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DIOCESAN NEWS

EASTER EVENTS

Our communities’ faithful enter into the Easter week, through the
meditative mysteries of our Holy Lent church services. Our hearts and
souls are taken back 2000 years to the patriarchs of our faith, who were
concerned and doubtful about the fate awaiting their spiritual teacher,
Jesus Christ. The uncertainty, the persecution, the pride, threats and
betrayal were at play, fulfilling biblical prophecies; the King was
arrested, crucified as a criminal and buried. It was thought that with this

burial, everything relevant to Him was buried, His teachings, His Love,
His Divinity. Oh the foolishness of man and Oh the wonder! Only three days later it was revealed that Life Himself was not
amongst the dead. He was now the Resurrection. It is the celebration of triumphal victory, and not mourning because Life
had overcome sin and death. Through His supreme yet loving sacrifice, Christ proved to humanity that the Cross is now the
symbol of peace and not pain and suffering. The crucifixion and resurrection carry the message for daily renewal of our
Christian faith in order to live life, each day, in victory.

The Resurrected Lord and His Resurrection were celebrated in the community parishes, Chatswood Holy Resurrection,
Wentworthville Holy Trinity and Melbourne St Mary’s Churches. Easter revitalised us, re-centered us and re-enforced our
faith in Christ.

Australia and New Zealand celebrated the Divine Liturgy in commemoration
+ 1 of the Lord’s Supper in the morning and in the evening, presided over the
Washing of the Disciples Feet service at the Church of Holy Resurrection,
washing the feet of over 24 youth, once again a reminder of the identifying
feature of Christian character. The presence of these youth, was evidence of
the over 20 Armenian parents who had shown their desire for their children
to see with their eyes, the portrayal of humility, as displayed by Bishop
Najarian. In his sermon, the Bishop reflected on the expression of humility
and love, which each faithful Christian is to strive for.

a ] Thursday 29 March - His Grace Bishop Haigazoun Najarian, the Primate of

. The inspiring Passion Service followed, with Bishop Najarian presiding,
Father Patanian, Father Hambardzumyan and Deacons participating. Father Karakashian presided over the Holy Maundy
Services in Holy Trinity Church. With his poignant message, Bishop transported the congregation back to the Last Supper,
where St Peter denied his Lord, and when Judas sold his Lord ...

Friday 30 March — The Crucifixion of our Lord. The Punishment of the Righteous One,
Dishonouring the Saviour, the death penalty imposed on the immortal; the morning service |
was presided over by Bishop, with the participation of the Holy Resurrection Parish Fathers,
followed by the final sorrowful service, the Burial of Christ.

Saturday 31 March — Bishop Najarian celebrated the Easter Eve Holy Mass in Holy Trinity
Church and Father Bartev Karakashian celebrated in Holy Resurrection, with multitudes of
community faithful gathered in each parish. The faithful raised their prayers to the Almighty
before receiving Holy Communion after completing the 50-day contemplative period of Lent.

Sunday 1 April — Close to a thousand people filled Holy Resurrection Church and the
adjoining grounds. Bishop Najarian was the celebrant, with the participation of the Fathers
and Deacons, Acolytes and Lousavorich Choir; the procession proceeded from the grounds of
the new Diocesan Centre with the Bishop blessing the flock to the singing of worship hymns,
pondering the wonder of our Lord, Herashaparand Khorourt Khorin as they made their way




into the church. Hundreds of faithful received Holy Communion. The Bishop
devoted his Easter sermon to the message of the Resurrection and the rebirth of
the Armenian nation; urging all to cling to our heritage and our national

Choir members, and the congregation, made their way into the Edgarian Hall,
to the singing of hymns, for the Blessing of Residence service.

& In the Diocesan Centre, Bishop Najarian with the Reverend Fathers and
i Diocesan Council members, received community representatives who, as has
g been customary, extended their Easter congratulation wishes to the Primate.
The Diocesan Council Chairman Mr Sarkis Der Bedrossian gave a welcome
address; with a deep sense of unity, messages were given by Vache Topouzian
: : $ (SDHP), Garo Keshishian (ARF), Vicken Kalloghlian (Hamazkaine), Sarkis
Manouklan (AGBU) and Adel Kradjian (ARS). Refreshments were prepared and served by the Holy Resurrection Ladies
Auxiliary.

