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whunipbwt  hwphipudbwlht: QEpuwplp  wnbnp
niukguit Qugnininh Lnipnpuht Uke h tkpluynipbwt
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wpunuyuynniigur  Zudwqquyhtt Uwuntt Twubw-
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(NSWEC)h, Mppnintnh Ul hpwt Bhtntgin), Quakers Australia ti Zuyng Unwgunpyupwh ;‘,
Ynnuk: Snigunpnibgut  Lmibpppubpmt wwwpwunws 10 yuwuwnwnbbp unthpniws &
hrununniptwi, npnup Jipohtt by tiupnuwut pupwugphtt gnigugpnuws kit Urunpuihng 5
quiuqut punuptbpnt upwhubpnit dkp: Uuntg Ynnphtt gnigunpnikgu Zwyng 8knuuywiniptwt hknbiwbpny
Jbpuwpws nppipnt Bt nppwingubpmt  tjupibp wpudwugpnuus Unweinppuiputh Ynndk G npntp
Unwetunprupwhtt inthpwé £ wuwndwpwt Thqtt FPupqbibwi: Zwinhuwdupt kp NSWECh thnju wmnktwy bwnnihh
Nihu Snthphilw, np pugunphg pk husyk u juquulkpynbgur wu gniguhwintup, wuyw phd hputhplg Uppu-




quit Zuypp np wwpwmotwwku Junwpk gnigwhwnkuht
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dbopbipnudutp Juunwpkg hwtpwdwiop dnmwinpuljui-
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fuouptipt h tyuwuwn pupwnunnipbwi: 8wjwnwqpht dky
twht tkpununmws Ep JYuyniphtt dp Ulphihwuh
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Cp 10 Unjtdptip — Uppuqub Zop twjuwquhnipludp
L unbjh pwb 250 hwinhujuljubibpnt
twlgniptwdp Pupninin Lhljq Ljuwh dke uonikgunt
BS5udbwlp  Zwjwunwh  Zwdwhwuluwt  Zhdtw-
npuiuh Umunpwihn dwubtwdhinh hhdtwngpmipbute
Stnh niubkgut ppudwhwiwp b bywun Zugpkuhph
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zhdtungpudh jwidtwpnudpl Eplnt winudibp wb-
puguty woiwwnws Eu b J'wpluwnht Zhdtwngpudh
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Shyptt  Uwppnithh  Lnpptwih G Shwp  Zuyl
LEthkdbwmuh, npnup hpkug qgnhnnmpbudp b wojuw-
nwipny Jupnpugut Jks tygwuwn phpkp Zhdbw-
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hdwnpuidht’ 100wdbwlh  jwidiwunudpht bp-
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Up dwnpt dhwgbw) jwudtwpnudphtt dunpbing np
junwohluyhtt Yp swpnitwlnih unbndniws vhwu-
twlwl nght h tywun dbp qunmiphtl, Zujpkuhpht
kL 2wy Bllinkgin: Uppuqut Zwjpp hp wungquiuht
Uk npnuuntg Zuyuwunwt Zuguljub Zhdtwnpudh
junupws wrpwnwtpp, hwjunwl wyt ndniwpne-
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unthpuwnniubpni: Un wyn, Unweunpnwupwih Shijtuwig I
Swdhwpnudpp  mukgur  {hwgnidwp  dnnnd  dp
putwpybnt  hwdwp  pnppljyh  Juquuwlbpuswljuu
dwbpwdwutmphiuubpp: 8wudtwfunidph winudubpnit
wintwbwguhtt Jpuy  wibjgws L Shyht Uuwnnhy
vwpwdbwip, npmit judwinp  thwithwphtt plungunwe
quny Uppuqub Zujpp qhp tpwtwlkg Swtdtwunudph
lthhput  winwunihh: Q@upnu juwennniphitt Yp dwnpk
Shjtwtg Bwbdtwjnulpht & Yp muuwy np wyh
powpunpmiptwdp np Zolubdpkph 26pt juquuybpytg
Pupbpupubpnt &woltpnpp, tnju pswhitnpnipbwdp twbt §p juquulbpylk tnthpuwwnniubpne stnphwljwniptut
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Jupsnipbut tnwdubwyy dnnnyht (Executive): dnnnyp jukg tnppunpp VUNELh twjuwquh, Ublhpwt tyhuljnynu
“Inljn 'y Nihpduptp B Canhwinip Lupnniqup Cinunw Lwhwbtuy Uwbuniph gnpéniutmplwig nkntugpkpp
EL quwhwwnbh quut quintp: 8nnuljuju pmiptwudp G wnop-
pny jupgnibgut jhowwnwlp unjit Jupsnipbwb tnpubpywbtuly
puyg Junuubnhl winud Lninbkpuljub Blkntgin; Uhwnuhh
unppuunpbw] Unwetnpy Shdu Zwwp byhuynwnuht: Uju
| wppunid puyyg (pwljkwg hngbinpuljuktt Uks wijuyniphiukp
ntutp Jupsmiphitp pphutnbbtwlwt hwiwwnph hp tywun
juunupbh wohwnwbtptbpnt quonttu ubkpu: dnnnip jukg
wnbntughpp «Theological Reflection Commission»h gnpént-
ubkniptwut, np ubpuugnitgur Onidwbwlwi Qipnutwn
Bltntginy hnghinpuljumtt nlwn Sopnt Lnupuwoh Ynnuk, np
jumnjuytu Yp Jhpwpbptp dwinijubpnt ppuwpwupdwi pkd
nwpnius  wuwypuphts dnnndp twbkt nbnkjugur World
Conference on Xenophobia, Racism and Populist Nationalism in the
Context of Global Migration hun[mz}uulphul]hh ghtmwudnnniyht , np ubplujugnibgur Fhnwdnnnyhtt dwubulhg
Jupsnipbwl winud Nihu Cnithphuugh Ynndk: Lutwpynibguin twbit 1 MYunbdpiphtt wbnh nituktwhp dhe-
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B 15 Unjidplip — Uppuquitt Zop hpwiikpny Unwelnpnupwiht dky hwunhwnud dp wknh niiigu Uppuqui Zop b
Zudwqquhth Cpowbwhtt Jwpsnipbwt wnbbwwybn Mpt dhgkt Quponibwth dhobt putiwplbnt hwdwp
Jupbihniphtip 20190 pupwgpht  dhwubwpwp Jud  hwdwgnpsbulgupup  wotwlwunwpbkint  Undhwnwu
Juppuybwnh b 8nghwutbu Enidwibwih stinkwb 150 wdbwlubpp hyyku bwbt Fupbkght U Udbklugi huyng
YQupnnhlnuh dwhniwt 20png nwwpkihgp:

