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nuuptpwgptbpp Yp Yhpwplynih b hhugh wnbih 2wy
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MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS KAREKIN II, SUPREME PATRIARCH AND CATHOLICOS OF ALL
ARMENIANS, ON THE FIRST ARMENIAN REPUBLIC DAY

From the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin, we are extending our blessings and congratulations to our people on the
occasion of the First Armenian Republic Day.

The declaration of the First Republic of Armenia became a reality in the May heroic battles through the courage of
our fathers. Their glorious victory became the basis of the re-establishment of our independent statehood, which was a
century-old dream for our people.

The heroic deeds of the Armenians who have struggled for our homeland, our identity and statehood, the testimony
of love and faithfulness towards the nation and our sanctuaries is a message to each of us to be a worthy and devoted child of
our nation and homeland. Dear faithful, today with the same spirit and unity, we must be able to maintain our independent
statehood, our achievements in Armenia and Artsakh, and with the optimism of tomorrow, to continue building a
developing country and a bright future.

We pray that God keep our statehood and Homeland strong under His Holy Right Hand, supporting the Armenian
nation dispersed throughout the world and granting success to all our efforts for the love of the Homeland. With Blessings

KAREKIN IT CATHOLICOS OF ALL ARMENIANS



DIOCESAN NEWS

Thursday 2 May — The Primate His Eminence Archbishop Haigazoun Najarian, with the Chancellor Deacon Nishan
Basmajian, received the Armenian Relief Society (ARF or HOM) Regional Committee in the Diocesan Centre. The purpose
of the Committee’s visit was to congratulate the Primate on the bestowal of his new
title and to formally invite him to the 26 May HOM Event at which the NSW Premier
Gladys Berejiklian will attend. During the visit, the Primate was informed of the
current activities of the Society, its chapters and as always, expressed his support of
their challenging endeavours. The HOM Committee members thanked the
Archbishop, the Diocesan Council and the Parish Priests for their support and
encouragement of all HOM events. Suggestions were exchanged and mutually agreed
to combine efforts to benefit our growing younger generations in our families and the
Homeland. Emphasis was placed on education and biblical teaching. During the one
and a half hour constructive meeting a new window of opportunity was unveiled
between the Diocese and HOM. The Primate and Chancellor confirmed their
participation in the abovementioned calendar event.

Friday 3 May —

At the invitation of the
Homenetmen Training
Committee, the Primate
accompanied by the
Chancellor participated
in a seminar on leader training held in the Naremburn Park
Hall. The Archbishop gave a summary of the Holy Mass, the
Holy Sees of the Armenian Apostolic Church and the national
profile of the Church. The leaders raised a range of questions
and the Primate provided detailed responses to each. He invited
\‘ the Homenetmen leaders to a sequel seminar in the Diocesan
Centre and declared to all attending that he is prepared to
dedicate his time and energy to the education of the younger

generation. The commitment to education of Homenetmen is truly commendable, forging the way to grow and develop new
leaders and their understanding of the role of the Armenian Church in an integrated national and church life.

Saturday 4 May - The Chancellor Nishan Basmajian was present at the lecture organised by the AGBU Sydney Chapter of
visiting AGBU Central Board Member, Founder and President of the Armenian Virtual College (AVC), Dr Yervant Zorian.
Dr Zorian who resides in San Francisco is the designer of 35 inventions. The AVC commenced 2006 for individual learning




and developed into the wider platform benefitting Armenian schools in
2009 by teaching students; and presently reaching the Sydney AGBU Alec : O 4o
Manoogian Saturday School students, in Armenian language, history, ' .
culture and architecture. The system of learning is available in the Eastern AGBU —
and Western Armenian dialects, English, Russian, Spanish, French and
ARMENIAN
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Turkish. Dr Zorian explained and responded to various questions raised by
close to 80 keen community members. It is hoped that interest will lead to
the AVC being implemented in the Sydney and Melbourne Armenian
communities. Dr Zorian had delivered the same address to the Armenian
community in Melbourne on 3 May.

