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«Uuminniwué ukgh hwimhy nibkqué hp ukpp jupnbkg whny, np, uhisnke
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Lphunnumy)> (Zond 5:8; 6:9,11).
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CHorei? s Rdacrs! PRIMATE’S EASTER MESSAGE
Fphumnne Sup b

I Utinking “God shows His love toward us, in that while we were sinners, Christ
died for us... we know that Christ, been raised from the dead...likewise
you also, reckon yourselves to be dead to sin, and alive to God in Christ
Jesus our Lord” (Romans 5:8; 6: 9-11)

Beloved Faithful,

On behalf of our Diocesan Clergy, Council and all Diocesan
establishments we congratulate you on the Feast of Holy Easter, the
Glorious Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.

The Resurrection of our Lord is the anchor of our faith, it was so for the Apostles and thus for all the Christians
from generation to generation.

Resurrection declares life’s victory over death, the light radiating from the tomb of Christ, heralds the
annihilation of darkness, Our Lord proclaimed the greatest teaching of love with His self-offering on the cross,
through His blood shed on the cross He wiped the sin, Satan’s seal from the forehead of humanity, to find the
paradise lost and the way to our Heavenly Father.

This year’s theme is the Family. If the Love of the Risen Lord does not dwell in our dwelling, the rest is in vain.
True love, respect and commitment make the family’s life span longer and meaningful. A child’s religious and
traditional education starts at home, it is here that the child will receive the first instructions on the Armenian
faith, and your way of life as parents will be copied and followed. You will be the ones to direct the first footstep
of the child to the church; and it is here that the child will be nourished spiritually, grow and mature with his
spiritual inheritance, armoured with the light of Resurrection and with the hope of victory to confront all the
challenges of this life.

It is our prayers that the Risen Lord might dwell in your hearts, and strengthen you with the victory of life,
where there is despair to give you hope, where weakness courage, where fear strength and where hate love.
Having nurtured ourselves with teachings of our Lord and with the vision of the victorious resurrection we can
persevere as an individual, as a family, as a community, diaspora, Fatherland, Artsakh and bring our input for the
preservation of this world and for the final victory of the good.

“O Christ, we are all enlightened through your light and to your holy cross we believers have entrusted.”
(Sunrise Service)

CHRIST IS RISEN FROM THE DEAD, BLESSED IS THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST!

Archbishop Haigazoun Najarian

Primate




DIOCESAN NEWS

Tuesday 2 April — The Primate His Eminence Archbishop Haigazoun
Najarian, accompanied by Parish Priest Reverend Father Avetis
Hambardzumyan, received the students and teachers of William Clark
College at the Armenian Apostolic Church of Holy Resurrection where he
conducted a talk on the Armenian Church and history. This visit is the
second in the last three years and is a module of the spiritual studies
course. A Q&A session followed, students and teachers posed questions to
the Archbishop who welcomed and answered all their questions. The
Primate has welcomed the yearly visits of non-Armenian Schools.

Wednesday 3 April — The Primate, accompanied by Very Reverend Father Yeremia Abgaryan
and Father Avetis Hambardzumyan, visited Deacon Kevork Janoyan who is house-ridden due
to his chronic medical condition. For several decades, prior to the onset of his current
restrictions, Deacon Kevork served the Holy Resurrection Church tirelessly. The visiting priests
raised prayers for healing of the beloved Deacon. Paros editorial sends the valued Deacon
Kevork the warmest of get well wishes.

Sunday 7 April — The Primate,
accompanied by Father Avetis
Hambardzumyan, attended the
: AGBU  Alexander  Primary
57 School Easter Concert and

festivities. Armenian singer Sarina Cross made an appearance,
who entertained the several hundred attending community
members. ‘Armenian Cultural Easter’ was the theme of the
children’s performances of song and dance, leaving a lasting
impression on their parents and viewing audience. The
Archbishop praised the teachers and students for all their
efforts, which results in the preservation of the Armenian

tradition and culture in our generations.