=== Yhp 18 Lpgkdpkp - Uppwquib Zwjpp Unwelnp-
. nupwih nwhbjhgdht  Ukp pupmbbkg  ZUCUR
Uknpnbwlwb Jupmmpbwul wnktwybn Nupnt
Qunthll Ulpunhskwbp, Ybkppntwluwb dwpsnt-
phwl Urunpuihny Ukplujugnighs wingud Npi
9hqkt Lnpptwip, Uwuwnpwihny 2ZUCUL Tpow-
tughtt dwpsmpbul wnbkbwybn  Mpu Shpub
Juhpuwnbwip, Spewbughtt Tupsnipbwh winud’
Mpt Ywpwhu 9nngnubwbp:  Zwinhwynidht
dmutulghigu FEdwljut vnphnipnh Unkiwuybn
NMptu Uwpghu Skp MEwpnubwt, Unipp Swpniphth
Bltnkgin) Ouwlwt unphnipnh wnbkbwybn Mph
MbEwnpnu Qopnt, Ohuwlwb vnphnipnh winwd Mp
Juqqtt  Udhpquybwt & Unwetnpnupuih
nhwbugbn’ Lowt Nwudwdbwb: Mph Ulpnhskwl, np dhbibngt wnkt Thpubwbh 2wng @bt @hdwlwi
unphnipph wnbkbwybnb t, sunphunnplg Lnp Unwetunppwpwh okupp, okonkg Jupbinpniphiip Unweunpnu-
npuith Jupnght ti pungstg Unwetnpnupwbibpnt juungusd nkpp dbp hngbinp pht wqquphtt Yhwpkh ubpu:
Uwutuljgus ppuny Unipp Nwwnwpught, NMpb Ujpnpsbwt hp gnhntbwlmiphtip jujnikg hngbwywpup
wpuwpnnnipbwt bt Uppuqubt Zop junphudwuwn Yhpwlbopbwy wwwngqudhtt hwdwp: bp jupghtt Uppuqut Zugpp
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Juwuwpl) 2ZUCUR wbgws 100 wwphbbpnit &
nipniugdl] wywquyh nkupwluip: UCU Nwn-
nuupkp Ubgbw bt Swnpuljuwt Uywuquy» (ngqnitght
hdwuwnp  pugwwnpkg NMwpnt Uljpnpstwt B Jbp
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DIOCESAN NEWS

Thursday 1 November — Under the presidency of the Primate His Grace Bishop Haigazoun Najarian and by his invitation
with the Diocesan Council, a collaborative meeting of representatives of all community organisations gathered in the
Reception Room of the Diocesan Centre. The meeting was comprised of the following members:

¢+ Reverend Father Avetis Hambardzumyan — Parish Priest of Holy Resurrection Church

¢+ Mr Sarkis Der Bedrossian, Stepan Kerkyasharian and Garo Alajajian — Diocesan Council

¢+ Mr Bedros Zorlu — Holy Resurrection Church Parish Council

¢ Mr Vache Topouzian — Social Democrat Hunchak Party of Australia

¢ Messrs Ara Megerditchian and Nerses Baliozian — Armenian Revolutionary Federation, Australian Regional

Committee

¢+ Mr Haig Lepedjian — Armenian Democratic Liberal Party in Australia

¢+ Mesdames Nora Sevagian and Silva Pamboukian — Armenian Relief Society, Regional Committee

¢ Messrs Mihran Lepejian and Arto Karagelinian — AGBU Sydney Chapter

+ Mr Vicken Kalloghlian — Hamazkaine Regional Committee

¢+ Mr Garbis Kolokossian — Homenetmen Regional Committee

¢+ Mr Nishan Basmajian — Diocesan Chancellor
The meeting’s agenda was to present the upcoming Pontifical Visit of
His Holiness to Australia accompanied by his entourage, from 1 to 10%
February 2019. The Primate gave a brief of the proposed program for
the visit, and the reason for postponement from November 2018 to
February 2019; explaining that the program and the efforts to achieve
them were dependent on the results of this meeting; discussions were
detailed and suggestions were made. In line with the Primate’s
summation, the members committed to returning with suggestions at
their next sitting scheduled for 15 November at 7.30pm.
All left the meeting with a keen sense of the spirit of unity supported
by the Bishop’s closing words and Benediction.

Saturday 3 November — Representing the Armenian Apostolic Church, Chancellor Nishan
Basmajian attended the memorial service for the late Lutheran Bishop James Haak, held in the
Lifeway Lutheran Church in Epping with more than 200 Christians of the Lutheran
denomination. The service was presided over by the acting prelate Bishop Robert
Bartholomew. Bishop James of Blessed Memory was appointed the Bishop of NSW in January
2018; and participated on the Executive Board of the NSW Ecumenical Council. His spouse and
two children survive the 59-year-old Bishop. On behalf of the Armenian community and the
Armenian Primate, Nishan Basmajian expressed his condolences to Bishop Bartholomew, the
widow and children of the deceased. During the service, with countless messages of sympathy
received, six were read out, including the letter penned by Bishop Najarian.