Sunday 5 May — Dr Zorian and his wife, Dr Rita Shadarevian-Zorian
visited the Holy Resurrection Church and the Diocesan Centre
accompanied by the AGBU Sydney Chapter Chairman Mr Mihran
Lepejian and Mr Noobar Yacoobian, President of the Armenian
Society of New Zealand. It is worth noting that in the city of
Auckland, New Zealand, five students take part in Armenian
language AVC classes. The visitors were the guests of the Primate,
the Chairman Mr Sarkis Der Bedrossian and the Chancellor. Dr
Zorian gave a comprehensive summation of the technology to teach
language and culture on a wider scale. The discussion resulted in the
Primate’s decision to appoint a committee under his direction, to
adopt and implement the AVC within the local community.

Friday 10 May — Under the leadership of Yereckin Hasmik Hambardzumyan, Mothers’ Day was celebrated in the Armenian
Welfare Centre. The Archbishop congratulated each mother, grandmother and great grandmother; blessing them and
wishing them good health. The weekly attending senior fathers and grandfathers also conveyed their warm messages to the
mothers.

Friday 10 May — Chancellor Nishan Basmajian participated in the Islamic Charitable '
Association Iftar Dinner under the auspices of Sheik Salim Alouani, the president of the “
Australian Dar Al Fatwa (the highest Council of Islam) in Liverpool. Several leading
political figures were present including the Premier, Ministers, Opposition and various
religious leaders from the Islamic, Christian, Hindu and Bahai faiths, etc. A program of
entertainment was included. To its credit, this Association has a range of charitable

institutions and schools teaching Arabic language and religion. The Association also
represents Al Azhari, the leading Arabic world theological centre with its university and
mosque. Two years ago, Archbishop Najarian and the Middle Eastern Church Leaders
were the guests of the Azhari Immam, Mohammed El Tayeb, and were impressed by his
open-minded views. The Chancellor and Imam Alouan had the opportunity to converse
on the potential of inter-faith activities. Dar Al Fatwa is a staunch advocate for the
ideology of co-existence and harmony, resisting and condemning extremist ideology.

' “ml lﬂ Sunday 12 May — Archbishop Najarian was the honoured guest of

1 Holy Resurrection Church's Ancillary body to the Parish Council at
the Mothers’ Day luncheon held in the Edgarian hall following the
Divine Liturgy. He was joined by Diocesan Council Chairman Mr
Sarkis Der Bedrossian with his wife, the Reverend Fathers and
Yeretsgins, Parish Council Chairman Mr Bedros Zorlu and his wife.
The afternoon was filled with joyfulness, great Armenian hospitality
and entertainment. The dedicated organising committee of ladies,
mothers themselves, demonstrated the true essence of motherhood
in their sacrificial service to ensure everyone had a good time
celebrating with their families. The function also served a dual




purpose in raising funds for the rehousing project of a family still living in a domik thirty years after the earthquake in
Armenia. This outreach program is under the direction of the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin. The Parish Council of Holy
Resurrection Church pledged its contribution of 16,000USD to His Holiness Karekin II during the Pontifical Visit earlier this
year.

Friday 10 May — With Reverend Father Avetis Hambardzumyan and
the Chancellor, Archbishop Najarian received Very Reverend Father
Hrant Tahanian from the Great House of Cilicia in the Diocesan Centre.
The Reverend Father was on a family visit in Sydney. During the warm,
cordial conversation, the Archbishop Najarian suggested he might wish
to meet with the youth to which he gladly agreed. (Read details of the
‘Meet and Greet’ in17 May.)

Monday 13 May — Archbishop Najarian presided over the Diocesan
Council periodic meeting. As the annual Diocesan General Assembly
date was drawing near, the meeting agenda focused primarily on the
Assembly; the Diocesan Council Activities and Financial Reports were
ratified, and the agenda with the format of proceedings confirmed.
Details of the Assembly are reported separately. The Council meeting
also discussed the commemorations of the 150® anniversary of Gomidas and Toomanian, as well as the 20™ anniversary of
the passing of Karekin I Catholicos of All Armenians of blessed memory.