Friday 12 to Sunday 14 April - According to what has become customary, Archbishop Najarian left for Melbourne to preside
over Melbourne’s St Mary Church Parish Annual General Meeting, held on Saturday 13 April. On Sunday, Archbishop
celebrated Palm Sunday Holy Mass and delivered the day’s relevant sermon on his Palm Sunday and Easter message to the
beloved Melbourne community. For details of the Primate’s pastoral visit and Melbourne parish news, please read the
Melbourne Parish Priest, Reverend Father Khacher Harutyunyan’s report.

Monday 15 April — Accompanied by Father Avetis Hambardzumyan and Diocesan Council member Mr Kevork Tchaprazian,
Bishop Haigazoun Najarian paid a visit to Chancellor Nishan Basmajian, who had been admitted to Hornsby Hospital, where
he underwent surgery. Archbishop and Priest raised prayers by the Chancellor’s bedside, for his speedy and complete
recovery.

Wednesday 17 April — In the Diocesan Centre, the Archbishop received the recently elected Regional
Committee of the Armenian Revolutionary Federation. The reason for the courtesy visit was to
acquaint the Primate with the new committee and to congratulate him on his elevation to the rank of
Archbishop. Diocesan Council chairman Mr Sarkis Der Bedrossian was also present. During the cordial
visit, the visitors and hosts asserted their continuing support of the alliance between the Diocese and
the Australian division of the ARF, which will benefit the Armenian community, the Homeland and

the Armenian Church.



. ! Thursday 18 April — The Primate celebrated Holy Mass in Holy

Resurrection Church and in the evening, conducted the ‘Washing of the

Disciples Feet’ service, with more than 25 children and youth taking
part.

Saturday 20 April — As has become customary in recent years, the
Primate celebrated Easter Eve Holy Mass and delivered his inspiring
sermon at the Holy Trinity Church. For further details of this day and
Holy Trinity Church April commemorations, please read separate article
in this month’s issue.

Sunday 21 April — Close to a thousand community faithful had gathered
at Holy Resurrection Church to participate in Holy Mass, and receive
Holy Communion after completing the 50 days of contemplation.
Archbishop celebrated Holy Mass and delivered the day’s
relevant sermon. Following Holy Mass, the ‘Blessing of
Residence’ service was held in the Edgarian Hall. The
Archbishop, Parish Priests, Diocesan and Parish Council
members received community organisation representatives in the
Diocesan Centre, who had gathered to express their Easter
wishes to their spiritual father. In an atmosphere of jovial and
festive warmth, the guests were served refreshments prepared by
the Diocesan Ladies Guild. Each individual organisation
representative expressed their heartfelt sentiments, wishing the
Archbishop good health, and the continuance and development
of the inter-relational efforts, to the benefit of the Australian
community, the Homeland and Armenian spiritual life.

Monday 22 April — General Requiem: With the participation of the priests and the community faithful, the Primate presided
over the general requiem service, which was held in Macquarie Park Cemetery in the Armenian section, before the
Genocide Memorial.

Wednesday 24 April in commemoration of the 104™ anniversary of the Armenian Genocide, with Armenian community
organisations represented, the Primate Archbishop Haigazoun Najarian offered Holy Mass, in dedication to our one and a
half million holy martyrs. Archbishop delivered the day’s inspiring sermon. After Holy Mass, with the Homenetmen Scouts
leading the procession, and Willoughby City Mayor joining the march, the clergy, deacons and choir made their way to
Beauchamp Park. Representatives of community organisations laid wreaths before the Khachkar; the Primate and Mayor
delivered messages.