Monday 2 April — “Remembrance of the Deceased; the nation, which does not remember their deceased, are condemned to
death. However that is not the fate of Armenians. Our departed live with us and are not forgotten. They are with us in
memories, teachings, advice and nurturing. It is for this reason that the Armenian Church holds a Remembrance of the
Deceased Day the day after each Feast.” This year once again, the Primate accompanied by the parish priests, conducting a
general requiem service before the Monument on the grounds of the Macquarie Park Cemetery. Bishop delivered his
sermon, stating the significance and impact of remembering our dearly departed.

Monday 2 April — In the evening, the inaugural requiem service for the repose
of the Artsakh martyrs of the four-day war in 2016 was held. The Armenian
Church Youth Auxiliary (ACYA) organised the event. Present were over 50
Armenians. This idea was greatly praised by all present, and in particular by
Bishop Najarian, who in his sermon encouraged Armenian youth, to, with
united vigour, be prepared to offer their support to Armenia and Artsakh. Also
present at the event was the Permanent Representative of the Republic of
Nagorno Karabakh to Australia Mr Kaylar Michaelian. The ACYA held a
fundraiser to benefit Artsakh and its armed forces, well supported by all

attending the event. Paros publication congratulates the community youth for ]
their commendable principles and joint participation, wishing them new successes worklng hand in hand in the field of
service.

Tuesday 3 April — Bishop Najarian presided over the Diocesan Council meeting. The meeting heard the Primate’s Report and
Diocesan monthly activity report. Matters relating to the Diocesan building, the finances and furnishings were discussed and
members of the Diocesan Ladies Auxiliary approved; preliminary plans for the official opening ceremonies of the Diocesan
Centre to be officiated by His Holiness Karekin II Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians were put forward. A
general tentative outline of events were drawn in relation to His Holiness visit from November 15 to 26; the meeting heard
reports from the three parishes; focused extensively on the May 19-20 scheduled Diocesan Assembly activity report and
various organisational matters. The Assembly will be held at the Holy Resurrection Church with the Primate presiding over
the proceedings. The encouraging reports of the ACYA also constituted a significant part of the meeting.

Thursday 5 April — Bishop Najarian left for Iran to visit the Armenian and Persian historical sites, which have forged their
impact on the many facets of Armenian identity.

Wednesday 11 April — Chancellor Nishan Basmajian represented Bishop Najarian at the Jewish Yom
Hashoah (Holocaust Memorial Day) at the Jewish Masada College, St Ives, a commemoration dedicated to
the victims of the Jewish genocide perpetrated by the German Nazi forces. Keynote speakers included
Jeremy Spinak and Vic Alhadef; survivors gave testimonies, various eye witness accounts and impact
testimonies were given by the children and grandchildren. During the addresses, reference was made to
the various genocides, including the first genocide of the 20% century, the Armenian Genocide.




Sunday 15 April — Organised by the Hamazkaine Literary Arts Committee and held in Galstaun
College, a commemoration was held dedicated to the 70 anniversary of the passing of writer,
public figure and revolutionary, first Parliamentary President of the Republic of Armenia, Avetis
Aharonian. As a member of the Parliament, he headed the Armenian delegation to the Paris Peace
Conference, where he signed the Treaty of Sevres in August 1920. The event was dedicated to the
100% anniversary of Armenia’s first independence. In the Primate’s absence, Father Norayr
Patanian attended accompanied by Diocesan Chairman Sarkis Der Bedrossian, Vice-Chairman
Stepan Kerkyasharian, Diocesan Council member Kevork Tchaprazian and Chancellor Nishan
Basmajian. At the close of the outstanding event, in his brief yet comprehensive message, Father
 Norayr praised the values of Aharonian and the organisers of the commemoration, closing the
| evening with his benediction.
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Monday 16 April - Chancellor Nishan Basmajian joined the
Middle Eastern Church Leaders in paying a condolence visit to
Bishop Basilios Casmoussa in the Burwood parish of Our Lady of
Mercy Syrian Catholic Church, to pay respect on the recent
passing of the Patriarch, Bishop Ignatius Boutros VIII Abdul
Ahad, resident of Jerusalem, who passed to the mercy of God on 4
April, at the age of 87 years.

