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DIOCESAN NEWS Parish

Armenian Apostolic Church of Holy Trinity - News
Wentworthville

Friday 5 January Christmas Eve — His Grace Bishop Haigazoun Najarian celebrated Holy
Mass and delivered the day’s relevant sermon at the Church of Holy Trinity.
Following Holy Mass, the procession, led by His Grace, made its way into the
Batmanian Hall, where the Blessing Ceremony of Salt, Bread and Water service was
held, followed by the serving of light refreshments.

Saturday 6 January — With multitudes of faithful in attendance, the Nativity and
Theophany of our Lord Jesus Christ was held at Holy Trinity Church. Very
Reverend Father Nerses Harutyunyan celebrated Holy Mass and delivered the day’s
relevant sermon; thanking the Parish Council, Deacons, Ladies Auxiliary and the
congregation, with whom he was able to bring the parish community together.
Father Nerses conducted the Blessing of Water ceremony, symbolising the baptism
of Christ in the Jordan River. Following Holy Mass, light refreshments were served
in the Batmanian Hall. Under the directive of His Holiness, after completing his term of ministry in Australia, Father Nerses
was to return to the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin.

Friday 12 January — With the participation of the Primate, Father Avetis, Diocesan Council, Parish Council members of Holy
Resurrection and Holy Trinity Churches and close to 200 Holy Trinity faithful, a reception was attended to bid farewell to
Father Nerses having been recalled by His Holiness Karekin II, to continue the Lord’s work on a new path. Father Nerses has
left a positive impact on the church and community life. Owing to his efforts, he earned the respect of Parish Councillors
and community members. Mrs Linda Yekenian, Mr Stepan Kerkyasharian, Father Nerses and Bishop Najarian gave heartfelt
emotional addresses. The evening’s program included performances; recitals by Zarmig Zikhergezyan, Siamantoy “Farewell”;
Serli Wonjian Baroyr Sevag “Kich Enk Paytz Hay Enk”; and popular community singer Raffi Adourian entertained with folk
and pop Armenian music; dedicating “Hayr Im” to Father Nerses. The Ladies Auxiliary had prepared the dinner, a fine array
of deliciously home-made dishes.

Sunday 14 January — Very Reverend Father Nerses Harutyunyan celebrated his final Holy Mass and in his sermon, expressed
his warm and emotional appreciation to the community faithful and church bodies. After Holy Mass a barbeque lunch was
hosted in the Batmanian Hall. All gathered to bid an emotional farewell to the Holy Father.

Auckland, New Zealand

Sunday 7 January — His Grace Bishop Najarian celebrated Holy Mass and
presided over the Blessing of Water ceremony in the St Thomas More Church.
The “Zvartnotz’ church choir provided the choral accompaniment, with Deacon
Margos Iskenderian conducting. The congregation received Holy Communion
and were reenergised with the Bishop’s inspiring Christmas message. After Holy
Mass, certificates of appreciation, signed by the Primate, were presented to the
deacons and choir members, for their contribution to community and church life.

Friday 29 December — The Primate of Australia and New Zealand, His Grace Bishop Haigazoun Najarian, participated in the
meetings of the Middle Eastern Heads of Churches, which took place at the Holy Ephraim Assyrian Orthodox Primacy
Church Hall, hosted by Archbishop Mor Malatius Malki Malki. The meeting agenda centred on the ratification of the By-
Laws of the Conference of Middle Eastern Churches and its incorporation as well as the scheduled visit to Armenia of the
church leaders from 25 to 30 June 2018. The meeting elected the new executive officers, the President Archbishop Robert




Rabbat, Primate of the Melkite Catholic Church; Secretary and Community Affairs Officer Maronite Church Father Elli
Nakhoul; the Treasurer, Assyrian Church representative Father Joseph Joseph. Bishop Najarian reported that His Holiness
Karekin II has been informed of the proposed visit to Armenia and awaits the final number of clerics taking part and an
outline of their proposed itinerary. The number currently stands at eight committed clerics partaking in this significant visit.