In the evening, Archbishop Haigazoun presided over the Genocide Commemoration in the Chatswood Concourse, organised
by the Armenian Genocide Commemorative Committee. In amongst several leading political figures the guest speaker on the
night, was NSW Premier, the Hon Gladys Berejiklian. The keynote speaker for the evening was Dr Melanie O’Brien, the
m Vice-President of the International Association of
Genocide Scholars and Senior Lecturer of
International Law at the University of Western
Australia. Dr O’Brien’s address titled — ‘Social Death:
The Armenian Genocide and Cultural Destruction’.
Students of the day and Saturday schools took part in
the evening’s program, as did the community choirs,
poetry reciters and singers. Mr Haig Kayserian read a
speech outlining our demands. Archbishop Najarian
delivered the closing address and in unison with the
spiritual ~ fathers of the three community
denominations, recited the Lord’s Prayer.

Saturday 27 April — Initiated by the Ryde City Council, a commemoration service was held in Meadowbank Memorial Park
before the Monument, dedicated to the 104™ anniversary. Several political figures were present, as were the parish clergy,
and representatives from all the community organisations, Homenetmen scouts and Armenian youth group members.
Addresses were given and the ceremony was concluded with the Primate’s benediction.

Saturday 27 April — The Wentworthville Holy Trinity Church held its Annual General Parish Meeting with Archbishop
Najarian presiding over the proceedings. For details please read the article in this month’s issue.

Sunday 28 April — Representing the Primate, Very Reverend
Father Yeremia Abgaryan, took part in the March for Justice,
which commenced from Sydney Hyde Park, concluding at
Circular Quay near the grounds of the Sydney Opera House. |
Close to 2000 community supporters of Armenian and non- |
Armenian origin, took part, including NSW State
Parliamentary members, Hugh McDermott, Alister Henskens,
Armenians represented by clerics, political, charitable, sporting
and educational organisations and institutions. The
Homenetmen scouts led the March.

The media networks there to cover the event: SBS, ABC
Sydney Radio, 2GB Radio, Nine Network, Canberra Times
and the Newcastle Herald. Addresses were given by
politicians and community leaders, condemning the Prime
Minister Scott Morrison and the Opposition Leader Bill
Shorten for failing to use the word ‘Genocide’ in their formal

statements as well as failing to acknowledge the Armenian
Genocide at the federal level. The event was concluded with Father Yeremia’s closing address and prayers.



Sunday 28 April — The Holy Resurrection Annual General Parish Meeting was held with the Primate presiding. The
officiating committee was comprised of Mr Armen Baghdasarayan (Chairman), Mr Boghos Keleshian (Armenian Secretary),
Mr Alex Artinian (English Secretary). The Minutes of the 2018 Annual General Meeting were read and confirmed. Father
Avetis Hambardzumyan presented the Parish Priest’s Annual Report, Mr Zaven Yaghljian the Parish Council’s Annual
Report and Mrs Laura Artinian the Annual Financial Report. The incoming Parish Council election followed compromising
of:

Mr Bedros Zorlu — Chairman

Mr Avo Karageuzian — Vice-Chairman

Mr Arek Yapoudjian - Armenian Secretary

Mr Ara Kopoushian — Treasurer

Mrs Laura Artinian — Vice-Treasurer

Mr Sarkis Mouradian — Adviser

Mr Vasken Amirzaian — Adviser

Mr Apraham Geozikaraian — Adviser

Mr Kegham Anoushian — Adviser

Mr Vrej Kurumlian — Adviser
Archbishop Najarian closed the evening with his message and Prayer of Protection

Tuesday 30 April — Archbishop Najarian, accompanied by Chancellor Nishan Basmajian, attended the Australian Catholic
University organised CONVERSATION WITH BOB CARR AND GREG SHERIDAN - titled "IS GOD GOOD FOR YOU?,
followed by Q and A. Taking part in the Conversation, the former Foreign Affairs Minister and NSW Premier Prof Bob Carr
and the Foreign Editor of The Australian newspaper Greg Sheridan, the Host Prof Hayden Ramsay. The two hour long in-
depth Conversation was greatly enlightening. The books penned by the two scholars: Mr Sheridan’s ‘God is Good For You’
and Prof Carr’s ‘Run For Your Life’ were available to purchase. There was opportunity to speak privately with the two
authors.