Friday 17 May - With the blessing of Archbishop
Najarian the Armenian Church Youth ACYA of the Holy
Resurrection Church under the leadership of Reverend
Father Avetis Hambardzumyan hosted a ‘Meet and Greet’
evening with Very Reverend Father Hrant Tahanian, a
Canadian-born Armenian priest who was on a family visit
in Sydney. It was interesting for the mixed audience of
fifty comprised of youth and parents to hear from this
articulate, fluent Armenian-speaking diaspora raised
young man of how he entered the priesthood and how his
involvement in the Armenian Church, the Armenian
community and education in an Armenian school
impacted on his decision. Following his university studies
and experiences away from the close knit Armenian
environment, he had a calling to devote his life to God
and the Armenian Apostolic Church in which he was
raised and nurtured from his childhood and throughout
his youth. In his address, he explained how before making
a commitment, he explored different faiths, philosophies
and theories such as the Big Bang and evolution but was
drawn to the fact that Christianity and God’s Word
contained the answers to the Almighty Father as the
Creator of all. His theological studies led him to the Great
House of Cilicia in Antelias, Lebanon where he currently
serves as the Ecumenical Director. After an opportunity to
pose questions on his vocation and the path leading to it,
the second half of his address was a PowerPoint
presentation in which he gave an interesting overview of
the stages or milestones that defined the beginning of

Armenian Christendom. He compared them to a solar
eclipse and the phases of light and darkness in our history,
commencing with the first enlighteners, from the
Apostles St Thaddeus and St Bartholomew bringing the
Gospel message to Armenia in the first century, the
execution of the first Armenian martyr St Sandoukht,
followed by the martyrdom of St Hripsime and St Gayane
for their faith, St Gregory the Illuminator for the
conversion of the Armenian nation from paganism also
instituted the first Catholicos of All Armenians, St Mesrob
Mashdots for founding the Armenian Alphabet and
translating the Holy Bible, and St Vartan with his
Companions for their martyrdom in the Battle of Avarayr
which ultimately secured Armenians' right to practice
Christianity.



At the start of the gathering, Father Avetis Hambardzumyan opened
the session welcoming the Reverend Father to the parish and
presenting his brief biography. At the conclusion, he thanked Father
Tahanian inviting him to give the closing prayer and welcomed the
youth to spend some one on one time to personally make his
acquaintance whilst everyone else enjoyed refreshments.

Saturday 18 May — On Friday 17 May in the evening, the Primate left
for Melbourne, to preside over the 2019 Diocesan General Assembly. As
has become customary, the Assembly is held on the third Saturday and
Sunday month of May, alternately in Sydney and Melbourne each year.
On the Saturday morning at 9.30am the Properties Committee Annual

~  General Meeting was held with the Primate presiding. Various matters
were discussed in relation to the properties and set guidelines for the committee to follow. At 12.30pm the General Assembly
Meeting commenced with 25 eligible delegates present comprising of the Primate, Parish Priests, Diocesan and Parish

Councillors. The Chancellor by way of his position was present as
an observer. At the Primate’s invitation three youth representing
the three parish youth groups were invited as observers of which
two were able to attend. The Primate had also invited observers
from New Zealand, Perth, Adelaide and Brisbane, where small
communities have been established. Attending from Adelaide was
Ms Helena Gasparyan who presented a general profile of the
Adelaide community and put forward her suggestions. Due to
circumstances beyond their control, the invitees from the other
communities were unable to attend. The meeting heard the

Ay —

Activity
Reports
of the Primate and the Diocesan Council, ratified the Financial

Reports and the Budget; heard the Reports of the youth groups
with their suggestions, and confirmed the resolutions of the
meeting for the Diocesan Council to action. The elected Mr Zaven
Yaghljian as Chairman of the Meeting, Miss Roberta Hosikian,
English Secretary and Miss Hasmig Yaylayan, Armenian Secretary.
The St Mary’s Church Parish Council organised and hosted all
aspects of the two-day meetings to an impressive standard and the

=l Ladies Auxiliary had attended to all the meals.

During the lunchtime interval, the Primate, accompanied by the St Mary’s Church Parish Council Chairman and the
Chancellor, visited the Aginian Saturday School, met with each class individually, encouraging the students and their

teachers, bestowing his blessings upon them.