Sunday 4 November — Bishop Najarian presided over the Hamazkaine
Armenian Sydney Dance Company’s annual event dedicated to the
Centenary of the First Republic of Armenia held in the Chatswood
Concourse with close to 500 attending and presented by Mr Francois
Pamboukian. The Prlmate was accompanied by Diocesan Councillor

meticulous program was presented, 1nclud1ng new dances, poetry
recital and songs. The dances of victory were moving, which



praised the Hamazkaine Sassoun Chapter Sydney Dance Company for their remarkable work, highlighting the significant
role dance plays in our culture, and the effect of the First Republic and Independence. He congratulated all responsible for
the well organised event, an example to follow. The memorable evening was closed with the Bishop’s Benediction.

Monday 5 November — In response to the recent terrorist acts perpetrated in Egypt against Coptic pilgrims, Bishop Najarian
forwarded a letter expressing his condolences to his spiritual brother, Bishop Daniel, of the Sydney Coptic Church Diocese,
raising prayers petitioning God to restore peace in Egypt and grant comfort to the families of the victims and the worldwide
Coptic communities.

Monday 5 November — Bishop Najarian presided over the committee meeting of the Hayastan All Armenian Fund Australia
branch which was dedicated entirely to the 10 November fundraiser concert in commemoration of the 25% anniversary of
the branch’s establishment. The meeting reviewed the organisational efforts and finalised the roles of all who were involved.

Tuesday 6 November — Bishop Najarian presided over the Properties Committee periodic meeting. Reports were given on the
completion of the final stages of work over the last month, including the modifications to the installed telephone and
internet connections, furniture and miscellaneous items, as the Diocesan Centre offices open to the public.

Thursday 8 November — Diocesan Council Chairman Sarkis Der Bedrossian, Vice-Chairman Stepan Kerkyasharian and
Chancellor Nishan Basmajian were present at a pre-election dinner hosted by former Prime Minister Tony Abbott MP. Mr
Abbott is a Christian who upholds and advocates sound Christian principles.

Friday 9 November — An exhibition dedicated to the
centenary of the end of World War 1 was held in the
Burwood Anglican Church Hall. The NSW Ecumenical
Council (NSWEC), the Burwood Anglican Church,
Quakers Australia and the Armenian Diocese organised
the exhibition cooperatively. Included in the exhibits
were 10 posters portraying Peace prepared by the
Quakers, which have been displayed in exhibitions over
the last year in various cities around Australia. Alongside
these were posters of orphans and orphanages as a
consequence of the Armenian Genocide made available
by the Diocese, which had been gifted to the Diocese by

historian Vicken Babkenian. The Mistress of Ceremonies,
Ms Wies Schuiringa explained how the exhibition came
about, inviting Bishop Najarian onto the stage to open the
exhibition and deliver his message; He outlined facts as
evidence of horrendous crimes perpetrated against
humanity and the economic effects of the inhumane
crimes during the First World War, calling for all to
comprehend the value and meaning of peace, without
which it is impossible to behave as a decent human being.
He recited famous quotes of intellectuals, politicians and
spiritual leaders on the topic of Peace. Included in the
program was a testimony from the memoirs of Antelias

Orphan Joseph Basmajian. The Chancellor read a piece
from his father’s memoirs from those days, penned by his
late sister Rita Basmajian-Manjikian, titled ‘My Father’s
Odyssey’. The attending guests thanked the Bishop and
Chancellor for sharing their enlightening knowledge.
During the course of the evening, Anglican Reverend
Father Michael referred to the 19% century St Paul
Anglican Church, and historic events. The exhibition
continued until 18 November, visited by members of
various organisations, students and teachers.

Saturday 10 November — Bishop Najarian presided over the commemoration of the 25% anniversary of the establishment of
the Australian Branch of the Hayastan All Armenian Fund (HAAF). A fundraiser was organised to benefit the construction
works in the Homeland. Renowned singers from Armenia, Liana and Lilit Alaverdyan and Kevork Geokjian entertained the
audience. Community members have a sound understanding of the merits of the Fund and supported the fundraiser
accordingly. Mr Garo Setian was honoured for his long years of dedicated service and presented an award. He resides for the



most part in Armenia and from there continues to support the Fund’s efforts. We
are informed that for 25 years, two other committee members have been
supporting continuously over that time. Paros editorial congratulates these two
diligent individuals, namely, Mrs Makrouhi Kortian and Mr Haig Lepedjian, who
with the sacrifices and contributions they have made, share in the Fund’s
successes. We understand the extra proceeds from the 9 September function
commemorating the 100" anniversary of the First Armenian Republic totaling
$1,700, were donated to HAAF at the discretion of the committee members,
represented by the Armenian Apostolic Church, Catholic and Evangelical
Churches, Social Democrat Hunchak Party, Armenian Revolutionary Federation,
Armenian Democratic Liberals, AGBU Sydney and Hamazkaine Regional
Committee. Paros editorial congratulates this endeavour, and wishes the
collaborative committee continuing successes in their united spirit of service to
benefit the community, the Homeland and the Armenian Church. In his
message, Bishop Najarian praised the Fund for its achievements under difficult
circumstances, whether motivated by individuals in authority, directors or
government bodies. The Fund’s work benefits our country on humane, political and social levels. The Australian Committee
efforts are enormous. Mr Haig Lepedjian delivered a concise report on the Australian branch’s 25 years of accomplishments.
The highly regarded event closed with resounding applause to Liana’s popular numbers.

Monday 12 November — The Diocesan Ladies Guild held a comprehensive meeting covering all aspects of a cocktail reception
to be held on Saturday 8 December in the new Diocesan Centre to honour a range of donors of the construction project. The
Committee welcomed Mrs Asdghig Kharadjian who volunteered her commitment to serve, and was duly appointed,
completing the Committee. Paros wishes the Ladies Guild well in their service, and that the meticulous attention applied to
the 26 October Benefactors’ Dinner will be replicated during the appreciation cocktail.