2019 DIOCESAN ASSEMBLY
18 — 19 MAY IN MELBOURNE

The 2019 Diocesan Assembly will be held this month under the presidency of

His Eminence Archbishop Haigazoun Najarian hosted by the Parish Council of

the Armenian Apostolic Church of St Mary. Annual General Meetings will be
held for the Diocese Properties members and Diocesan delegates on Saturday.

The Role of the Diocesan Assembly
The Diocesan Assembly is the highest governing body of the Diocese of the Armenian Church
of Australia and New Zealand, under the presidency of the Primate. It exercises supervision
and control over all ecclesiastical administrative bodies within its jurisdiction and is under
the high spiritual jurisdiction of the Catholicos of All Armenians at Holy Etchmiadzin.

The delegates of the Diocesan Assembly will comprise of the Parish Priests, Diocesan Council,

Parish Councillors representing the three Diocese parishes, as well as invited ACYA youth
representatves from each parish and members of mission parishes.




Parish MELBOURNE
S Armenian Apostolic Church of St Mary
News

According to tradition, the Primate, His Eminence Archbishop Haigazoun
Najarian paid a pastoral visit to Melbourne.

Thursday 11 April in the evening, it was the pleasure of the Parish Priest and
the Parish Council, to meet and greet the Primate and after a shared evening meal, held a meeting in the church office,
discussing church related matters.

Friday 12 April in the evening, held in the church hall, under the auspices of Archbishop Najarian, the Parish
Council hosted a church community dinner to honour the ongoing support of all church auxiliary members.

Saturday 13 April in the evening, the Archbishop presided over the Parish Annual General Meeting in the church
hall.

Sunday 14 April Palm Sunday — The Primate Archbishop
Haigazoun Najarian celebrated Episcopal Holy Mass with Reverend
Father Khacher Harutyunyan’s participation. The stirring ‘Trnpatsek’
service was conducted, followed by the ‘Blessing of the Children’
service, and the blessing of the newly elected Parish Council.

Sunday 14 April — The Archbishop left Melbourne for his
official residence in Sydney.

Monday 15 to Sunday 21 April — The Easter Week
meditative services — the Washing of the Disciples Feet,
Khavaroum/Darkness Service, Christ’s Burial, Easter Eve and Easter
Holy Mass services were attended by the Melbourne community
faithful with great enthusiasm, with an evidently renewed vigour,
empowered by the Resurrected Christ.

Monday 22 April - In the Armenian section of the Springvale Botanical
AR A Cemetery, Father Harutyunyan conducted a general requiem service for the repose of
the dearly departed.

On the 104" anniversary of the Armenian Genocide, to honour the memory of
the Holy Martyrs, the Melbourne Armenian Genocide Commemorative Committee
organised a range of noteworthy events.

Tuesday 23 April in the evening, a prayer vigil and Nakhadonag service were
held in St Mary’s, in dedication to the Holy Martyrs of the Genocide.

Wednesday 24 April - A commemoration evening was held in the Springvale
City Hall, under the patronage of the Parish Priest, Father Harutyunyan, the Melbourne
Commemorative Committee, political leaders and committed community members.

Saturday 27 April - A March for Justice was led through the city streets,
dedicated to the recognition of the Armenian Genocide.

Sunday 28 April — Holy Mass was offered, dedicated to our Holy Martyrs where
the community faithful were joined by Aginian and Mesrob Mashdots Mateosian school students, joined by the Hamazkaine
Scouts, marching before the Khachkar, where prayers were raised for the repose of the eternal souls of the Holy Martyrs.