Thursday 19 April — Chancellor Nishan Basmajian
participated in the NSW Ecumenical Council (NSWEC)

NSWEC committees. The meeting heard the quarterly
activity reports from the General Secretary Father

quarterly committee meeting. The meeting heard the
activity reports of the three committees; the Interfaith
Commission, which is occupied with the organisation of a
conference, in association with the Middle Eastern Peace
Day event organisers; the Theological Reflection
Commission, which is engaged in training programs -
organised the 27 May prayer and meditation evening with
the brotherhood of 7azé, the allocation of appropriate
housing by the Peace and Justice Commission; with Pax
Christi (with the Peace of Christ), action against gun
acquisition and its repercussions. Representatives from

Shenouda Mansour and the President Ms Wiles Shuiringa,
congratulating them on their progress and achievements.
One of the foundational issues addressed by the meeting
was the May 12 NSWEC Annual Fundraising Dinner,
which will take place this year, for the first time, in the
Holy Resurrection Edgarian Hall; Nishan Basmajian
reported on the progress and expressed appreciation of the
supportive efforts of his co-members. It is deemed
appropriate to mention here that our church community
faithful has shown their support of this event, the
proceeds of which will be directed to the expansion of the

the Armenian Apostolic Church participate in five Council’s endeavours.

Friday 20 April — With Bishop Najarian presiding, the Holy Resurrection Parish Council Annual General Meeting was held
with close to 80 members participating. The meeting approved the previous year’s Minutes; heard the Parish Priest and
Parish Council annual activity reports and duly validated them. There were various productive and constructive
recommendations made. The elections to vote in new council members followed, the office bearers: Mrs Laura Artinian,
Messrs Bedros Zorlu, Zaven Yaghljian, Sarkis Mouradian, Ara Kopoushian, Vasken Amirzaian, Armik Kocharian, Avo
Karageuzian, Mihran Lepejian, Kegham Anoushian, Arek Yapoudjian.

Saturday 21 April — Bishop Najarian presided over the Holy Trinity Church Parish Annual General Meeting. Please read
“Parish News” for details.

Sunday 22 April — After Holy Mass the 40% day requiem service was held for the eternal repose of Parish Priest Father Avetis
Hambardzumyan’s father, Sargis followed by requiem coffee (hokesoorj) in the hall. In his message, Bishop Najarian paid
tribute to the deceased, highlighting his life, his dedication, and talent as photographer, serving Holy Etchmiadzin from the
time of Catholicos Vazken, until the enthronement of Karekin II.



Sunday 22 April — Bishop Najarian accompanied by Father
Norayr Patanian, Father Avetis Hambardzumyan,
Diocesan Council Chairman Sarkis Der Bedrossian, Vice
Chairman Stepan Kerkyasharian and Chancellor Nishan
Basmajian, participated in the ‘March for Justice’ from
Sydney’s Hyde Park to Circular Quay. The March was
organised by the collaborative efforts of the 103w
Commemorative Committee, with over 3000 Armenians
and Australians taking part, including member of the
NSW Legislative Council Rev Fred Nile, International
author Chris Bohjalian, Armenian Church, political and
organisational representatives and students. The
Homenetmen Australia Scout Band led the March. Bishop
Najarian met the crowd at Circular Quay. A program of
inspiring and moving addresses was delivered by Fred
Nile, Chris Bohjalian, Vache Kahramanian and Kevork
Vartanian; the Hamazkaine Sydney Dance Ensemble and
the Nyree Dance Group performed as did the Galstaun
College students. In his message, Bishop Najarian
highlighted the support Australia sent Armenians from
1918 to 1923 and called on the Federal Parliament and the
Turkish government to recognise the Genocide; paying
tribute to the Aboriginal flag, alongside the Australian
and Armenian flags, He stated that by recognising and

apologising for the errors of the past, the Australian
government displayed strength and not weakness,
maturity and respect of human dignity. The Bishop
commended the youth, encouraging them to remain
committed, and in conclusion asserted, “for as long as the
youth remain committed to their demands, the Genocide
will not be forgotten, even if 100 or 200 years roll on from
the date of the calamity. Bishop Najarian, accompanied by
Reverend Hagop Sarkissian, closed the event with the
Lord’s Prayer.