Tuesday 13 November — With the Bishop presiding, the Armenian Community Welfare Centre (ACWC)
Management Committee held their periodic meeting. Also attending and bringing their participation to the
agenda was interim director Nishan Basmajian and Aged Day Care Co-ordinator Mrs Azniv Iskenderian. The
future objectives, projects and changes were discussed during the course of the meeting.

Thursday 15 November — Chancellor Nishan Basmajan was present at the
NSW Ecumenical Council Executive Committee meeting. The meeting heard
the Activity Reports of the recently elected President of the NSWEC,
Anglican Bishop Dr Ray Williamson and the General Secretary Father
Shenouda Mansour. All rose and paid homage in a minute’s silence, to the
blessed memory of the recently appointed executive committee member,
Bishop of NSW of the Lutheran Church the late James Haak. The Committee
anticipated great contributions to the cause and platform of Christian faith
by this passionate cleric. The meeting heard the report on the efforts of the
‘Theological Reflection Commission’, which was presented by the Romanian
Orthodox Church Reverend Dr Doru Kostash, who attends particularly to =—
the battle against pedophilia. The meeting was informed of the “World Conference on Xenophobia, Racism and Populist
Nationalism in the Context of Global Migration’ by the attending Committee member, Wies Schuiringa, Discussions covered
the 1 December inter-religious dinner meeting on the topic of Peace where the keynote speaker was His Grace Bishop
Haigazoun Najarian. Paros supports and commends the values of the Ecumenical movement and the participation of the
Armenian Apostolic Church, wishing fruitful service to our representatives serving within the five active committees.

Friday 15 November — At the invitation of Bishop Najarian, the second sitting of representatives from our community
organisations gathered for the upcoming pontifical visit of His Holiness. The matters of the previous meeting were finalised.
The meeting was held with consideration of all aspects. It was decided that the greeting and hospitality for His Holiness and
his entourage would be a co-operative undertaking.



Sunday 18 November — Bishop Najarian received Homenetmen’s Central
Committee Chairman Mr Karnig Meguerditchian, and Australia’s Regional
Committee representative members Messrs Vicken Kortian, Chairman Diran
Vahratian, and Garbis Kolokossian. Also present during the meeting were the
Diocesan Council Chairman Mr Sarkis Der Bedrossian, Holy Resurrection
Church Parish Council Chairman Mr Bedros Zorlu, Parish Councillor Mr
Vasken Amirzaian and Diocesan Chancellor Nishan Basmajian. Mr
Meguerditchian, who is concurrently the Lebanon Diocesan Council Chair-
man, congratulated the Primate on the opening of the new Diocesan Centre,
emphasised the significance of the building for the Diocese and outlined its

role in our spiritual and national life. Mr Meguerdltchlan participated in Holy Mass, gratified by the blessed liturgy and the
Bishop’s deeply meaningful sermon. In turn, with words of encouragement, Bishop Najarian reflected on Homenetmen’s
efforts in Australia, the growing generations led in patriotic disciplines and Homenetmen’s collaboration with the Diocese.
Close to an hour of discussion covered topics of concern for the Homeland, the Armenian Church and Homenetmen.

Sunday 18 November — Accompanied by Father Avetis
Hambardzumyan, Diocesan Council Chairman Mr Sarkis
Der Bedrossian and the Chancellor, Bishop Najarian
participated in the centennial commemoration of the
establishment of Homenetmen, held in the Seymour
Centre Amphitheatre, Chippendale with close to 500
community members attending, including the NSW State
Premier Hon Gladys Berejiklian, Armenian church
community clerics, and representatives of the Armenian
community organisations. In his address, the
Homenetmen Central Committee Chairman Mr Karnig
Meguerditchian (who had travelled from Lebanon for the
occasion) outlined Homenetmen’s history of the last
century, and the vision for its future; he explained the
slogan ‘Homenetmen’s Honourable Past, Leading To A
Victorious Future’ and praised the efforts of the
Australian chapter of the worldwide Homenetmen
community. Mr Diran Vahratian rose to deliver his
message, detailing the activities and efforts of
Homenetmen Australia. The Central Committee Medal of
Honour was presented to the State Premier Berejiklian, a
member of Homenetmen, who has in the past, served as
an active member. In acceptance of the award, firstly the
Premier articulated eloquently in Armenian followed in

%ﬁ English, expressing her high regard

- A for the disciplines she had received
e NS plines she had receiv

v ® through her association with

2 .- & »% Homenetmen, her appreciation of

% ' & all the representatives and the
°¢4¢W§’ wider Homenetmen family,
established in 110 chapters over 26
countries. At the conclusion of formalities, Bishop
Najarian was invited to convey his message, offering a
stimulating analysis of the slogan ‘Honourable Past,
Victorious Future’— “Who or what determines the past to
be honourable and the future to be victorious? — The
Present!” He stated, “It is the successive Homenetmen
generations that by looking back at the massive hard work
undertaken will forge ahead to their victorious future. I
wish Homenetmen a fruitful journey.”

After the completion of the formalities, world-renowned
Armenian singer Razmik Amyan, who was invited to
Sydney for the centenary commemoration, was invited to
take to the stage and entertained with patriotic, popular
and soothing tunes, to the resounding applause of the
audience. The Hamazkaine dance ensemble performed
patriotic and artistic dance sequences contributing to the
positive vibes reverberating through the amphitheatre.

Wednesday 21 November — Bishop Najarian presided over the HAAF Committee’s periodic committee meeting; the main
subject on the agenda was the 10 November fundraiser event where matters relating to the standard and finances of the
event were discussed. Conclusions were drawn and suggestions made to examine during future scheduled meetings.