Saturday 30 December — Bishop Najarian and Diocesan Councillor Mr Kevork Tchaprazian met with Holy Trinity Church
Parish members and Parish Council. The Bishop explained in detail, the circumstances leading to the return of Father Nerses
Harutyunyan to the Holy See. He noted that, at the instruction of His Holiness, Father Nerses would have returned to the
Holy See after his term of service in Melbourne, however, at his request, His Holiness agreed Father Nerses remain in
Sydney and pastor as Parish Priest at Holy Trinity for two years, from 2015 to 2017.

Sunday 1 January 2018 — Bishop Najarian celebrated Holy Mass at the Church of Holy Resurrection. The church was
overflowing with the faithful, gathered to commence the New Year in prayer with thanksgiving and gratitude for 2017.

- After Mass, he received the community faithful in his office, where they extended New Year
congratulations, and were served refreshments organised by the Parish Council.

Sunday 1 January — The same afternoon, accompanied by Chancellor Nishan Basmajian, Bishop
Najarian and the Middle Eastern Heads of Churches, visited the newly appointed Metropolitan
(Primate) of the Antiochan Orthodox Church of Australia, New Zealand and the Philippines,
Archimandrite Basilios Kodseie in the Wollongong Primacy, to offer their congratulations on
his enthronement. The church leaders expressed their best wishes and support to the young
Bishop. In turn, Bishop Basilios thanked the leaders and stated his appreciation of his senior
Brothers, for their respect and support to his predecessor, the late Archbishop Antoun Saliba, of
blessed memory and now, himself; with hope that he will be the worthy successor, and see the

Saturday 6 January — Bishop Najarian celebrated Holy Mass and delivered the /
sermon at Holy Resurrection Church with a multitude of faithful in l
attendance. The Blessing of Water ceremony was conducted after Holy Mass -
and the Blessing of Residence ceremony in the Edgarian Hall followed.
Representatives from the various community organisations entered the
Diocesan office, extending their Christmas congratulations to the Bishop.
Messages were conveyed by Parish Priest of Holy Resurrection Church, Father
Avetis Hambardzumyan; Vatche Topouzian, on behalf of the Social Democrat
Hunchakian Party Committee, Aleen Baliozian, on behalf of Armenian
Revolutionary Federation Regional Committee, Stepan Kerkyasharian on
behalf of the Diocesan Council, Bedros Zorlu, Parish Council Holy
Resurrection Church, Vicken Kalloghlian Hamazkaine Regional Committee, Sarkis Manoukian AGBU Sydney Committee,
Nora Sevagian Regional Committee Armenian Relief Society, Manoug Demirjian AGBU Alexander Primary School and
Sarkis Yedelian, Ryde Councillor. The Bishop stated the essential work undertaken by the community organisations; all
present accepted the concept of united efforts in 2018, which is the year marking the centenary of Armenia’s first
independence.

A few hours later, the Bishop boarded a flight to New Zealand, to celebrate Holy Mass in Auckland with the participation of
the small Armenian community of the city.

B

a student at the Armenian Philanthropic College of
Calcutta, he would gaze at the Honour Board, listing the
names of benefactors with admiration, knowing their
good deeds would not be forgotten. And today, his time
had arrived to immortalise his name. Our thanks to Mr
John, for the example he sets for all who desire to have
their names etched onto a page of Armenian history. The
nation everywhere, Armenia, Artsakh and the Diaspora,
has sponsorship potential; may the number of those like
Mr Henry grow, so our nation may meet its needs.

Friday 12 January — In the Diocesan office the Bishop and
Chancellor received Mr Zaven Henry John (Hovhanes-
sian) who, in memory of his wife Christie and on behalf
of his children and himself, presented a cheque for
$100,000 to the Primate, as a donation toward the
Diocesan Centre construction. Mr John is an Indian-
Armenian and one of the founders of the Austral-
Armenian Association, a truly patriotic individual. After
years of absence from community life, he has returned to
his roots. He told how when he was nine years of age, and



Saturday 13 January — Bishop Najarian attended the New Year function organised by the Jerusalem Armenian Benevolent
Union celebrating the date of the old calendar. Also attending the evening were Diocesan Council Chairman Sarkis Der
Bedrossian and Vice- Chairman Step Kerkyasharian and Chancellor Nishan Basmajian. In his address, the Bishop encouraged
the members of the Union to continue their loyalty in supporting Jerusalem.