Sunday 22 April - Accompanied by Father Avetis Hambardzumyan, Messrs Stepan Kerkyasharian and Nishan Basmajian,
Bishop Najarian attended the Armenian Genocide commemoration organised by the AGBU Sydney Chapter held at the
AGBU Cultural Centre. The keynote speaker, Hong Kong based Dr Vahagn Vartanian, delivered a lecture entitled, “Armenia,
Diaspora Connection Through sSpaces”, giving outlines of historic facts giving credence to its recognition, and the historical
significance of the Treaty of Sevre. In his opening address, the Managing Director of the Chapter, Mr Sarkis Manoukian,
emphasised what needs to be remembered and what needs to be demanded, reflecting on the different international treaties
and gave an analysis of their impacts. Prior to his Benediction, Bishop Najarian warned that patriotism should not wane in
the younger generation in pursuit of our goal but rather regenerate, as it is youth that will lead us to the fulfillment of our

dream of an undivided Armenia.
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Monday 23 April — In response to the request by a
group of young men and women from our community,
Bishop Najarian, Father Hambardzumyan and with
Holy Resurrection Parish Council’s approval, accepted
close to 150 community members who gathered on the
church grounds, with several tri-colour flags flying and
banners posted in a silent protest for the resignation of
former President Serzh Sargsyan from the new position
as Prime Minister, and in support of the peaceful
protests of their brothers and sisters in Yerevan. The
civil and informed crowd sang the Armenian anthem
in unison and decided to continue the peaceful protest
on April 25 on park grounds in Ryde. In the meantime,
if Sargsyan resigned they would celebrate the victory.
Father Avetis closed the gathering with prayer and
blessing.




Tuesday 24 April — Close to 300 community faithful
attended Holy Resurrection Mother Church for the
Episcopal Holy Mass with representatives of all
community organisations represented, students and
Homenetmen Scouts. Following Holy Mass, Willoughby
City Mayor Clr Gail Giles-Gidney joined the community.
After the Primate’s soul stirring sermon, the procession,
joined by the congregation, made its way on a 400m

march to Beauchamp Park led by the marching band of 40
Homenetmen scouts and cub scouts. The local Chatswood

Police had granted permission for the march and provided
a police escort for protection. A memorial service was
held before the Beauchamp Park Monument, with Bishop
Najarian, Reverend Fathers and Deacons participating. On
behalf of the youth, in his address, Johannes Mikaelian
explained that the living hope is not whether Turkey
recognises the Genocide, currently hope is centred on the
Republic of Armenia. Turkey knows this well. The Turks

know that the Diaspora’s primary hope is the return of
western Armenia. They know well that for as long as they
deny recognition of the Genocide, Armenians will
continue to demand and hope.

In her remarks, the Mayor expressed her appreciation to
Bishop Najarian for including her in these important
proceedings; thanking the Bishop, Diocesan Council
Chairman and Vice-Chairman, for meeting her in
Yerevan during her visit to Armenia last June, organising
meetings with the Catholicos, RA Minister for the
Diaspora and the ministerial staff, the Mayor of Yerevan
and the signing of the agreement between Nor Nork and
Willoughby Sister City ties. In conclusion, the Bishop
praised Clr Gidney’s high values and congratulated her on
her recent visit to Armenia; and commended the
Armenian younger generation, wishing them strength
and enthusiasm to remain committed to their claims for
the righteous cause. In closing, all present recited the
Lord’s Prayer.

Tuesday 24 April — Close to 1000 community members gathered at the Chatswood Concourse to renew their allegiance to the
righteous cause. The Genocide Commemorative Committee organised the annual event. At the Committee’s invitation,
Bishop Haigazoun Najarian attended accompanied by Father Avetis Hambardzumyan, Father Norayr Patanian, Diocesan
Councillors Chairman Sarkis Der Bedrossian, Vice Chairman Stepan Kerkyasharian and Kevork Tchaprazian, Church
Council Chairman Bedros Zorlu and Chancellor Nishan Basmajian. Several political figures were present, including the NSW
Premier The Hon Gladys Berejiklian, who delivered her address. The keynote addresses were delivered by visiting US
Novelist Chris Bohjelian and Professor Mary Armoudian from New Zealand — which can be listened to on demand on

Armenia Online.

In his closing address, Bishop Najarian declared, he was
physically standing there but was elsewhere in his heart
and soul, that he holds US and Republic of Armenia
citizenship, was born in Syria, has resided in Lebanon and
Australia yet does not feel he belongs to any. Why these
feelings and what is it that connects us to a land, not even
seen but only read about in history books and stories? “It
is the blood and soul of my forefathers, who lived on that
land for generations and is called Armenia.” He then
continued to speak about the Federal Government not
recognising the Genocide, and pointing to the Australian

flag he expressed his hope that one day this flag will be
alongside the others (referring to the flags of the countries
that have already recognised the

Genocide). Bishop Najarian then invited

the Catholic and Evangelical Church *
leaders to join him on stage, Very

Reverend Father Parsegh Soussanian

and Reverend Hagop Sarkissian; the REMEMBEH
purpose filled commemoration was

closed with the three church leaders nEMA“n
and audience singing the Lord’s Prayer.