The first day’s meetings concluded at 7.30pm, followed by a formal dinner, hosted by the St Mary’s Church Parish Council
and the Ladies Auxiliary. The next morning, the Primate presided over the Sunday Holy Mass, celebrated by the Parish

Priest of Holy Trinity Church, Very Reverend Father Yeremia Abgaryan. The delegates joined the community faithful in
receiving Holy Communion and the Primate’s inspiring sermon. A new phase of service opens for the Diocesan Council.
With God’s will and the efforts of the Primate and the Diocese, the 2019-2020 year will be a beehive of activity and a centre
for spiritual education. The Primate returned to his official residence in Sydney Sunday evening, accompanied by the
Chairman Mr Sarkis Der Bedrossian.

Monday 20 May — With the Chancellor Nishan Basmajian, Archbishop Najarian received
Canadian intellectual, poet and long-time Montreal St James School Armenian language
teacher, Mr Haroutiun Berberian, who has been invited to Sydney by the Hamazkaine
Regional Committee for a one month study of our Hamazkaine day and Saturday School’s
Armenian language teaching methods and to present his observations and suggestions to the
Regional Committee. Mr Berberian has a wealth of experience and knowledge and is the
author of four volumes of poetry. The Primate and guest had opportunity for a pleasant two
hours of conversation, discussing matters concerning the Armenian schools, church and other
community issues. The visit by Mr Berberian will undoubtedly leave a positive impression on
our educational system. On 10 May Mr Berberian delivered a Lecture in the Panoyan Centre
titled ‘Modern Western Armenian Poetry’. More than 80 poetry enthusiasts attended the
event, including the Chancellor who had been officially invited and was asked to deliver the

closing address.

Wednesday 22 May — By the invitation of Premier Gladys Berejiklian, the Chancellor participated in the Iftar Dinner in
Parliament House. Close to 200 political, religious, government and general parliamentary members and Ministers were
present at the Dinner. This Iftar Dinner gives opportunity for the forging of working relationships.

Thursday 23 May - In the Diocesan Centre, the Primate and the Chancellor received the recently elected Hamazkaine Nairi
and Homenetmen Ararat Chapter committee members; Klar Haroutiunian, Maria Kahramanian, Ani
Boghosian, Karen Boghosian, Tadeh Karamian, Razmik Assadrian and Armont Hayrabedian. The purpose
the Committee’s visit was to acquaint the Archbishop with the new team and to congratulate the Primate
on his recently elevated title to Archbishop. For this occasion, the Committee presented the Primate with
a beautiful token gift. In response, the Archbishop expressed his appreciation of the commitment of Nairi
to the preservation of the Armenian identity in the community in the field of sports, and his continued
commitment to support their efforts in any way with the clergy. He continued that it is only through our
united work that we can serve our community and the future generations. The committee members,
headed by Diocesan benefactor Tadeh Karamian, raised various questions directed to the Archbishop who
responded with comprehensive detail. The topics discussed included the matter of inter-racial marriages,
the Toomanian Saturday School and the Armenian community psyche. As always, the Archbishop
reiterated his open door stance to the organisations - to unite in concerted works. We are hopeful that
this two hour long cordial visit has opened a new page of relations and joint collaboration between the
Diocesan Centre and Hamazkaine Nairi.
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Friday 24 May — At the invitation by the Hamazkaine
Galstaun College Principal, Archbishop Najarian attended
the Grandparents’ Day celebration, organised by the
Parents’ Committee, with the Chairman Sarkis Der
Bedrossian and the Chancellor Nishan Basmajian
accompanying him. The celebration was held in the
Nalbandian Hall with close to 300 parents, grandparents,
teachers and students gathered with representatives of
several community organisations. Armenian singer
Megerditch ~ Megerditchian  known as ‘Magich’
entertained, who is in Australia for the 101* anniversary
commemorations of the first Republic of Armenia. Master
of ceremonies, Mrs Sonia Bedrossian (Armenian) and
Steve Ferhadi (English) introduced an impressive program
produced by the teachers, Peri Minassian, Arpi Tavitian,
Betty Marashlian and Ayda Sarian, of the young students
performing dance, song and plays, validating the care,