Wednesday 21 November — Chairman Sarkis Der Bedrossian and Nishan Basmajian represented the Primate at the 75%

anniversary commemorative function on the Independence of Lebanon; at the invitation of
the Lebanese Consul General in NSW Mr Charbel Macaron and his wife Joelle. In his
address, with close to 500 present at the celebration, the Consul General reflected on the
anniversary of independence and made references to political conditions in the region and in
this turbulent environment, the bold president Michel Aoun has managed to uphold a
balanced political stance for the ultimate benefit of Lebanon. Mr Der Bedrossian conveyed
the congratulatory message on behalf of the Armenian Church and the Primate and
presented him a gift with the congratulatory letter from the Bishop.



Sunday 25 November — Bishop Najarian celebrated Holy Mass in Holy Trinity Church. We are pleased to announce that the
appointed clergyman from the Holy See to Holy Trinity Church, Very Reverend Father Yeremia Abgaryan has arrived in
Sydney and will celebrate his inaugural Holy Mass on 2 December.

Sunday 25 November — Chancellor Nishan Basmajian attended the enthronement ceremony of the
recently appointed Senior Rabbi Nicole Roberts at the Temple Emanuel Synagogue. The service was
presided over by high-ranking New York Jewish scholar visiting Sydney for this occasion, Rabbi
Lawrence Hoffman who has been the inspirational teacher of Mrs Roberts. The moving service was
also attended by the Hon Paul Fletcher MP and Willoughby City Mayor Clr Gail Giles Gidney. The
Chancellor conveyed Bishop Najarian and the Armenian community’s congratulations, placing high
value on the virtues of good will between neighbours referring to the Synagogue situated in the same
street as the Diocesan Centre. The Rabbi assured a strengthening of neighbourly relations between
the Diocese and the Synogogue. For reasons beyond his control, the Primate was unable to attend the ceremony, however,
will visit and congratulate the Rabbi personally in the very near future.

Monday 26 November - Bishop Najarian presided over the periodic meeting of the Diocesan Council
which examined in detail the upcoming Pontifical visit of the Catholicos of All Armenians in February
2019 with updates from the Primate and Father Avetis on the progress of plans. Details of the cocktail _
reception and the program for the evening of 8 December to honour donors of the Diocesan Centre
construction were discussed. Bishop Najarian presented his monthly activities report encompassing the
community, ecumenical and inter-faith matters as well as the relational work of the Diocesan office and its
future role in the field of national-church life.

Tuesday 27 November — Chancellor Nishan Basmajian participated in the Diocesan Ladies Guild Meeting which concentrated
on organisational matters of the cocktail reception to be held on 8 December to honour the next group of donors. The
women are to be congratulated on their collaborative and purpose-driven work with such eyes for detail. It is with thanks to
their devoted efforts that the Diocesan Centre now has a well equipped kitchen and high quality range of service and
catering equipment required to host functions.

Wednesday 27 November — Accompanied by Diocesan
Council Vice Chairman Stepan Kerkyasharian and the
Chancellor, Bishop Najarian attended in the “Red
Wednesday” inter-faith service at the invitation of
Archbishop Anthony Fisher Op, Prelate of the
Archdiocese of the Catholic Church of Sydney. Leaders of
14 different faiths participated in the service which
included Australia’s Islam Mufti, Christian, Jewish, Bahai,
Hindu, Buddhist and other faith representatives. The
gathering was dedicated to fight against constraints placed
on religious freedom by combining efforts and creating
awareness among the public. The “Red Wednesday” event
commenced in Europe a few years ago and was held for
the first time in Australia this year organised by Aid to
the Church in Need Australia at the initiative of
Archbishop Anthony Fisher. In their accounts, two
witnesses, one Bahai, the other Christian told of their
persecutions in Yemen and Syria because of their religious
affiliations. In his address, Archbishop Fisher stated it was
unacceptable for all religions to face such confrontations

in the 21% century and urged efforts be united to
withstand this force which aims to destroy our faith in
God.

Bishop Najarian expressed his gratitude to Archbishop
Fisher for his exceptional devotion to this Christian
mission and to collaborative inter-faith relations.



Friday 30 November — Bishop Najarian received AGBU Central Board
Vice-Chairman Mr Sinan Sinanian together with his wife Angele who
had arrived in Australia a few days earlier. They were accompanied by
AGBU Sydney Chapter Chairman Mr Mihran Lepejian and Committee
member Mr Hovannes Kouyoumdjian. Mr Sinanian is one of AGBU's
prominent figures who has served AGBU from his years as a student to
date. He had the opportunity to pray in the Church of Holy
Resurrection. He extended his heartiest congratulations on the new
Diocesan Centre and upheld its important mission in spiritual and
national life.

Friday 30 November — The Primate with the Reverend
Fathers and members of the Diocesan and Parish Councils
of the Holy Resurrection and Holy Trinity Churches
welcomed newly appointed Parish Priest to the Holy
Church of Holy Trinity, Very Reverend Father Yeremia
Abgaryan in the Diocesan Centre. Details can be read in
Parish News.

Friday 30 November — Bishop Najarian with Reverend
Fathers Avetis Hambardzumyam and Bartev Karakashian,
members of the Diocesan and Parish Councils from the two
parishes were present at Holy Trinity Church for a welcome
evening for Very Reverend Father Yeremia Abgaryan in the
Diocesan Centre. Details can be read in Parish News.

Armenian Apostolic Church of Holy Resurrection —
Parish Chatswood, Sydney

On Sunday 11 November the grounds of the Church of Holy Resurrection were abuzz
News with festivity following Holy Mass with the annual Armenian Kermesse. Now in its
sixth year, the annual festival brings the community together to share our culture and

traditions. ~ Large
crowds throughout
the afternoon enjoyed a packed program with back to
back performances by students from our mainstream and
Saturday community schools with our own Sunday
school; youth and young adults from the Hamazkaine,
AGBU and Nor Serount dance groups generated lots of ;
vibrancy with their energetic dances, colourful costumes
and pulsating Armenian music; Sako Mkhmeljian and his
band entertained with their lively songs; and in between
performances raffle draws were held with an abundance
of hamper prizes won.