Wednesday 25 April — Accompanied by Father Avetis Hambardzumyan, Messrs Stepan
Kerkyasharian and Nishan Basmajian, Bishop Najarian attended the performance of Year 9

'{c1:\88  Kanon student Christina Yangoyan from Armenia with her teacher Dzovinar Hovhanissian
Syaney

accompanying on piano. This young brilliant performer was invited to take part in the Warner
Brothers Entertainment ‘Little Big Shots’ television series. Taking advantage of the opportunity,
the AGBU Sydney Chapter Committee, organised a concert with the proceeds of $4,620 raised
to assist Christina’s education. More than 100 attended the event with the performance
receiving a resounding emotional applause. The Kanon strings vibrated and pulsated to the
touch of this talented young lady; she performed international and Armenian masterpieces. In
his closing address, the Bishop stated, “without Dzovinar’s persistence this miracle would not
occur, and if 103 years later such miracles of international fame are born, then these people will
not die”. He closed the unprecedented evening with his prayer and best wishes.

Friday 27 April — At Bishop Haigazoun Najarian’s invitation, a consultation meeting of community organisations to plan the
commemoration of the centennial of the declaration of the independence and first Armenian Republic was held. Participants
included the leaders of the Armenian Apostolic, Catholic and Evangelical Churches, Social Democratic Party, Armenian
Revolutionary Federation, Armenian Democratic Liberal Party, Armenian General Benevolent Union and Hamazkaine. The
participants decided to hold the commemoration in September. Details will be announced in due course.

Friday 27 April - In the western Sydney Panoyan Cultural Centre, an evening paying homage to the Armenian Holy Martyrs
of the Armenian Genocide was held; organised by the Hamazkaine Sevan Chapter, with over 120 community members
participating. Father Avetis Hambardzumyan represented Bishop. In his concise closing address, Father Avetis congratulated
the organisers and participants of the event, expressing his wish for peace in the Homeland and the unity of the Diaspora.
The impressive program was closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Saturday 28 April — In response to the invitation of the Ryde City Council, a
commemoration of the 103 anniversary of the Armenian Genocide was held,
led by Ryde Councillor Sarkis Yedelian. Also present were various political
figures, Armenian community organisation representatives and Homenetmen
Scouts. The Bishop thanked Ryde Council, and the initiation by Sarkis
Yedelian; for the recognition and reverence displayed once again, and also all
the political figures, and Armenian community for displaying their sincere
respect toward Armenia, with the hope that Ryde Council’s stance will be the
pattern to follow by other Councils, in particular the Federal Government, to
recognise the Armenian Genocide. Bishop Najarian, accompanied by Father
Patanian and Father Hambardzumyan, closed with the Benediction.

Saturday 28 April — Instigated by the Primate, Father Bartev Karakashian left for Adelaide, to celebrate Holy Mass with the
participation of the small Armenian community of the city. It is
the second time that Father Bartev has officiated at the St Luke
Anglican Church; close to 40 residents participated. Also
present during Holy Mass was church pastor, originally from
Lebanon Father George Kirre, who delivered his remarks in
Arabic, expressing his best wishes for the Armenian
community. Father Bartev delivered his sermon, with reference
to the Cross and the Resurrection. After Holy Mass,
refreshments were served. It was an opportunity for the
residents to meet each other and enjoy the presence of their
visiting Priest. Also attending was fellow student of the late
Archbishop Zaven Aznavourian of blessed memory, University
of South Australia Associate Professor John Van Der Hoek; who
paid tribute to the late Archbishop’s high moral and spiritual

principles.



Sunday 29 April — The annual Primate’s Banquet was held at Orso Bayside Reception and attended by 210 participants

which included representatives from Armenian community organisations and invited guests. Among them were the
Reverend Fathers Norayr Patanian, Bartev Karakashian, Avetis Hambardzumyan and Reverend Krikor Youmoushakian with
their wives as well as Parliamentary Member Mr Damien Tudehope, Federal Minister the Hon Paul Fletcher MP and
Willoughby City Mayor Clr Gail Giles-Gidney.

Due to a prior engagement, NSW Premier the Hon Gladys Berejiklian was unable to attend however sent a personal message
to be read on the evening. Good cheer was evident among all who had joined the Banquet with the understanding of
stewardship to support the mission of the Diocese.