guidance, and discipline of their grandfathers and
grandmothers has not been in vein and their resolve to
remain resolute in their national identity. The event
inspired donations amounting to $11,000. The Principal of
the College, Mr Eddie Demirdjian delivered his welcome
address in Armenian and English, emphasising the
commitment of the College to its mission to serve the
Armenian community’s educational needs. He invited
College graduate and currently children’s book author (in
Western, Eastern Armenian dialects and English) Mrs
Tina Djoulfayan to the stage for the launch of her first 10

books. She offered her remarks and expressed her
appreciation to the College Principal, the Armenian
Apostolic Church and in particular Father Avetis
Hambardzumyan who had generously supported the
project with his advice in the production of the beautiful
editions. Archbishop Najarian was then invited to the
stage and in his remarks emphasised three points as to
why it was important to observe this day: firstly, the
month of May is one of victory for Armenians with
Vartanants, Sardarabad and the pronouncement of
independence with the victory of Shushi, etc; secondly
because it is a day of respect tribute to Grandparents
whose presence is so important in our lives; and thirdly
this day is dedicated to gifting a book to grandchildren.
The Archbishop was greatly impressed by the College for
establishing this tradition when grandparents are led by
the hands of their grandchildren to the Tchaprazian
Library where under the supervision and guidance of Mrs
Aida Sarian and volunteer student helpers, they purchase
books for their grandchildren. Motivated by this, he too
took on a grandfather’s role and purchased books for two
students. Archbishop Najarian praised Mrs Djoulfayan’s
work and encouraged the audience to enrich their homes
with Armenian books. The Primate closed the function
with the Prayer of Protection after which College
Principal Mr Demirdjian accompanied the Archbishop to
the bust erected on the school grounds of Aram
Manoogian who declared the first Republic of Armenia.

Sunday 26 May — Having accepted the invitation of the Armenian Relief Society Regional Committee (ARF), accompanied by
Reverend Father Avetis Hambardzumyan, Messrs Sarkis Der Bedrossian, Bedros Zorlu, Avo Karageuzian and the Chancellor,
Archbishop Najarian participated in the commemoration of the ARF with about 300 ARF members and representatives from
nearly all the Armenian community organisations held at the North Ryde School of Arts Community Centre. It has become a
tradition for the Regional Committee to present a brief annual activities report to the audience. Four members were awarded
the ARF medal, Mesdames Hasmig Zaratsian, Arshalouys Tehmizian, Arshalouys Manjikian and Premier Gladys Berejiklian,
The evening Mistress of Ceremony was Mrs Sonia Bedrossian. After Mrs Nora Sevagian, Chairperson of the ARF Committee
conveyed her heartfelt message she welcomed the Premier who addressed the audience with her fluent Armenian saying,
“We need to dedicate ARF Day to the thousands of ARF members and remember them for their dedication by which they



have kept the beacon alight and have transtferred it from generation to
generation. I have been in political Iife for 16 years and have had the
close support of the ARF. If the ARF members had not stood beside me,
I could not have been in the position I am now.” Youth from the
Armenian Youth Federation (AYF) posed questions to the Premier
which she responded to in Armenian expressing the following ideas
' which are succinctly provided here. "With my involvement in the
AYF, I gained self-confidence and an understanding of what serving on
a committee is all. This is where I learnt how to conduct meetings and
what it means to get involved in community life. These experiences
helped me greatly in my future career path. It also taught be what it
means to serve sacrificially and how to understand others. This is what
my life is all about now and to meet the needs of my State is what I
value as satisfaction. I didn’t regret my decision to leave the banking industry and enter into public life although it was a
very difficult decision for me. I was mindful however that I didn’t want to regret not choosing the difficult path one day and
compromising on the easy one. My advice to younger generations is ypmniiiam
that one has to accept whatever life offers us. Whatever lies in the , e — —
future is not something I really think about, but one thing I do know is
. . . . ARMENIAN
to do the hard work, compassionately with devotion and without RELIEF SOCIETY
expectations otherwise you will have no fiture. In her responses the AUSTRALIA
Premier emphasised to generally have a positive outlook. “A positive
outlook opens your pathway, I have always been an optimist and with
that have moved forward.” The advice shared by the Premier will
undoubtedly motivate our youth to walk in Gladys path and new
Gladyses will sprout in the horizon of the Australian-Armenian
community. ‘ WITH THE PEOPLE
A beautiful artistic program was presented after which Archbishop SRR I TTo 0
Najarian was invited to the stage to close the evening with his address
and prayer. He expressed how he has always supported the ARS and continued to say ‘the birth date of the ARS is
noteworthy for it is a remarkable birth. We have to ask ourselves, who would have dealt with the issues in Cilicia, to look
after the Armenian orphans in the aftermath of the Armenian Genocide, who would have sheltered the orphans of the First
Armenian Republic if it weren't for the ARS? ARS women have a presence everywhere throughout the diaspora which is the
result of their dedication. I congratulate the unique work of the ARS women who have rightfully been recognised this
evening. Theirs is the pioneering example of the ARS and by its traditions will teach coming generations of ARS members.
And here we have an ARS member of the highest distinction, Gladys Berejiklian, and if the British have the Iron Lady, we
have a highly precious Diamond Lady, a dignified description of her character, whose service to Australia and for the praise
of the Armenian people is enormous.