The same day, the Melbourne Armenian Relief Society HOM members participated in the requiem service for the
repose of the deceased members of the Society. Refreshments were served in the church hall following Holy Mass. At the
conclusion, Father Khacher delivered his message and blessed the HOM members.

Monday 29 April the AGBU Melbourne Chapter hosted a Genocide commemoration evening in the community hall.
Madagh was served followed by the viewing of a relevant film.



WENTWORTHVILLE - SYDNEY
Armenian Apostolic Church of Holy Trinity

This year, thanks to the presence of our Parish priest, Very Reverend Father Yeremia Abgaryan, we were able to celebrate
each of the Holy Week’s rites with great enthusiasm and joy.

The celebrations started with Palm Sunday Holy Mass when Father Yeremia also blessed new vestments for the church choir
and other items for the altar as well as the young children of the congregation on the occasion of Children’s Day.
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The Sunday School children presented a short program of prayers and songs
which they had recently learnt. In light of the School’s establishment since the
start of the year, it was most heart-warming and commendable to see the work
and effort of our teachers and children.

In the evening, the Opening of the Doors Ceremony (Trnpatsek) was held
where young Hovaan Adourian opened the altar curtains.

On Maundy Thursday our Parish Priest, Fr Yeremia Abgaryan, humbly
performed the ceremony, Washing of the Feet, of some young boys in our
parish. The congregation gathered in the Batmanian Hall after to be served
lentil soup lovingly made by our Ladies Auxiliary team. After the meal the
parishioners took part in darkness, the Passion Service (Khavaroum).

On Good Friday the Burial Service of our Lord Jesus Christ took place. A procession was formed of congregation members
and led behind a symbolic coffin around our church. This year, by the initiative of Fr Yeremia, a new tradition was
established when members of the congregation walked under the coffin after taking a flower dedicated to the memorial.
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The Eve of the Glorious Resurrection Mass (Jrakalouyts) was celebrated by the Primate His Eminence Archbishop Haigazoun
Najarian accompanied by Father Yeremia. Following the service, the Archbishop led a procession of the congregation to the
Batmanian Hall where he conducted the Blessing of the Residence upon water, salt, bread and the traditional coloured eggs,
bringing Great Lent to an end.

Archbishop Najarian officially opened the Holy Trinity Sunday School. The children presented their small program to His
Eminence and to those present providing immeasurable joy to all. In appreciation, the Archbishop handed gifts to all the
teachers and children.
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The same evening, the Parish Council in conjunction with the Ladies Auxiliary surprised Father Yeremia with a cake to
celebrate his 35% birthday as did the Sunday School teachers and students also.

The Feast of the Glorious of Our Lord Jesus Christ was celebrated with great joy. On Sunday following Holy Mass, all
gathered in the Batmanian Hall to participate in our traditional egg-cracking game (havgtakhagh) with the winner for this

year, young Hovaan Adourian.

On 15 April the Holy Trinity Church inaugural Social Futsal Games started. A group of people gather every fortnight for this
friendly indoor soccer game. It is anticipated that an inter-church and inter-community competition can soon start.

On 26 April Holy Trinity Church participated in the commemoration evening dedicated to the 104® Anniversary of the
Armenian Genocide with our church choir led by Ms Aida Avetisyan, presenting two songs which were well received.

On 27 April the Holy Trinity Parish Annual General Meeting was held presided by the Primate His Eminence Archbishop
Haigazoun Najarian. The newly elected Parish Council members comprise of:

Nahabet Hacadurian — Chairman

Mr Vazken Z Yegenian — Vice Chairman

Mr Markar Meguerditchian — Armenian Secretary

Mr Gary Kouyoumjian — English Secretary

Mr Garo Arabian — Treasurer

Mr Harout Hajian — Vice Treasurer

Mr Vazken Hagopian — Councillor, Church Choir & Altar Servers’ Liaison

Mr Aramayis Avedisyan — Adviser, Ladies Auxiliary Liaison

Mr Pylak Tavitian — Adviser Vazken Yegenian



QUEENSLAND
The Queensland Armenian Community in April

The month of April started with Armenian music and dance. For the first time in Queensland, at the initiative of
Mariana Danielyan, Armenian dance classes were organised for adults and children. The first class was a success, so it was
decided to conduct the classes every second week.