The evening was a great success and achieved its purpose after months of planning by the organising committee members:
Mesdames Laura Artinian, Nora Bastajian, Taleen Marcarian, Klar Haroutiounian, Karyne Kerkyasharian-Vanza, Zepur
Mouradian and Mr Nishan Basmajian. The evening united members of the Armenian community around their spiritual
father standing firm with their Primate and the Diocese. The committee also brought together talented young Armenian
artists who with their high calibre of performances delighted the audience.

The Mistress of Cermony, Mrs Nora Bastajian was exceptional with her expressions and passion as she presented descriptive
introductions in both Armenian and English. The evening commenced at 6.00 p.m. with prayer and blessing. The program
was opened with a welcome speech in Armenian by Diocesan Council Chairman Mrs Sarkis Der Bedrossian and a brief
account on the operations of the Diocese. Sako Dermendjian, a talented classical guitarist from Wollongong, a recipient of
numerous awards, performed three Flamenco pieces that captivated the audience. This young artist migrated from Syria just
two years ago and has already found acclaim in the Australian music scene having participated in various local events. The
next item on the program was an impassioned recitation by Stephanie Bastajian of Baruyr Sevag’s “We Are Few But We Are
Armenian” translated to English, which left a lasting impression not only on the non-Armenian guests but also the
Armenian. Mezzo Soprano, Isabelle Marcarian who is most familiar on the Armenian stage sang “Sareri Hovin Mernem” by
Gomidas accompanied on the piano by Alex Sahagian who is equally renowned. He also accompanied cellist Natalie
Minasian on a piece by Edward Baghdassarian “The Noctune”. There are many talents to be found and encouraged in Sydney
of which one is orthopaedic surgeon Dr Raffi Qasabian who spends a month each year attending to the needs of people in
Armenia. On this occasion, Alex Sahagian played a debut piano piece written and arranged for the piano by Dr Qasabian.

Another first on the evening was the Youth Choir performace, comprised primarily of church youth, who and presented two
songs, “Hoy Nazann” and “Zinch ou Zinche” in a capella. The Choir of ten youth, led and conducted by Lilit Mouradian-
Minasian received an arousing applause for its excellent harmonising. We certainly hope the choir continues to evolve and
grow with such great potential demonstrated.

The evening’s program continued with Kevork Mouradian on saxophone accompanied by Lilit Mouradian-Min asian on
piano playing Aram Khachaturian’s “Ororotsayin” receiving high accolades by the audience. Two young Syrian-Armenian
artists, Meghry Awnjian on Kanon and Hovsep Emirzayan on Dhol performed the “Tabrizon Barr”. With their delightful
performance they showcased traditional Armenian music.



Member of Parliament Mr Damien Tudehope read the Premier’s heartfelt message for the occasion and continued to address
the audience. Mr Tudehope is known for his special fondness toward the Armenian people and his strong stance to uphold
Christian values.

Also on the evening, Federal Minister Mr Paul Fletcher whose first time it was attending a Diocese function, in his astute
manner expressed his appreciation to the Armenian community and promised to uphold the moral principles for which the
Armenian Church among others staunchly advocates.

Mayor Gidney expressed how proud she is of her Armenian constituents who have always stood firm beside her and
promised her continued support of the Armenian community and the Armenian Church.

Diocesan Council Vice-chairman Dr Stepan Kerkyasharian gave a brief and concise account in English on the final stage of
the Diocesan Centre construction and the scope of its operations over the past year. He also informed the guests of the
Pontifical Visit of His Holiness Karekin II Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians in November and the official
opening of the Diocesan Centre on 18 November.
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During the evening, Ms Georgia Kokkoris of Greek heritage and a student of renowned vocalist Arax Mansourian, performed
a 40-minute repertoire of Armenian and non-Armenian songs that included “Groong”, “Chinar Es”, “Tsiyarani Tsar”. Prof
Mansourian has planted seeds in five non-Armenian students, who perform Armenian songs, particularly the songs of
Gomidas. Among them is pianist Nathaniel Kong who accompanied Georgia in her songs.

In his closing address, Bishop Najarian thanked and commended all who contributed to the success of the evening. He
explained the importance of the Diocesan Centre as a building and in its function, the work to be carried on in both
Armenian and Australian spheres. With Messrs Der Bedrossian and Kerkyasharian, the Primate highly praised the presence
of almost 40 youth on the evening in whom he saw the perpetuation of our community and our Church.