Monday 27 May — Archbishop Najarian presided over the meeting of the Properties Committee following the Annual
General Meeting of 18 May to review the suggestions and outcomes from the meeting.

Wednesday 29 May - Archbishop Najarian and the Chancellor paid a
courtesy visit to the neighbouring Temple Emanuel belonging to the
Progressive Jewish Movement, different from the Jewish Orthodox,
where they were received by the Synagogue’s Rabbi Nicole Robertson
and Mrs Pauline Lazarus. During the meeting, the Rabbi and Mrs
Lazarus enlightened their guests on the Progressive Movement, the
Synagogue and its work which incorporates welfare, youth, preschool
and so forth. The Rabbi escorted the guests on a tour through the
Synagogue explaining their various religious services in more detail. At
the conclusion of the one and half hour cordial visit, the Rabbi promised
to visit the Diocesan Centre to strengthen our good neighbourhood ties.




The Friends of the Diocese Program was launched in October 2018 to ensure the Diocese has
sufficient operating funds to maintain and sustain its programs which include outreach to
mission parishes, Christian education, youth initiatives, community-building, and ecumenical

relations.

The Program is seeking endowments, a promise to commit an annual amount to support the
work of the Diocese. This commitment will demonstrate how passionately one cares about the
mission of the Armenian Apostolic Church and the Diocese's leadership role in the life of the
Australian-New Zealand-Armenian community.

Your partnership in this Program will help give life and purpose to the new Diocesan Centre and
as a Friend of the Diocese your endowment will bear fruit as acknowledgement on the 'Tree of

Life Cross' installation.

=. Golden Leaf $5,000 p.a.
\ Silver Leaf $2,000 p.a.
\ Bronze Leaf $1,000 p.a.

\ Supporter $ 500 p.a.

The reality is that the extent of our work and outreach is dependent on the
financial resources available to support our programs and ongoing expenses.

Thursday 30 May — On the occasion of the Ascension, the
Divine Liturgy was celebrated in the Holy Resurrection
Church. The celebrant and homilist was His Eminence
Archbishop Haigazoun Najarian with the Reverend Fathers
Avetis Hambardzumyan, Bartev Karakashian, Norayr
Patanian, members of the Loosavorich choir, deacons and
acolytes participating. It being mid-week and a work day the
number of parishioners was few. In his sermon the
Archbishop explained the significance of the Ascension
which led the way for the arrival of the Holy Spirit.
Following the church service, refreshments were served
in the Edgarian hall. Archbishop is keen in keeping our
traditions = and  observing  national-ecclesiastical
commemorations on their days.

BECOME A
FRIEND OF THE DIOCESE

Stating the Spinit. of Endowment

As these pages of Paros indicate, our Primate with the Diocesan Council,
Chancellor and associated bodies are here to serve and support our parishes and
faithful community through our ministry and mission.