Tuesday 16 January — NSW Ecumenical Council General Secretary Father Shenouda
Mansour visited the Primate in the Diocesan Centre. During the meeting, which
extended over an hour, discussions covered the organisation of various projects,
including the current situation in Jerusalem and a seminar on the future of Christians,
and a Middle East Christian Diaspora conference. Also discussed were the steps to be
taken, by the Church, to implement opposition to the Safe Schools campaign. During
lunch, discussions continued on clerics during the lent season and matters relating to
their contemplation and seclusion as well as the 100 anniversary of Armenia’s first independence, among other matters.

Sunday 21 January — Until the appointment and arrival of a replacement following the departure of Father Nerses
Harutyunyan, Bishop Najarian and the priests of Holy Resurrection will take turns each Sunday to celebrate Holy Mass at
Holy Trinity Church, On Sunday 21 January, Bishop Najarian celebrated Holy Mass and in his sermon reflected on Hrank
Dink’s principles and mission. A requiem service was held on the 11 year since Dink’s passing. The Bishop also met with
the Parish Council, providing them with guidance, explanations and forward thinking direction to benefit their service.

Sunday 21 January — Chancellor Nishan Basmajian represented the Bishop at the opening ceremony of the St Narsai Assyrian
Christian College, with State Premier Hon Gladys Berejiklian, NSW Labor Leader Luke Foley MP and Minister Tania Davies
MP, as well as high-ranking spiritual leaders. The Primate of the Ancient Church of the East of Australia, New Zealand &
Lebanon, His Beatitude Archbishop Mar Meelis Zaia, accompanied by the Premier and other high ranking political figures,
officiated the opening of the College. Over 1200 members of the Assyrian community were present at the inaugural event.
This splendid modern College will accommodate years 7 to 12 students and has 720 enrolled with 250 students on the
waiting list. In the College, subjects include religion, Assyrian language and history. Another Christian school is added to the
number functioning in the Bossley Park area, which is a noteworthy accomplishment.

Monday 22 January — Bishop Najarian presided over the Tuesday 23 January — Bishop Najarian had an audience
Hayastan All-Armenian Fund periodic committee with Bank of Sydney General Manager, Mr Miltos
meeting. Discussions centred on projects in 2018. Mikaelos who was accompanied by Mr Zohrab Keverian

and their respective wives. Cordial discussions took place
Tuesday 23 January — The Bishop presided over the

Properties Committee periodic meeting. The agenda
focused on the Diocesan Centre construction.

and the Bishop was informed of the bank’s new plan.

Thursday 25 January — Bishop Najarian participated in the Conference of Middle Eastern Churches. Present at the meeting,
was former Liberal Party Minister Mr Philip Ruddock, who is currently the Chairman of the Religious Freedom Committee,
appointed by the Government. Until February 14, it is possible to have your say, collectively or individually. The leaders put
forward their suggestions and Philip Ruddock assured them they would be considered. Over 1500 responses have been
registered with the Committee to date.

Friday 26 January — Accompanied by Diocesan Council Chairman Sarkis Der Bedrossian, Holy
Resurrection Church Parish Council Chairman Bedros Zorlu, Chancellor Nishan Basmajian and with
the attendance of 125 community faithful, Bishop Haigazoun Najarian participated in the Australia
Day dedication, honouring Mrs Marie Kouyoumdjian, the recipient of the title, Australian-Armenian
of 2018. The dedication was held at the AGBU Cultural Centre. The master of ceremony, Sarkis
Manoukian, in his introduction detailed the remarkable 40 years of service the recipient invested in
the AGBU community, in particular, at the AGBU Alec Manougain Saturday School as an Armenian
language teacher. Mrs Kouyoumdjian expressed her sentiments. In his closing address, Bishop Najarian
commended Mrs Kouyoumdjian for her commitment, imploring all present, as Armenian Christians,
and in particular, in recognition on Australia Day, to offer their services to Australia as Australian-
Armenians; to accomplish this, connect with the Church, collectively and individually, as Armenians,
to live as Christian, with Christian morals.