Although there was no intention to raise funds for the Diocesan Centre construction at the Banquet, the excitement of the
evening inspired some guests to pledge donations to an amount of $30,000.




Melbourne - St Mary’s Armenian Apostolic Church Parish

The faithful community of St Mary’s Armenian Apostolic Church participated

actively and enthusiastically in the meaningful Easter services of the Washing of NeWS
the Feet, Passion Service, Burial Service, Candlemas on Easter Eve and the
Glorious Resurrection Service on Easter Sunday.

On 31 March, following the Easter Eve Divine Liturgy, a procession of the church
clerks made their way to the church hall to conduct the Blessing of the Residence ceremony after which the traditional,
delightful festive gathering was held.

On Sunday 22 April, in observance of the 103" anniversary of the Armenian Genocide, the Divine Liturgy was celebrated
with the participation of students from the Aginian and Mesrob Mashdots Matevossian Schools. Following the service, a
procession of church clerks made its way to the Memorial Khachkar located beside the church hall which is dedicated to the
memory of the Holy Martyrs. Intercessory prayers were recited in remembrance.

St Mary’s Armenian Church brought its participation to the joint community Genocide Commemoration evening held at
Dandenong Town Hall which included cultural performances and addresses. The evening concluded with the “Der
Voghormya”(Lord have mercy) hymn and prayer.

On 24 April a prayer service (Hesgoom) was held at St Mary’s Church dedicated to the Feast of the Holy Martyrs.

Sydney — Armenian Apostolic Church of Holy Trinity

The Armenian Holy Trinity Parish Council had its Annual General Meeting =
(AGM), which took place on Saturday, 21 April 2018 at 5.30 pm in the
Batmanian Hall located at 26 Garfield Street Wentworthville. The AGM was |
presided by His Grace Bishop Haigazoun Najarian.

The Parish Council Committee for 2018 comprises of:
Vazken Z Yegenian - Chair

Gary Kouyoumjian - Vice-Chair

Vazken Hagopian - Secretary (Armenian)

Garo Arabian - Secretary (English)

Nahabet Hacadurian- Treasurer

Harout Hajian- Vice Treasurer

Pylak Tavitian - Women’s Auxiliary Liaison

Aramais Odesyan - Deacon/Choir Liaison

Garabed Aladjadjian - Councillor




Armenians in Queensland

The following Correspondence was received from Armine Hakobyan, our correspondent in Queensiand.
Today, as in every year our hearts are heavy with sadness as we remember the [
innocent martyrs of our nation, however we could not hold back our deep joy as we
witnessed the solidarity of members of our church alongside the people.

As you had requested, I am forwarding news on our community in Queensland.
Today on 24 April, in the city of Brisbane, our community gathered together to
commemorate the 103 anniversary of the Armenian Genocide.

The evening commenced with the Australian and Armenian national anthems followed
by a PowerPoint presentation on the Armenian Genocide. The presentation was
complemented with a wall display to inform community members on the works
carried out by Australian/New Zealand citizen, Len Wick’s for recognition of the
Armenian Genocide.

(Len Wicks is the creator of the Adopt- a- Village and Origins Projects, an Armenian genocide awareness activist and writer
Len Wicks, who Is engaged in various projects and is leading a campaign for recognition of the Armenian genocide by
Australia and New Zealand.)

Community members Mardig Berberian and Lusin Martarian provided addresses in Armenian and English after which two
short films were presented. The evening concluded with the Lord’s Prayer.

When the program for the Genocide commemoration concluded, Moushegh Khourshoutian reported on the current events
taking place in Armenia noting the great excitement and jubilation at the resignation of the Prime Minister, the strong
resolve of the people and confirming the community’s solidarity with the people in these turn of events.

Auckland, New Zealand

As the year 2018 unfolds it is expected to be a significant year for Armenians
around the world and in particular for the Armenian community in
- Auckland with two very special milestones being reached in the next few
¢ months.

While we commemorate with pride the centennial anniversary of Armenia’s
first independence in May, closer to home we look forward to installing an Armenian Friendship Stone on the grounds of the
Meadowood Park to signify our special connection to the area and solidify our special relationship with the Meadowood
House and its multicultural community.

This unique project has been approved by the Upper Harbour Local Board and reflects the genuine and long term committed
and special relationship that the Armenian community in Auckland has with Meadowood House.