On 20 April, the Organisational Committee of Queensland Armenians arranged a
get-together to celebrate Easter. Traditional Armenian Easter food was served, with
coloured eggs and Ghapama being the highlights of the day. The evening started with
prayer by Levon Kardashian. The day was full of fun activities for the children with dance,
songs and the Easter Bunny visiting at the end.

On Sunday 21 April an Easter Service was conducted at Beenleigh Region Uniting
Church in the English and Armenian languages.

On April 24 the Organisational Committee of Queensland Armenians organised a Commemoration of the Armenian
Genocide. Special guests who attended were representatives of the Greek community and Len Wicks, the author of the
Origins: Discovery novel, the founder of the Adopt-a-Village initiative and an activist for the recognition of the Christian
(Armenian, Assyrian and Greek) genocides.

The event started with the Australian and Armenian anthems, followed by a minute of silence for lost souls. Martik

Berberian gave the opening speech. The main points were as follows.

e It is time for Turkey’s government to come to terms with their past and put an end to their campaign of
denial and join the world in condoning the actions of their forbearers.

e It is time for the Australian Federal Government to stop deflecting the question around acceptance and call
these acts for what they are, Genocide.

e The ANZAC Cove ceremony needs to be stopped being politicized as a threat against Australia’s acceptance of
the Armenian Genocide and requires our federal government to lead by example as have 29 other countries
throughout the world.

e To not recognise the events of 1915 as genocide is to turn a blind eye away from humanity.
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It is only through recognition that one can begin to reconcile, and it
is through reconciliation that one can achieve peace.

The participants then watched video addresses from Armenian

communities in different parts of the world. The English poem 7o Remember
is To Live was read by Yeghya Markarian and Tears of Araks in Armenian was
read by Armine Hakobyan.

The family history was told by Avedis Madarian.
The closing speech was provided by Len Wicks. He stressed the following

key points.

Ataturk destroyed about 2,500 Christian religious sites, years after
the WWI-era extermination of the people; proof that this was about
eradication of Christianity (Islamisation), not just invasion and
Turkification.

After the ninth stage of genocide (extermination), the tenth and
final stage is denial, so successive generations of Turks who have
denied the truth may not have been responsible for the killing, but
they are responsible for perpetuating the genocide for more than a
century by their actions.

We don’t allow politicians to politicise our judicial system for
reasons of self-interest, so instead of allowing politicians to make
judgement on a crime against humanity, all politicians need to do is
to affirm the expert’s views, and not allow political views or
Turkish propaganda and money to distort the truth.

e Unlike 30 nations like Canada, Australia and New Zealand
hypocritically and cowardly do not recognise what
happened to Armenians, Assyrians and Greeks as genocide,
despite lecturing the world about human rights. We must
embarrass them if necessary, because one cannot pretend to

‘ have high morality on a selective, political basis.

The "ethical’ West, including Great Britain, France and the

US, laundered blood money stolen from an entire

murdered minority. Where are the recriminations from

this hideous act of betrayal by so-called civilised nations?

e It is ridiculous to me [Len Wicks] as a non-Armenian that
something as important as the destruction of an entire
civilisation is left unrecognised, because we cannot speak
with one voice.

The following video link with the closing speech is available:
https://youtu.be/jxc2Ve3ASvE.

At the end of the event contact details with the Greek
community members were exchanged in order to work together
towards recognition of the genocides of Christians.

The members of the community would like to thank the
members of the Organisational Committee of Queensland Armenians
for their hard work.

Armine Hakobyan
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