In this Year of the Youth in the Armenian Church,
masters of ceremony were two ACYA members who set ~< \

the mood for an afternoon of sheer enjoyment with a smoothly-run program and cheerful bantering to engage the audience.




\ 7w Two true marks of the Kermesse each year are the volunteering and willing

spirit, to give of one’s time, skills and gifts for the church. With more than 150
volunteers, contributors and sponsors, food stalls in the church hall showcased
the best of home-made Armenian and continental cuisine and sweets.

“We all do this for the love of our church, community and ultimately for God.”

This is the selfless dedication that was on the lips of all our volunteers
demonstrating their faith in service.
It was indeed a very special day that
brought together the various sectors of
our community which is the unifying
force of the Armenian Church. Our
faith, our traditions and our culture
bind us together and it is with this
purpose that we hold the Armenian
Kermesse each year, also raising funds
for church projects and upkeep.

Auckland, New Zealand

e Reverend Father Avetis Hambardzumyan with Deacon Vartan Elmasian
paid a pastoral visit to Auckland, New Zealand from 16-17 November to
meet with the small Armenian community. On Friday evening, Father
Avetis gave a lecture on the Armenian alphabet, the historical role it
has played in the preservation of our nation and identity as well as its
importance in the propagation of our faith. He congratulated all the
| volunteer Armenian teachers of Auckland’s Armenian Saturday school
L who had taught during 1997-2007 for their nationalistic service.
In turn, Mrs Salpi Tchaghlayan-Yeldizian gave an account of the life of
. mn  Charles Aznavour and his philanthropic work,
notably his contribution to Armenia and the
Armenian people now chronicled in the pages
of history.

The Armenian Alphabet stone
at Meadobank, dedicated to the
people of Auckland as a symbol
of gratitude for the warm

On Saturday, Father Avetis celebrated the
Divine Liturgy with the community
after which he blessed the graves
of Armenians interred in
Auckland’s Cemetery.

hospitality towards Armenian
families over the past 20 years
and friendship between the
people of New Zealand and
Armenia.




Armenian Apostolic Church of Holy Trinity

Church with the Reverend Fathers of Holy Resurrection Church
and Diocesan Councillors, and a few community members
welcomed Very Reverend Father Yeremia Abgaryan. Once
Father Yeremia arrived at Sydney International airport, the Holy
Trinity Parish council enthusiastically took him to church where
they gathered for an opportunity for the Council to get to know
their newly appointed Parish Priest.

Friday 30 November — The afternoon marked Father
Yeremia’s first visit to the new Diocesan Centre in
Chatswood and the Armenian Apostolic Church of Holy
Resurrection. It began with a meeting in the Centre where
His Grace Bishop Haigazoun Najarian received Father
Yeremia welcoming him to Sydney. The other attendees
included Reverend Fathers Avetis Hambardzumyan and
Bartev Karakashian, Diocesan Council Chairman Sarkis Der
Bedrossian, Vice-Chair Stepan Kerkyasharian, Holy
Resurrection Church Parish Council Chairman Bedros
Zorlu, as well as Garo and Laura Artinian, Nishan Basmajian,
Garo Arabian, Vazken Yegenian, Garabed Aladjadjian and
Aramayis Avedissian. Fathers Avetis and Bartev then kindly
showed Father Yeremia the Holy Resurrection Church and
iconic symbols around the church that came about over the
past 61 years.

— Wentworthville, Sydney

Saturday 24 November 2018 — The Ladies’ Auxiliary of the
Armenian Apostolic Church of Holy Trinity organised a day bus
trip to The Entrance Beach. The event was an opportunity for each
church community member to spend some time together outdoors,
and enjoy the beautiful Australian coastline. Morning tea, lunch
and afternoon tea was prepared and served by the Ladies’ Auxiliary
® with the help of other community members. It was very successful
and memorable day thanks to the beautiful sunny weather and the
help of the community.

Friday 30 November — In the evening, the Ladies’
Auxiliary and Parish Council of Holy Trinity Church
hosted a gathering to welcome our newly arrived Pastor.
It began with the blessing of His Grace Bishop Haigazoun
Najarian through a short prayer service inside the church
sanctuary where Father Yeremia was accepted as the
Parish Priest of the Armenian Apostolic Church of Holy
Trinity. This blessing was conducted in the presence of
Fathers Avetis Hambardzumyan and Bartev Karakashian,
Church benefactor Mr Krikor Batmanian and his family,
and Holy Resurrection and Holy Trinity Parish Council
representatives. The gathering then continued upstairs in
the Batmanian hall where all participated in the warm
hospitality of the Ladies’ Auxiliary who served light
refreshments to the guests.

Welcoming speeches were expressed by the Holy Trinity
Chairman Vazken Yegenian, followed by Bishop Najarian
who welcomed Father Yeremia to his ministry in Sydney
as the Parish Priest. Father Yeremia was then given the
opportunity to say a few words where he introduced
himself, his upbringing, education and past experience as a
Parish Priest of Armenian Churches in Etchmiadzin, Los
Angeles and Washington state. He also shared his vision
for the Holy Trinity Church to bring together the
Armenian community in the western Sydney region.
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This month the Parish Council of the Armenian Apostolic Church of Holy Trinity in Wentworthville welcomed
their new Parish Priest, Very Reverend Father Yeremia Abgaryan who arrived from the Mother See of Holy
Etchmiadzin. It is indeed a special month for the parish, not only because of the arrival of their long-awaited

pastor but also because November marks 25 Years since the first Badarak was celebrated with the Community.

On this occasion, Parish Council Chairman Mr Vazken Yegenian reflects on the establishment of the parish, the

Church and its key players. 25 years on, he follows in the steps of his father who was the first Parish Chairman.

