CommunityWelfare Centre
In Sydney

Centre NeWS The Armenian Community Welfare Centre is the hub of activity at the Church

participants, rising from 15 to 80.

With the festive season upon us, the Community Centre was filled with
entertainment. On December 6%, students from Year 5 and 6 of AGBU
Alexander Primary School students presented a cheerful program with
their bright smiles led by Armenian Language Teacher Mrs Seta
Keoshgerian. Similarly on 29% November, a performance was warmly

of Holy Resurrection for our ————— : ‘
community '

Wednesday and Friday. The
customary monthly ACWC outings on Tuesdays have become a good ritual
for our seniors, and this is evidenced by the increasing number of

seniors  every

welcomed by students from Hamazkaine Galstaun College.

December 13% and 18™ were also very busy days for the Centre with
Mrs Marina Avagyan-Tchaprazian orgaising the annual Chritmas
parrties for the senior’s program. Some 100 seniors from all over
Sydney gathered to enjoy these days of celebration. Gifts were
distributed and an exciting artistic program entertained all the
participants creating a joyful atmosphere with songs, recitations and
dances. Such an atmosphere encourages the Centre's staff and
volunteers to make it as productive for our beloved seniors of our
community beyond 2020.

To conclude, we can certainly say that 2019 was a successful year for
Welfare Centre. It is notewort hy that the number of visitors has
increased with 60 new members who are willing and happy to
attend the Centre every week.

The last day for the Centre this year befre the New Year break is on Friday 20" December and will reopen on Wednesday 8%

January 2020.

On this occasion, the ACWC expresses its deep
gratitude to all its old and new members who trusted
us, showed great willingness, tolerance, kind attitude
towards the staff and volunteers of the Centre and
have supported our programs with their participation.

A Happy New Year and Merry Christmas to all

A ¢ "

Yereckin Hasmig Hambardzumyan




A Glance At Our Year Just Past

Since moving into our new offices earlier this year and following the official opening
by His Holiness Karekin II, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians in
February, Centre embarked in providing a home to our Community members with its
spiritual, national and academic mission.

Taking the Church to the people

With a focus to bring the Church closer to its people, in the past year the Primate’s
encouragement of our three churches in Sydney and Melbourne saw the
unprecedented engagement of our Diocese clergy and Parish Councils with the
. community. He himself has ensured his presence was everywhere, within Armenian
community schools, among seniors’ groups, at cultural event and other forums.

Creating opportunities for community cohesion

In turn the Diocesan Centre was open to the community faithful and became the
centre of Armenian congregational life. Next to regular meetings of church bodies, the Centre held meetings with young
people, Armenian educators, and hosted numerous joint consultations of community organisations.

Reaching out to mission parishes & beyond

The ministry of the Armenian Apostolic Church, to reach out and provide spiritual nourishment and pastoral guidance
continues to be an important mission especially in pocket communities that are remote from an Armenian Church. This year
the Armenians of Adelaide, Perth, Brisbane and Auckland warmly received their annual visits from the Primate and Parish
Priests. However, more regular outreach opportunities are hoped for by these communities but can only be made possible
with adequate financial capacity.

Leading and guiding role

In its leadership role, the Primate and the Diocesan Council have continued to address various needs that have arisen in the
operations of the Sydney, Melbourne and mission parishes providing support, guidance and direction. Consultations with the
parishes have pursued in the process of developing policy guidelines on Clergy Remuneration Packages with a final
document to be ratified at the 2020 Diocesan Assembly.

Supporting youth initiatives

Over the course of the year, the Primate has welcomed
opportunities to share his time, knowledge and fatherly advice
to inspire and encourage the youth and their initiatives. In
particular, he participated in consultations with Church youth
(ACYA) on various matters including the evening Dusk
Service with English commentary on the Divine Liturgy as a
means of making the sacred worship service of the Armenian
Apostolic Church more understandable and meaningful; the
Q&A session with His Holiness the Pontifical Visit in Sydney,
moderated by the ACYA; the 150% commemoration event of |
Gomidas’ birth presented by ACYA; as well as providing his
guidance on how the youth should engage in spiritual
activities as a youth-based religious body.




Assisting welfare programs and needs

Whether it’s presiding over meetings of the Armenian Community Welfare Centre, Hayastan All-Armenian Fund,
fundraising for programs in Armenia or providing for the pastoral needs of newly-arrived migrant families from the Middle
East, the Primate and Diocesan office has actively persisted in this mission providing leadership, assistance and advocacy.

Making our voice heard

The Diocese continues to advance the stature of the Armenian community,
our culture and faith at every opportunity, whether at meetings with civic
authorities or in religious forums.

In 2019, the voices of churches were raised in NSW, among them our Church,
on various social issues including the Same Sex Marriage debate and Reform
Bill to changes in the Abortion legislation.

Through the monthly publication ‘Paros’, the bilingual Diocese Newsletter,
the happenings of our Diocese reach over 1,200 readers worldwide in both
print and electronic formats.

Maintaining ecumenical relations & partnerships

Our Diocese has a long history of active participation in ecumenical forums
and over the past two years, this has increased with the Primate’s involvement
in the Australian Middle Eastern Apostolic Christian Churches and the
Chancellor’s role on the Executive Committee of the NSW Ecumenical
Council. Fraternal relations continue to forge and the witness of the Church is
strengthened.
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“This, then, is how you ought to regard us: as servants of Christ and as those entrusted with the mysteries God has revealed.
Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithfil ”
- 1 Corinthians 4:1-2 -
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Youth News

ACYA Christmas OQutreach Visit

On Wednesday, 18 Decembers a group of ACYA
members of Holy Resurrection Church together with : ‘
Father Avetis Hambardzumyan visited the Chris O'Brien Lifehouse to sing a few Christmas Carols in Armenian and English.

The Chris O'Brien Lifehouse is a world renowned centre offering all the services a cancer patient may need, under one roof.
As many are aware, dear members within the Holy Resurrection Church community have been affected by cancer.
Therefore while the visit was challenging for the youth, it was most definitely a rewarding experience. How thankful we
were to share the festive spirit of Christmas to those at the Lifehouse. We hope that our voices travelled throughout - into
the rooms, theatres, the clinics and beyond. Our thoughts and prayers are with all those individuals and their families over
this festive season.

Tatiana Bedikian

The Paros editorial team commends the ACYA Youth on this initiative. They have demonstrated the A
profound message of Christmas that it is a time of giving. As the Christ child was God’s gift to humanity for '
the redemption of mankind, the love that is manifested in our Lord Jesus is the kind of love these youth (
have demonstrated — giving of themselves with their time, talent and treasure.
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Serving With Signity Pompassion & Excellence!

Proudly Australian owned and operated.
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The Paros editorial team wishes all our

readers a Happy New Year & Holy Christmas

‘It would be an honour
for me and my
compassionate staff
to assist you in your
time of need.”

Thank You to
Dr & Mrs Artin & Maro Jcbcjian
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Contact me for a d, obligati; iscussion

T o discuss sPonsoring an issue

Personalised/Professional service ® Burial or Cremation services
® Repatriation of remains (coming from overseas/sending overseas)
Fluent in many languages ® Will always answer your call 24/7 ® All cultures
For peace of mind, ask about our Pre-Paid Funeral - 3 years interest free payment plan*

* {For funeral services only, burial plots not included).