For more information contact:

Nishan Basmajian
Email: diocese@armenian.com.au
Tel: 9161-4000 Mob: 0413364296




PLEASE JOIN US FOR

NSW Ecumenical Council q,

Annual Fund Raising Dinner 2019

3 Course Dinner - Donation: $50 per person including drinks

Keynote Speaker
Rev Dr Raymond Williamson OAM
President of the NSW Ecumenical Council, Emeritus General Secretary NSW Ecumenical Council,
Emeritus Scholar on Ecumenism, Australian Centre for Christianity and Culture
and Past Chair on Faith and Unity, National Council of Churches in Australia,
and Ex-Officio on a number of Commissions, Author of several Ecumenical books

“The Work of the Council - Secumenism in Action:
Post. Peesent and _Luture in the SAustealion Context’

Special Guest Speaker
His Beatitude Mar Meelis Zala
Metropolitan of the Archdiocese of Australia, New Zealand and Lebanon
of the Assyrian Church of the East in the Oceania region

Response to the work of the Commissions

Presentation 1: Chair of Overcoming Family Violence Commission
Reverend Canon Michelle Hazel-Jawhary SCP
Presentation 2: Chair for Middle East Commission
Mrs Carmen Lazar OAM
Followed by time for questions

When: SUNDAY, 11 AUGUST 2019, 7 PM - 10 PM
Where: St Hurmizd Assyrian Church of the East Cathedral, Edessa Hall
Address: 7-9 Greenfield Rd, Greenfield Park NSW 2176

Bring your friends and family, and come along!
For More Information and RSVP:

Deacon Nishan Basmajian 0413364296
Fr Youssef Fanous 0404493805




DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND
11 Chatswood Avenue. Chatswood — (02) 91614000 — diocese(@armenian.com.au

About the AGBU www.avc-agbu.org

ARMENIAN VIRTUAL COLLEGE

With the visit of Dr Yervant Zorian, Founder and President of the Armenian Virtual College this
month we were re-introduced to the valuable Armenian resource and learning tool which is the
Armenian Virtual College, an accredited online learning institution that facilitates Armenian Studies
through new technologies.

AVC’s mission is to preserve the Armenian identity providing learners around the world the opportunity to receive a

full-fledged Armenian education, regardless of their age, country of residence or level of knowledge. AVC also strives to
create a virtual learning community that fosters both the cultural education and social communication otherwise out of
the reach of students who wish to
pursue education in the field of
Armenian Studies. As of today AVC
has served about 4,000 students
from over 75 countries.
The idea of AVC was born and the
project was initiated in 2004 by the
Armenian General Benevolent Union
(AGBU) Silicon Valley Chapter in
order to better address the needs of
students who wished to learn
Armenian language, history and
culture, but were unable to do so
due to lack of schools in their
location; the project also meant to
offer a program in Armenian studies
through an innovative approach and new technologies to appeal
to present-day students.

The inaugural academic term took place in 2009 with courses
in Armenian language and Armenian history. Later, AVC
multiplied the courses; Armenian culture and chess were added
as subjects, and added more languages of instruction. As of
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GM Funerals

Serving "Hith Signity Poepassion & Fxcellonce!

Proudly Australian owned and operated.

Always here to help.

Ello Meguerditchian

"It would be an honour
for me and my
compassionate staff
to assist you in your

time of need.”
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Fluent in many languages ® Wil always answer yourcall 24/7 @ All cultures
For peoce of mind. ask about our Pre-Paid Funerol - 3 yeors Interest free payment plon'

* (For fumercst sevvices only. burial ploks not included!

today, the courses are available on multiple levels and in seven
languages of instruction: Eastern Armenian, Western Armenian,
English, French, Russian, Spanish and Turkish.

In 2014, AVC redefined the Armenian experience by
presenting a new multiplatform media product series-AVC Multi-
media e-Book Series covering a wide variety of topics.

@ ARMENIAN VIRTUAL COLLEGE

REGISTER AT

AVC-AGBU.ORG

ARCHITECTURE HISFORY

ARMENIAN
LANGUAGE

COURSES AND LEVELS IN YOUR CHOICE
OF LANGUAGES AND TIRMS

£ WEEKS, 16 WEEKS, ASYNCHRONOUS SELESTUDY
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