\ _/

After representations from Armenians living in southwest
Sydney, Archbishop Aghan Baliozian of Blessed Memory and
Diocesan Councillor Mr Hratch Norigian had a meeting with
a group of men on 3 November 1993, at which the Armenian
Church Sydney West Parish Council was formed and the
following people were appointed:

Mr Zaven D Yegenian — Chair, Dr Megeurditch Ansourian —
- Secretary (English), Mr Hovsep Yakenian - Secretary
| (Armenian), Mr Vrej Kasparian — Treasurer, Mr Yerchanik
L Ohanian — Assistant Treasurer, Mr Ishkhan Kasparian —
Councillor, Mr Krikor Simonian — Councillor, Mr Sahag
—— == . . Odabashian — Councillor, Armen Arsenian — Councillor.

The inaugural Holy Mass took place on 14 November 1993 in the Assyrian St Mary’s Church Smithfield, transferring to the
St Theresa Roman Catholic Church in Fairfield Heights in July 1994. From February 2004 to end of 2011 St Benedict’s
Catholic Church in Smithfield was rented for the monthly Holy Mass.

In 2007 the Masonic Hall at 26 Garfield Street was purchased by the Diocese Properties Group to transform it into the new
church. At that time a new Parish Council was appointed and a membership drive was started to develop the the parish. The
appointees were:

Mr Hovsep Yakenian — Chair, Zareh Hovassapian — Vice Chair, Mr Garabed
Aladjadjian — Treasurer, Mr Harout Hajian — Councillor, Mr Sahag Odabashian —
Councillor, Rostom Shahinian — Councillor.

Since the beginning of the monthly services the Sydney West Council, with many
fundraising events and donations, managed to collect enough funds to contribute
10% of the purchase price of the old Masonic Hall and the stamp duty. The
remaining balance was funded by the Diocese of Australia & New Zealand. The
3 gl Principal Benefactors were Messrs John and Krikor Batmanian, with major contributions also
from Mr and Mrs Stepan and Hilda Kerkyasharian, Mr Burge Dockmagian, the Baliozian and
Iskenderian families and the Holy Resurrection Parish Council.

| Archbishop Baliozian named the renovated church Holy Trinity as the third parish of the
Diocese but regretfully passed away before it was completed.

His Grace, Bishop Haigazoun Najarian, Primate of the Diocese of Australia & New Zealand
first blessed our new church, consecrated the Holy Altar and officiated the inaugural Holy
- Mass on 5 January 2014.




An Interview with
Diocesan Council Chairman
Mr Sarkis Der Bedrossian

Paros: Mr Der Bedrossian, the new Diocesan Centre is already completed and operational, when will the official opening
take place?

SDB: By November, the final building works on the Diocesan Centre were close to completion. We had initially planned for
the official opening on November 18 with His Holiness to preside over during his Pontifical Visit in Sydney. For various
reasons, the visit was postponed to 1 February 2019 so the new date of 3 February is now earmarked for the opening. The
building is ready to commence operations. It will be a welcoming home for every Armenian, it will be a dspiritual-
intellectual centre, especially for Armenian youth.

Paros: It seems February 2019 will be a significant commemorative month for our Community.
SDB: Yes, we hope and trust it will be so.
Qunnu - bul [10112 Up dpwgpnih Bhdwljub lunphnippht Ynndk:

Paros: So what is being planned by the Diocesan Council?

SDB: Firstly a few words on the organisational matters. Once the date of His Holiness’ visit was confirmed, our Primate, His
Grace Bishop Haigazoun Najarian officially invited two representatives from Armenian organisations to two collaborative
meetings which included the SDHP. ARF, ADL, AGBU, HMEM, ANC, ARS. The organisations conveyed their firm
willingness and support. Generally speaking, this will be another occasion between the Diocese and our organisations to
work collaboratively together.

The events planned for the Pontifical Visit will commence with a Hrashapar service to welcome the Catholicos to the
Church of Holy Resurrection which will be followed by the Achhampuyr (Kiss of the right hand). His Holiness will visit the
Holy Trinity Church; meet with representatives of Armenian organisations, the Premier, Prime Minster, Armenian and non-
Armenian clergy, youth; visit our Armenian schools and the Rest Home. Likewise in Melbourne, the Catholicos will visit
and meet with Armenian organisations and establishments. The final program will be published soon once we receive
clarification on certain points from His Holiness.

Paros: And so the opening of the Diocesan Centre ....7

SDB: Sunday 3 February will be a significant day with a full program throughout. In the morning His Holiness will celebrate
the Divine Liturgy and deliver the day’s sermon at the Church of Holy Resurrection after which the official opening of the
Diocesan Centre will take place. In the evening, a Banquet Reception will be held in honour of the Catholicos of All
Armenians and his accompanying delegation at the Miramare Gardens reception venue. We anticipate the support and
participation of our Community.

Paros: Recently, and specifically in the Motherland, there has been wave of demonstration toward the Catholicos, do you
think this will have a negative impact on the visit?

SDB: Holy Etchmiadzin has its special place in the heart and soul of every Armenian. Since its establishment, it has played its
role in the education of every Armenian. The Catholicos is the enthroned and entrusted to this position. He, like any
individual, can have human weaknesses however Holy Etchmiadzin has progressively advanced in spiritual reflection,
Christian education as well as in areas of relations and construction under his leadership. Armenia has been subjected to
turbulent political times, Artsakh has gone through various dangerous phases, and Holy Etchmiadzin has remained standing
and a stronghold behind its statehood thanks to its enthroned. Justlike any responsible person who is accountable for his



work, the Catholicos gives his accountability at meetings that are in accordance with the Constitution. Personally, I believe
there is an underlying agenda to discredit the Patriarch and consequently the Armenian Church it seems. Unfortunately,
there are followers who trail unconsciously, without thinking about the consequences. These individuals are good in their
essence. Today, it is no secret how rumours spread so quickly in the world. Governments have been overthrown due to social
media, public opinion has been influenced and successfully swayed to pave the way for damaging outcomes. Whether it be
the Armenian state or Armenian and non-Armenian clergy and political organisations, the anti-Etchmiadzin movement was
clearly unsupported.