Sunday 28 January — In the Holy Resurrection and Holy Trinity Churches, the Feast of St Sarkis was commemorated. During
Holy Mass, Bishop Najarian invited the youth and the namesakes of the patron saint to receive his blessing. After Holy Mass,
with the gathering of large numbers of community faithful, the Primate officiated over the Blessing of Grapes ceremony. On
this occasion, by way of Paros publication, all bearing the name Sarkis are congratulated, with wishes for their good health
and prosperity.

Tuesday 30 January — Representatives from the National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS), met with the Primate and the
Welfare Committee representatives, the Chancellor and Welfare Centre staff, providing guidelines of the Scheme. In our
service through Welfare a new opportunity has been revealed, raising the bar of service for the benefit of the seniors of our
community.

Tuesday 30 January — Bishop Najarian presided over the Diocesan Council periodic meeting; discussion focusing on the
Welfare Office and the appointment of a new priest for Holy Trinity Church.

The following article appeared in ABC N News - by Ursula Malone, Posted 21 Jan 2018
SYRIAN-ARMENIAN REFUGEE LANDS DREAM JOB WITH SYDNEY SILVERSMITH COMPANY

On the bustling streets of Aleppo in Syria, the name Avedik Bayramian was a hallmark for quality craftsmanship in
silverware. He comes from a long line of Armenian silversmiths stretching back to his great-grandfather.

But for nearly two years he has struggled to find work in his highly-specialised field in Australia after arriving as a
refugee from the civil war. Now, he has landed his dream job, working for one of Australia's few remaining traditional
manufacturing silversmiths.

"I was lucky to find this job which I love," Mr Bayramian,
speaking through an Armenian interpreter, said.

"I am so thankful to Dennis." Dennis De Muth is the owner of W.]. Sanders, a company
| founded by an immigrant British silversmith in 1911. Mr De Muth was quick to
appreciate the skills of the man he called "Avo" when he knocked on his door looking for
a job.

"His work is absolutely beautiful," he said. "He will bring new skills. We've got one new
apprentice and two older apprentices and he'll be able to teach them new things."

The rambling Sydney workshop is crammed with antiques and pieces of silverware
awaiting restoration. On one bench sits the partially engraved bowl that will become next

year's Australian Open tennis trophy.
"You can see the repousse work on that, that is very much the type of work that Avo does," Mr De Muth said.

IMPORTANCE OF PASSING ON SKILLS

From the age of 14, Mr Bayramian honed his craft working at his uncle's workshop in Aleppo. In 2002, he opened his
own shop, only to see it destroyed as the city came under siege. The family fled to Beirut before settling in Australia as
refugees.

"You have no idea how difficult it is to leave our life behind and come here with nothing and find a job," Mr
Bayramian said.

"But when someone loves their work, they work hard and they will succeed."

His younger daughter, five-year-old Lourd, is already showing signs of following in the family tradition.

"I can see that she is very talented with designing. That's the first thing you need in this trade," Mr Bayramian said.
Standing at his workbench, Mr Bayramian is a study in concentration.

His new boss is happy that this master craftsman's skills will be handed on to a new generation.

"It's really important that this business keeps going and that people like Avo teach the young people."



http://www.abc.net.au/news/ursula-malone/7869234
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Pincipal LBenfacton

Mr Henry John $100,000
e - Lo Rookwood Cemetery $3,000
Rookwood Cemetery has a long history with the Armenian community.
As a result we are committed to supporting the Church and its families. Ms Siroun Ebna $1,000
To commence the New Year, we were pleased to donate $3,000 to help
with the construction of the new Diocesan Centre of the Armenian Dr & Mrs Artin & Maro Jebejian $1,000
Apostolic Church of Australia and New Zealand.
Mr & Mrs Krikor & Azad Karageuzian $300
¥ P 0285758100
ROOkWOOd E info@rookwoodcemetery.com.au Mr & Mrs Jirair & Janet Mahmur $100

A Hawthorne Ave, Rookwood NSW 2141
R e dos W rookwoodcemetery.com.au