The Armenian Society of New Zealand is proud to be the sole sponsor of this historic project and is truly blessed to have a
community which recognises and supports the important role that the Armenian Society of New Zealand plays in serving the
Armenian Community in Auckland and New Zealand at large. With this understanding we invite Armenian compatriots to
make a kind financial contribution to the special fund that the Society has allocated to fund this project. The total cost of the
project is estimated to be ~ $ 10,000 — 12,000.

Donations can be made directly to the Armenian Society of New Zealand Bank Account listed below* referencing full name
and “Alphabet” so that a special receipt can be provided.

The design of the Armenian Alphabet Stone will make its way from Armenia to its location in Meadowood Park soon. To
discuss financial contributions please feel free to contact Mr. Noobar Yaghobian either by phone (0212502095) or by email
(noobarh@yahoo.co.nz).

“Bank Account Details: Bank: ANZ Bank Account Name: Armenian Society of NZ
Bank Account Number: 06-0287-0429970-00 Your Reference: Alphabet and Full Name
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TR LATII
Pontifical Visit to Australia of
HIS HOLINESS KAREKIN II
15-26 November 2018

We are delighted to announce to our faithful community the Pontifical Visit
to the Diocese of Australia and New Zealand of His Holiness Karekin I1
Supreme Patriarch & Catholicos of All Armenians from 15-26 November 2018.

The official Blessing & Opening of the Diocesan Centre will take place on
SUNDAY 18 NOVEMBER 2018




THE NEW HOME OF THE DIOCESE
11 Chatswood Avenue,
Chatswood

Diocesan Centre
Giving Frogram

After many months of planning and 16 months of construction, the Diocesan Centre, our

Acknowledging with gratitude Arachnortaran, is almost complete and awaits to open its doors to the community.

the generosity ‘?f stewardship Whilst the construction has finished, there is more that needs to be done inside and your
continued stewardship is required to ensure the project reaches its full potential.

% al (SW wloh It provides a deep sense of satisfaction to see a community structure come to fulfilment

which only comes with toil and sacrifice. It is therefore timely to extend our gratitude to

Mr & Mrs Armen & Gayane

Baghdasarayan $25,000

Anonymous $25,000

0(”5 @Mm W @;}MM who made the construction possible

through their acts of generosity, demonstrating an understanding of what the Diocesan
gme‘m/ @Md&&/w Centre means for our Community. These were selfless acts of giving for no other purpose

than to honour our Church and ensure a new home for our Diocesan offices that will

Mr & Mrs Vic & Marie
Soghomonian

$5,000 enable expansion of its mission, to serve our community with its ministry and programs.

Dr & Mrs Artin & Maro
- 5150 The Construction and. %W Committees

Armenian Missionary $1.000

Association Australia

comprised of members from the Diocese Properties Group and individuals who shared
the vision with the Primate and Diocesan Council. Their dedication to manage the

Armenian Apostolic Church project at every stage methodically and meticulously with attention to detail has resulted

of Holy Trinity $500

in the imposing building we see today.

N O Bhimaston Bompany @ Pdlding Tem

When a loved one passes away,
a dignified commemoration

enables you to Respect, Reflect
and Remember their life.

} Rookwood’s new Armenian lawn,
which was blessed by His Grace Bishop
Haigazoun Najarian of the Armenian
Church of Australia and New Zealand,
provides a traditionzal and picturesgue
location to commemarate the memory
of aloved one.

P 028575 8100

X
ROOkWOOd E info@rookwoodcemetery.com.au

General Cen Rescrve Trast A Hawthome Ave, Rookwood NSW 2141
SBoppoit SR - Dovwsrwrdlon W rookwoodcemetery.com.au

headed by Mr Hagop Meridjanian of Schenk Construction Group
Pty Ltd. As a young Armenian developer with a relatively new
business, we entrusted this project to him. Symbolic of what the
Diocesan Centre stands for, it has been developed for the
community in the spirit of faith and love, for our church, for the
benefit of our community and for future generations of
Armenians.

Now all that remains is for the building to gain a pulse. A pulse
of service, programs, events and most importantly, People.

The doors are open to You and we look forward to welcoming
you very soon.

WHY YOUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT IS STILL
NEEDED IN THIS PROJECT

To enable the purchase of:

e quality furniture for the offices, reception area, meeting room
and residential quarter to maintain the same high standard
inside the Centre

e office, audiovisual and electronic equipment to ensure our

programs are delivered effectively especially to our youth