Paros: Accordingly, what do you advise?
SDB: As I have mentioned above, a meeting will be organised with the youth. We encourage people to attend and sit with
His Holiness with their questions and suggestions. It will be unseemly to speak and act at street level. It does not reflect well
on our community. We are a responsible community and organising protests or use of insulting/cursing language is
demeaning. When the Catholicos is here, we will pose some questions and present suggestions to him. Our criticisms should
be constructive, not destructive. As I have already stated above, representatives of Armenian organisations will meet with
His Holiness collectively and individually. I would ask all those who are part of these organisations to pose any questions
they have to their representatives to present to the Catholicos if they cannot personally attend the forum to meet with His
Holiness. Let us not let the luridness of media sway us as a community or as Armenians but on the contrary, let us use this
opportunity to become more fortified, stronger as Armenians and together strengthen our faith and confidence in our
church.

Interview conducted by Nishan Basmajian
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INVITATION

A Khachkar will be placed on the hallowed grounds of Sydney’s St Mary’s Cathedral as a
symbol of gratitude from the Armenian community to St Mary’s Cathedral.

—————a®

The Khachkar has been carved in Armenia according to traditional designs sympathetic to
the architecture of the Cathedral.

The Khachkar will be unveiled and blessed by The Most Reverend Antony Fisher Op,
Archbishop of Sydney.

The ceremony will take place outside the Western Door of St Mary’s Cathedral in College
Street, Sydney NSW

@Y O @e—————

Members of the Community are invited and welcome to attend and witness this historic
occasion on Tuesday 18 December 2018, at 4:45 pm for 5:00pm sharp.

The Khachkar is donated on behalf of the Armenian Community by Stepan and Hilda and
the Kerkyasharian and Kayikian Families.
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“Hereisa trustwortl']g saying; % GMMQM
Jf we died with him, % gﬂﬁ@ 8W W (/935—2011;

we will also live with him;
“The greatest legacy one can pass on to one's children and grandchildre is not
money or other material things accumulated in one's life, but rather a legacy of
character and faith.” - Billy Graham

if we endure,
we will also reign with him.

Jf we disown him, . . . . . .
A life well-lived, touching hearts and minds with her smiles, warmth, love

for family, friends and community, is the legacy by which we will remember Mrs
2 TimOthH 2:11-12 Eugenie Keshishian. From childhood memories of her or in even adult years,
many will remember her as ‘Eugenie Tantig’ for the endearing friendliness she
demonstrated towards anyone who crossed her path.

Th ank You to As the wife of the late Puzant Keshishian who was an instrumental force in
the establishment and development of the Armenian Church in Australia, both in
Mrs Ma krouhi Kor‘tian Sydney and Melbourne, she encouraged her husband’s decades of service and
nurtured the same dedication in her children and grandchildren.

Mrs Keshishian’s love for the Church as a long-time member and parishioner
of Fa ros. of the Holy Resurrection Church, her willing spirit of generosity and most
recently as a benefactor of the Diocesan Centre will remain a legacy in the
To discuss sPonson'ng an archives of our Diocese.

On Wednesday 14 November, family, friends and acquaintances paid their
last respects at the funeral service presided by His Grace Bishop Haigazoun
business advertisement, Najarian.

She is survived by her daughters, Nora and Taleen with their husbands
Nigogos and John, and four granddaughters Isabelle, Jacqueline, Natalie and Julia
Avrtinian on 0409049304 to whom our deep sympathy is extended. May she rest in God’s eternal kingdom.

he will also disown us.”

as this month’s sponsor

issue of Paros or Placing a

Plcasc contact Mrs Laura

<EM Funerals DONATIONS TO THE DIOCESE
diton AUt ljmky Drmomtin £ Brstony In memory of their dear mother Eugenie Keshishian:
Proudly Australian owned and operated. K i K
Mr & Mrs Nigogos & Nora Avakian & Family $1,000.00
J Mr & Mrs John & Taleen Marcarian & Family $1,000.00
On the two happy occasions of their grandchildren:
A l \X/ays h ere t O h el p Lucas & Louise Larcher-Yangoyan's baby birth, Alegra Marie and
Ello Meguerditchian. Jason Yangoyan's engagement to Giselle Siniorelli
Mr & Mrs Nubar & Marie Yangoyan $500.00
In lieu of flowers for the Jate Eugenie Keshishian:
"t would be an RoRode Mr & Mrs Vartkes & Maro Sarkissian $50.00
for me and my Friends of the Diocese Program:
compassionate staff Mr Zavin Henry John $5,000.00
to assist you in your Mr John Nazarian $5,000.00
time of need.” Dr & Mrs Artin & Maro Jebejian $5,000.00
. ~ 675 57 ‘ Mr & Mrs Jack & Sirvart Elmassian $2,000.00
e Q mfune LC Mr & Mrs Hrayr & Arda Jebejian $750.00
Contact me for a discreet, obngm.dluumon Ms Sonia Mackertich $500.00
Dr & Mrs Artin & Maro Jebejian $500.00
tiwalinh A guinnush Yndeauiligauat Mr & Mrs Jack & Mary Terzian $200.00
Ejo Uypinhztwlp wwinpwun Mrs Alice Boulghourjian $100.00
e aEiL i sup haili i ada e Mrs Sirvart Krikorian $100.00
punUuiwjwl uywuwnynLptwl Mrs Katy Sarafian $100.00
st irsockimratyiioiey Wepotelitrlioeitpsicorl Mr Harout Zarmenian $100.00
Fluent in many languages © Will atways answer your call 24/7 ® All cultures

For peace of mind. ask about our Fre-Poid Funeral - 3 years interest free payment plan®

* G faneval servces only. buriol piods net inckiced)




